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By chis order the Stage was ſupplieck with a 
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their Eamlarion: Bat wine god Writers are 1g 
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which Winders the; Tempeſt; Pſyche, Circes 
and others, all ſet off with the: moſt expenſive 
Decdrations Of Scenes and Habits, wilt therheſh 
Voices and Danters e 1 Wii i 

+ [This ':ſenfual Supply of Si be and Sounds 
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that think and judge. So wanton a Change of the 
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*, kat a famous Puppet ſhew, in Salibury Ml fo 
Chas 3 eil ſtreet now the 

i ſo r ſtreſt theſe / two l delebrated Companies, the 
that they were both beduced a petition the King I or: 
againſt i ir: Nor does this ſeem ſo ſtrange. when Or 
we conſider; that Terence reproaches the Roman Na 1 
Auditors of his Timè with the bike Yoodnels fon Lit 
the Funambuli, or Rope. dancers. es 
The Audiences of borh» Houſes bow falling if ten 
off, and Mohun and Hart growing old, for 
above thirty Vears before, theyfhad feverally WM 
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Mohun ſurvived not long after, | 
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the theatrical Hive had. ſo many Drones uin it, 
the labouring Actors, ſure, — the 
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a much ſtronger Light, when! Wed to the 
Situation of the late ae Who / with muy = 
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of the Sage of Rho Rhodes, mat being che: Play with 
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iſt uſed in England. ©1159 ede: ov noc 1 1451 
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ERS. Bien b bad an, Ka, Ahe 
1 good Voices that they u ates 


. 1 bes impoſſible to! make her; fit f fon the: 
' meanelt part And ſo difficult did they; find-it20) | 


412 2.0 8 


teach her, that ſhe, W as: three Times reiected. 


Sir William Davenant, hx the Intereſt gem ofj 


his Friends, was again perſuaded to try her, hut. 
Ks ſg little; Supcgſsalthat feveral Perſons of: Wit 

wil the ty being at the Play, and obſerving 
how f ſhe performed, Poſitively gave their 


Opinion 


Open 12 n e F 27 3098 af" ah Yy 
i e Os But the ar] cl Ro oel 2.6, 
ſhew the q he þ | d ſ e e Whack 
Eo ger, that in i Months he would make 
her-t 5 Hitelt Nets e g n 125 
a: is Ee, was oppoſed. by rhe e tho 
they Re Kim 2 2 Pe rl on of” nor- 
ledge : e 18 Kairs. yet. 9 5 PRE on 
ed, yon, the ounds 


2050 N10 iy "him 1 56 his Eo that they 


piqued him into a de ef, of taking ich 
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R chit bi 


ains with Mrs. Barr „to. o. conyinc th 0 
5 deen N ba 5, em be 
| 10 1 Pie ebe. 


From the! omen . 
came uu acquainted” 1 her, But to 195 
World he Kept it OBS elf Secialty” rot tho 
he had argued with. aboyt , 3 He ſoa, PF 
falking with her, 4 found” Her Miſtreſs of Xduilite 
11 5 and it Was 06 gary he, 7 . | 
any: e E Alt ry. 

s Techie Mop 1. 


00 . 2 1 n Queen,” in 
$4 2 
the Trage dy E Ea. 


1 wick Wer hes. e 4. great many, 
Times'on the Ning 7 d as ſhe Was t act 1 It. 


Barry” Was 1h 


not to omit - the leaſt Logk or Merion ; "Hay, 


. 


Haye Been Affured "from, thoſe who , were” 48 5 


that her Page was raughit * to manige her 
in ſuch a mapner; Ag 9 gi ve each Movem 
1 Grace” 2 12S VM OBI za. 


rain, 


(CES 


\ The arl., perceiving that his Pupil had. run : 
4 Fault in 


into 4 Tone in ſoun' 185 che Word 
moſt young P ayers, he male her enter into the. 
Nature of each Se erfecti N 
1 5 as it were, intd The” Pe cron, Bo Due” 


ot. 


He took. ſuch e pane with Her, = "£7" 15.0 
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by. the proper Streſs 4 „ping, av * 
Pete feeling rea th 
P ſhe repre ed N 
ie BY: 2 9 the 1 25 di 


Fare An 


ing 25 Mind 5 
babe the 1 theſ a T= 
Cardinal 1 


| My Lord; my ROM 140 not your e, 5. 
Tou are not PA to judge a Mother” lo Grief ; 
You have no Child for an untimel COP. 255 
Nor can Jon! loſe what 1 deſire wir, 


The Thea ear *refindcd Wh Appl: 1 wks 49 8 100 
Pens York was fo } pleated, that from Mrs. 
ſhe learned to iniprove in the En Eg 
Lan guage, made her a Preſent of her W 
fare and favoured Ber f in ſo Particular a R 
when Veen, that tis faid me ave her her Co- 
ronation Robes to act Queen Elizabeth, in the 
Fart of Effex. Tho' this ee is but indif- 
| ferently wrote, yet Mrs, Barty o ha pily hit 1 5 
that ſhe made that Queen, who was 10 much be 
loved, revive again, 6 0b, e idolized, in 
her. 7 wa ig Speech of L195 4 os by 5 | 


What n means my giv ing saga 5 


as "ſpoken with fach a Gracg and 1 2 . 
has not yet been imitated; her Performance giv- MM .. 
ing the Audience an Idea of that Princeſs in WM . 
min important * of her Life. The AR * 

wil 8 


pectations 
ee 


o — - 4 Þ 4 
— 2 7 
5 ; 
— — —W - " * 
DE . a. <R 2 "#2 2 — — 
. wel W re Nr — * * . — — — - 
2% — — 
rene * 
3 3 — 5 2 — 3 TIE TSR — 
% 


. 
2 


the 8 T AG E. 25 
with which ſhe looked hen ſhe penetrated into 
the Thoughts of the Counteſſes of Rutland and 
Nottingham, on their ; endeavouring to hide the 
different Paſſions of Hate and Love, ſhewed, 
more than the Language, the piercing Genius of 
that great Queen ; but When Cecil is. recountin 
the Seizure of the Earls, and mourns Eſſex's fal- 
len State, no Imagination can form ber 
and Air, when e | „ 


"nd 


Eſtex, tow att fallen indeed! * 
Sec! the Crocodile weeps o er his prey. 


As thoſe who. are 13 WY Hiſtory 
know, that. Queen Elizabeth, notwithſtanding 
her Indulgence to her Favourites, Had a quick 
Eye in diſcerning their Faults; ſo it is . at 
the ſame time her Heart was moved with Com- 
paſſion for the Crimes that occaſioned their Fa ate, 
ſhe ſtill executed inflexible Juſtice on the Trai- 
tors, This Mrs. Barry repreſented ſo finely, 
that Love, Diſdain, Hate, Severity and Pity, 
were ſo blended together in this politick Queen, 
o- one could hardly ſay which was the ſtrongeſt; and 
ic gave greater Lights into the Temper of Queen 
f. Elizabeth, than Hiſtory itſelf. 

? What Opinion Mr. Dry 

ry, and — — Life ey gave to the principal 
Parts in Tragedy, you will eaſily judge from the 
Words of that Poet, in his preface to Cleomenes, _ 
(in which Mrs. Barry play'd the Character of 
Caſſandra), where he lays, 1 


— — — 


« Mrs. Barry, always. excellent, Pc in. | this 
2 Tragedy excelFd herſelf, and gained a Repu- 
<< tation beyond any Woman I have ever ſeen « on 
ws the Stage. | * 


* * | 
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It may perhaps ſeem unneceſſary for any Per: N 
ſon to give their Opinion after Mr. Dryden; but i 7 
T can't. help ſaying, that I will venture to add, 8, 
that tho Dryden has been dead theſe forty: Years, 
the fame Compliment, to this Hour, may be 
due to ber E xcellence. And tho, "when ſhe r. 
ated Caſſandra ſne was not a little paſt her W v 
Louth, ſhe had not before that time fully arrived Ml tc 
to the maturity of her Power and Judgment: F 
From whence it may be obſerved, That the ii 
ſhort Life of Beauty is not long enough to form v 
a compleat Actreſs, In Men, the Delicacy of 
Perſon is not ſo abſolutely necellary, nor the n 
Decline of it ſo ſoon taken notice of. f. tl 
_ Alexander the Great: Or, The Rival Queens; i 
was a Tra edy in which Mrs. Barry ſeemed to 
have new-form'd the Character the played, which I 
was that of Rexana: To read this Play, one Ml 7 
would think the Author had been in a Heat the 
Whole Time he was writing it, tho' there are 
ſome Strokes in it which have the true Fire of 
Poetry. For want of a Barry and a Bracegirdle; Ml. 
the Characters of Roxana and Statira are perfect 
Burleſque on the Dignity of Majeſty- and good BW ! 
Manners. - Roxana is haughty, mahcious, in- 
flinpating; with this Compound, ſhe is made 
deſperatel in Love with Alexander. On her 
firſt entering, what Miſery did ſhe ſeem to oe} ] 
tortured with J when the n We, 


Madneſs but mikenly revecknms] my Toil. ) 
Roxana and Statira | they are Names 
That muſt for ever jar; eternal Diſcord, 

Fury, Revenge, Diſdain and Indignation, - 
Tear my ſwoln Breaſt, make oy for Fire 8 
woes = | 


S. , 4 
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a ns * 8 * 
* . 
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My Brain is * be and Reaſon 8 
The Storm is up, and my hot en Mai 
Spit with the Rack. | inci, 


I have beard this 1 ſp brat in a We that 
run the Actor out of A but Mrs. Barry, 
when ſhe talked of her hot bleeding Heart, ſeem d 
to feel a Fever within, which by Debate and 
Reaſon ſhe would quench. 
in a ranting Air, but as if ſh: were ſtruggling 
with her Paſſions, and trying to get the Maftery 
of them: A peculiar Smile ſhe had, 
made her look the moſt genteely malicious Perſon 


S$ x 
dg 


This was not done 


which 


that can be imagined, WAG the meets Satie and: 4 


inſults her e Ra mu” 
I hope your Majeſty. will give me „ 


To wait you to the e where ve would. 


grieve, | 
Where like the Turtle, you 5 Loſs will moan 
Of that dear Mate, and murmur all alone. 8 


Then 8 4 What a Sonnet did ſhe 3 ind 
ſpeak, taking Alexander by the Hand, ag 


—— a laſt Look, * | 
And that the Memory of Roxana's Wrongs 
way be for ever es in your Mind. | 


In the following Scene Roxana's Character 
1 ; no Rage, no Revenge, nor even the 
Fear of Syſigambis, who was ſuſpected to aim 
at her and the Infant's Deſtruction, could make 
her admit a Thought againſt the King's Life; 


nay, the Indignation ſhe is in with Caſander for 


tempting her, joined with his profered Love, is 


* great, that he is forced to deſiſt, ſooth her 


. E 2 F ys: 
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Fury, and a the getting — into her 
Power, whom Roxana ig „ ro to Kill with 


unrelenting Hate. 

I muſt take notice, that tho? Roxana had Juſt 
before, with ſuch Malice murder'd an innocent 
Perſon, becauſe better beloved than herſelf ; yet 
after Statira is dead, and Roxana is following 
Alexander on her Knees,” Mrs. Barry made this 
Complaint in fo pathetick a manner, as drew 
Tears from the greateſt pare” of the Ages | 


— . 


0 ſpeak not ſuch harſh Words, my nern 
| muy < © 
But take, dear Sir, O! Ane me into Grace 3 
By the dear Babe the Burden of my Womb, 
hat weighs me down when I would follow ater, 
My Knees are weary, and my Force is ſpent, © 
4 O] do not frown,” but clear that angry Brow ;- - 
_=E Your Eyes will blaſt me, and your” "Words are 
= - —_ 
- That ſtrike me dead; the Ittle Wretch I ber 
| * frighted at your Wrath, and dies within me 


Mrs. Barry, in all Characters of Greatneſs; 
had a Preſence of elevated Dignity, her Mien 
and Motion ſuperb, and gracefully majeſtick ; 
her Voice full, clear and ſtrong, fo that no Vio- 
” lence of Paſſion could be too much for her: And 
when Diſtreſs or Tenderneſs poſſeſs'd her, ſhe 
| ſubſided into the moſt. affecting Melody and 
Softneſs. In the Art of exciting Pity, ſhe had 
a Power beyond all the Actreſſes I have yet ſeen, 
or what your Imagination can conceive: Of the 
former of theſe two great Excellencies, ſhe gave 
the moſt delightfal Proofs in almoſt all the He- 
roic Plays of Dryden and Lee; and of the latter, 
in the fofter Paſſions of ray $ * eb d 


x * 


wh, 
* 
* 
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Belvidera, in an Tragedies of The Orphan and 
Venice Preſerved: In Scenes of Anger, Defiance or 
Reſentment, while ſhe was impetuous and terrible, 
ſhe poured out the Sentiment with an enchanting 
Harmony; and it was this particular Excellence 
for which Dryden made her the before mentioned 
Complement, upon her acting Caſſandra in his 
Cleomenes. But I am apt to think his Partiality 
for that Character may have tempted his Judg- 
ment to let it paſs for her Maſter- piece; ; when 
he could not but know, there were ſeveral other 
Characters in which her Actlon might have given 
her a fairer pretence to the Praiſe he has beſtow'd 


on her for Caſſandra; for, in no part of that, 1. Ws n 


there the leaſt Ground for- Compaſſion, as in Mo- 
nimia z nor equal cauſe for Admiration, as. in the 
nobler Love of Cleopatra, or the turbulent and 


tempeſtuous —2 of Roxana. Twas in 


theſe Lights I thought Mrs. Barry ſhone with a 
muc h brighter Excellence than in Caſſandra. She 


was the firſt Perſon whoſe Merit was diſtinguiſid 


by the Indulgence of having an annual Benefit- 


play, which was me 10 her alone, if I miſ- 
James's Time, and 


take not, firſt in 
which became not — * to other Actors, till 
= the Death of King William's Conſort Queen 


This great Actreſs died of a Fever toe! , 


Mary. 
wards the End of Queen Anne's Reign, Per- 
haps you may recollect the Year by an Expreſſion- 
that fell from her in blank — in her laſt 
Hours, when the 8 * en 


Ha, ba; * lo 9555 make us Lords by Jo 
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Mr. Epwazy Krxasrox's Cbaracter. 


H O', as I have before obſerved, Women 
were not admitted to the Stage Wh the Re- 
1 yet it could not be ſo ſud denly fup- 
plied with them, but that there was ſtill a Neceſ- 


ty to put the handſomeſt young Men into Pet- 


ticoats; which Kynaſton was then ſaid to have, 
worn with Succeſs; particularly in the Part of 


Evadne, in the Maid's Tragedy, Arthiope in 
the Unfortunate Lovers, the Princeſs in the Mad 


Lover, Iſmenia in the Maid in the Mill, Aglau- 


ra, &c. being Parts ſo greatly moving Com- 


paſſion, that it has been diſputed among the Ju- 
dicious, whether any Woman could have more 


ſenſibly touched the Paſſions. This calls to my 
mind a ridiculous Diſtreſs that aroſe from theſe 
Sort of Shifts, which the Stage was then put to, 


— The King coming a little before his uſual 
Time to a Tragedy, found the Actors not ready 


to begin, when his Majeſty not chuſing to have 


as much patience as his good Subjects, ſent to 


them, to know the Meaning of it; upon which 


the Maſter of the Company came to the Box, 
and rightly judging, that the beſt Excuſe for 


their Default, would be the true one, fairly told 


his Majeſty, that the Queen was not ſhay'd yet: 


7 


ata Jeſt, as well as to make one, accepted the. 
- Excuſe, which ſerved to divert him, ill the 
male Queen had his Face ſmooth'd. In a word, 
EKynaſton at that time was fo beautiful a Youth, 


1 78 
4 


The King, whoſe good Humour lov'd to laugh 


that the Ladics of ur prided themſelves in 
OY 


* 
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* 
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taking bim with them in their Coaches to Hyde - 
park, in his theatrical Habit, after the Plays 
which in thoſe days they might have ſufficjent 

time to do, becauſe Plays then, were us d to be- 
gin at four a- Clock, the Hour that People of 
the ſame Rank are now going to Dinner, This 
Truth I had confirmed from his-own Mouth, 
in his advanced Age. Indeed to the laſt of him, 
his Handſomeneſs was little abated; even at paſt 
fixty, his Teeth were all ſound, white and even, 
as one would wiſh to ſee in a beautiful young 
Woman of twenty. He had ſomething of i a for- 
mal Gravity in his Mien, which was attributed 
to the ſtately Step he had been ſo early confined 


of Superiority had its proper Graces; it misbe. 
came him not in the part of Leon, in Fletcher 3 
Rule a Wife, and Have a Wife, which he exe- 
cuted with a determined Manlineſs, and honeſt 
3 well worth the beſt Actor's Imita- 


we 5 heroic Life, a quick imperious Vivacity 

in his Tone of Voice, that painted the Tyrant 
truly terrible. There were two Plays of Pryden 
in which he ſhone with uncommon Luſtre ; in 
Aurenge-Zebe- he play d Morat, and in Don 
Sebaſt ian, Muley Moloch; in both theſe parts, 


and Utterance, that gave the Auditors 4 kind of ; 
trembling Admiration | _ / 


Miſtake, which I thought the late Mr. Booth 
committed in" his acting the part ef Morat 
There are in this Character ſo many Sentimetits 
of avow'd Barbarity, Inſolence and Vain- glory, 
that they blaze even to a ludicrous Luſtre; ald 
: ubrlcls * Author intended thoſe to make his 


toy in a female decency. But that, in Characters 


He had a piercing Eye, and in Charac- 


he had a "fierce Lion like Majeſty in his Port © 


Here I cannot help taking notice of 2 Wende SE 
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while they admired them; but 
it depreciated the | Dignity of 


Booth — 


Tragedy to raiſe a Smile, in any part of it, and 


therefore covefed theſe kind of Senti.nents with A 
Coldnefs and unmov'd' Delivery, ag 


ſerupulous 
if he had fear d the Audience might take too . 


— 


miliar a notice of them. The late Mr. Addiſon 


as clearly of Opinion, that Tragedy, on parti. 


cular Occaſions might admit of a Laugh of Ap- 
robation. In Shakeſpeare Inſtances of them are 


quent, as in Mackbeth, Hotſpur, Richard the 
Third, and Harry the Eighth; all which Chas 


racters, tlio of a tragical Caſt, have ſometimes 


familiar ſtrokes in them, ſo highly natural to 


each particular Diſpoſition, that it is impoſſihle 
not to be tranſported into an honeſt Laughter at 
them: And . theſe are thoſe happy: Liberties, 


which tho' few Authors are qualified to take, yet 
when juſtly taken, may challenge a place among 


their greateſt Beauties. Now whether Dryden 
in his Morat, may be allowed the Happiness of 
having hit this mark, ſeems not neceſſary to be 
determined by the Actor, whoſe buſineſs is to 
make the beſt of his Author's Intention, as in 
this part Kynaſton did, doubtleſs not without 
Dryden's approbation. For theſe Reaſons then, 
I thought Mr: Booth, who had certainly many 
Excellepcies, carried his reverenge for Tragedy 
too far, in not following the bold Flights of his 


Author with that Wantonneſs which the nature 


of thoſe © Sentiments demanded ; for Example, 


 Morat having a criminal paſſion for Indamora, 


chuſing to make known the real motive of his 
Oy 1 e 2 to _ 


_ OC | N 
* F 


promiſes, at her requeſt, for one Day, to ſpare 
the Life of her Lover Aurenge-Zebe ; but not 
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10 Was pet net to lage, 


rational 
Fourth, r bo- not ſo 
Eye, requi res 


; naſton Was ntirehy N 
1 ment came f 


" Vacancy 


r chan the Repeater's 


He conyey 'da more 8 Menace i in it PEA 
che loudeſt 9 of Voice could ſwell — 


pr TOY 
| too,” When this Lane came out of the Mouth of 
Kynaſton, ret the ſtern and haughty 
attended jt. But above this tyrannical, tumid 
Su N n 8e there is 2 grave and 
| n Shakeſpeare's Harry the 
glaring to the vulgar 
| "thrice the Skill and Grace to be- 
come and ſupport. 'Of this real Majeſty. KRy- 
ter ; here every Senti- 
im him, as if it had been his own, 
as if he had himſelf that inſtant conceived it, as 
i he had loſt che Player, and were the real 8 
5 = perlonated'; a Perfection ſo rarely found, that 
very often, in ARtors' of good Repute, 
of Look, Inanity of Voice, or ſuper 
cus Gellure. ſhall eck the Man, to the Judi- 
cCious Spectator; Who from the Jeaſt of thoſe 
Errors plainly fees the whole but a Leſſon given | 
him, to be 3 Heart, from ſome great Au- 
© thor, whoſe Senſe is deepe 
Underſtanding. This true Majeſty Kynaſton 
had ſo entire a Command of, that when he wbl. | 


"perd the- following Plain Line to Hou 
Send us your Priſoners, or you” . hear of: i 


Look: that 


a certain 


* wn Pon , K 4 » 4 4 ® An + l : "4 * e 
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34 as PSY or 
3 Jet the bold Imitator beware, for without the 
Look, and juſt Elocution that waited on it, an 
Attempt . ſame Nature may fall to INE 
But 5 Dignity of this Character appear d in 
Kynaſton ſtill more ſhining, in the private Scene 


between the King and Prince his Son: There 
you ſaw Mis y, in that fort of Grief, which 


"only Majeſty could feel; there the paternal Con- 


cern, for the Errors of the Son, _—_ the Mo- 
narch aiore revered and dreaded: His Reproaches 
7 fo juſt,” yet ſo unmix d with Anger, and there- 
fore the more percing, ene as it were the 
Arms of Nature, with a ſecret Wiſh, that filial 
Duty and Penitence awak d, might fall into them 
with Grace and Honour. In this affecting Scene 
J thought Kynaſton ſhæw d. his moſt maſterly 
ſtrokes of Nature; expreſſing all the various Mo. 
- tions of the Heart, with the fame Force, Dignity 
and Feeling they are written; adding to 1 
whole, chat — and becoming Grace, which 
the heſt Writer cannot inſpire into any Actor, 
that is not born with it. What made the Merit of 
this Actor, and that of Betterton more ſurpriz. 
ing, was, that though they had both obſerx d 
- the Rules of Fruth and Nature, they were each 
as different in their manner of acting, 1 in their 
pPerſonal Form and Feęatures. But | Kynaſton 
taid too long upon the Stage, till bis emory 
Uchegan to fail him. I ſhall not therefore Kay any 
Thing of his Imp perfections, 9 7 5 at that 
Time, were Hp not his ne but the TIT 
M TS. * ; 
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IN. Sanford might dein be tera dhe 
tor in difagteeable Chars e177 Ber as the dhicf; 


Pieces of that famous Painter were of Human 
Nature in Pain and Agony; ſo Mr. Sandford, 
upon the Stage, was generally as flagitious as a: 
Creon, a Maligni, an Tage or a Machiavil, could: 
make him. Thie Painter, tis true, from the Fire. 
of his Genius might think the quiet Objects of 
Nature too tame for his Pencil, and therefore 
choſe to indulge” it in its fall Power, upon thoſe, 


of Violence and Horror: But poor Mr. Sandford; 


ted into great, or amiable Characters ſo that 
whenever, in any new or revived Play, there vas 


was ſure to have no 


Traitor can be ſhewn but — —— can. it 
be doubted, but the leſs comely the Actor's Per- 
fon, the fitter hie may be to perform them. The. 
Spectator too, by not being miſled by a tempting. 
Form, may be leſs inclin a” to excuſe wicked or 
immoral Views or Sentiments of them. And 


Ally g ive the Humanity of an Audience thrice the 
Pleafore that:could ariſe from the wilful Wicked-, 
en 1 5 the e e Creon' 3 yet he could ax. 
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was not "the Stage-Villain by choice, but from 
Neceſſity ; for having a low and crooked Perſon, 
ſuch Bodily Defects were tod ſtrong to be admit - 


a hateful or miſchievous Perſon, Mr. Sandford c 
Competitor for it: Nor 
indeed (as we are not to ſuppoſe a Villains, or 


though the hard Fate of an Oedipus, might natur⸗ 
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Py The Mieder 
that Sandford, in ſuch a Part was not Maſter of 


as true and juſt Action, as the beſt Tragedian 
could be, whoſe happier Perſon had recommend- 
ed him to the virtueus Heroe, or ahyother more 
pleaſing Favourite of the Imagination ? In this 
diſadvantageous Light, then, ſtood Mr, Sandforc; 
as an Actor; admired by the -Fudicious, while 
the Crowd os Pratt d en be bei e 


In 10 e an Paprobabiliy.. NE 1 55 give you 
an Inſtante'of it, which I heard Mr. Monfort, 
fay 1 was real Fact. A new Play; (che Name of 
it I have forgot) was brought upon the Stages 
wherein Mr. Sandterd happen d te perform the 
Part of an honeſt . The Pit, after they 
had ſate three or four Acts, in a quiet Rxpectatien, 
that the well diſſembled Honeſty of Mr. Sandford 
(for ſuch of Courſe they concluded it) would ſoon 
be diſcover'd, or ai leaſt, from oits: Security, my 
volve the Actots in the Play, in ſome ſurprizing 
Piſtreſs or Confuſion, which might -raiſe,...and; 
animate the Scenes to come, when,/atJaſt, finding 
ng ſuch matter butitliat the Cataſtrophe had taken 
quite another Turn, and that Mr. Sandford was 
really an Honeſt Man to thetend of the Play, 
they fairly damn' d it, as it the Author had im 
pos di upon them the moſt frontleſs or 1 
Abart M o big cla ad 4; ; 
Ift is not improbable; but that from Mr. Sand; 
Ford's ſo maſterly perſonating Characters of Guilty 
the inferior Actors might think his Succeſs chiefly | 
cowing to the Defects of his Perſon ; and from 
thence might take Occaſion, whenever they ap- 
| Peat Pd as Bravo! s, or'Murtherers, to make them- 
v 


es as — 2 as inhuman Figures, as poli- 
85 Able 


e 8 T ATU ET ih 


r of ble: e 5g; Charles tit this low Sill w- 
tian dito ſuch an Extra vaganec, thar the: 
nd- Nimielf, who was. black. brew d, And of a fürth. 


ore 

this Wobferving 92 ein Locke ende Murtherersſid 
urch ackbeth whert turning to his People, i che 
nile Box abo! Out bit, Pray, whit is tlie Meaning sſaid 


e, that we never ſee a Roge im a Playp put 
ode! they always clap him oma black Perrier 


Vas 

dit, Weſt Rogues in England affays. wears à falt un. 

ow Moy, whether or not Dr. „ee that time: 
ore. ore his OW. Hair, 1 cannot be poſitive 2Orgaift 


ut of Power,” I leave thoſs!ts! goed at him, Who 


who. WAS a Man of. Veracity” 2 And Fconfefs, E 
ould have begebe King's Obſervation aives: 
ry jult one, though he hithlelf had been fair at- 


ing With the bo © for werk 1 - not too A 


Walnch, 0 
whoſe very ſu cee LE müglir be 3 
betray them? Or are we to ſuppoſe it unnaturai, 


ted cut of an ola red At ga Hache Her 
fiwig? A „en ve 
8 e ft. TProfeg mylelf ts Wb bent 
miter of Mr. Sandford, and have eiten 
lamented, that his muRerly Performa eduld 


much in for Ars Blowing moves ;Heeauls 


tho it may be a eit im an Addience; to aàpplaud 
Lenticteg of Hirte and *Hondur', yet:;thefe 
ems to be un Equal Jaitics, char no Diſtinction 


omp! Pleribn, paß d a pleaſant Rematkycupor] his- 


15 When, jt is well known) one of the great 


his Majefty f pointed: at ſoinſe greater Man; them 


7 ay yet 5 the changing Compleribn- ef 
is Minilters, Ft S010 1 Ra front Bettenton 


Adonis. Nor can 15 in Ris ion; help vot⸗ 
ploy in Wicked Purpoſes, Meri 


that a, Morther, ſHonld"be” thufoughly, adit: 


not be re | op a that A pptauſegwhieh; I ſa 
they ſtood in more Rudable! ' Characters, Ran, 


ſhould  ' 
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38 The HISTORY of 

ſnould be made, as to the Excellence of an Actor, 
whether in a good or evil Character; ſince neither 
the Vice nor the Virtue of it, is his own, but gi- 
ven him by the Poet; Therefore, why is not the 
Actor who ſhines in either equally commendable? 
—— No, Sir, this may be Reaſon, but that i; 
not always a Rule with us; the Spectator will 
tell you, that when Virtue is applauded, he gives 
part of it to himſelf ; beeauſe his Applauſe, at the 
{ame time, lets others about him ſee, that he 
himſelf admires it. But when a wicked Action 
is going forward; when an Iago is meditating 
Revenge and Miſchief; tho Art and Nature 
may be equally ſtrong in the Actor, the Spectatot 
is ſhy of his Applauſe, left he ſhould, in ſome 
ſort, he d upon as an Aider or an Abettor 
of the Wickedneſs in view; and therefore rather 
chuſes to rob the Actor of the Praiſe he may 
merit, than give it him in a Character, which he 
would have you ſee his Silence modeſtly diſcou- 
rages: From the | ſame fond Principle, .many Wl N 
Actors have made it a point to be ſeen in any 
Parts ſometimes, even flatly written, only be- 
cauſe they ſtood in the favourable Light of Ho- 
I have formerly known an Actreſs carry this 
theatrical Prudery to ſuch a height, that ſhe was 
very near, keeping herſelf chaſte by it: Her 
Fondneſs for Virtue on the Stage, ſhe began to 

think, might perſuade the World, that it had 
made an Impreſſion on her private Life; and 
the Appearances of it actually went ſo far, that 
in an Epilogue to an obſcure Play, the Profits af 
which were given to her, and wherein ſhe acted 4 
paart of impregnable Chaſtity, ſhe beſpoke the 
Favour of the Ladies by a proteſtation, that in 
' honourof their Goodneſs and Virtue, ſhe would 


dedis 


LS Bia ih, © 


- marry any one of 
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dedicate her unblemiſh'd- Life to their Example. 


Part of this veſtal Vow, I remembers: was con- 


tained 1 in 15 Romany Verſe : 2555 


Srudy to live the Charater I play. 
But alas, how weak are the ſtrongeſt Work * 


Art, when Nature beſieges it? for though this 


good Creature ſo far held out her Diſtaſte to 


Mankind, that the ey could never reduce her to 
em; yet we muſt -own. ſhe | 


grew, like Cæſar, greater by her Fall: Her 


firſt heroic Motive, to a Surrender, was to ſave 
the Life of a Lover, who, in his deſpair, had 
vowed to deſtroy himſelf, with which Act of 


Mercy (in a jealous Diſpute once, in my Hear- 


ing) ſhe was provoked to repreach him in theſe - 
very Words; Villain, did nor I fave your Life ? 

It is plainly not the Hood that je the 
Monk, nor the Veil the Veſtal; I am apt to 
think, that if the perſonal Morals of an Actor, 


were to be weighed by his Appearance on the 


Stage, the Advantage and (if any. were due to 
either ſide) might rather incline to the Traytor, 


than the = Wing to the Sempronius, than the Ca- 


to; or to the Syphax, than the Juba: [Becauſe 


. Man can naturally deſire to cover his Ho- 


e. a wicked Appearance; but an ill Man 
t poſſibly incline to cover his Guilt with the 


Aer of Goodneſs, which was the caſe of 
the frail Fair One, now mentioned. But be this 
Queſtion decided as it may, Sandford always ap- 
peared to me the honeſter Man, in proportion to 
the Spirit where with he expoſed the wicked and 
immoral Characters he acted : for had his Heart 
been unſound, ar. tainted with the leaſt 1 of 


go The Hs 8 6 R i 17 
them, bis Conſtience muſt, in ſpite. of him, 1 
any 0 near a-reſemllaneo vf  bimſelf, haxcben 
a Check upon the: Liveliꝑeſs of his Action. 
therefore 15 be ſaid to have contributed i K 
equal ſhargpwuhithefaremaſt. Attors,, to the 
and laudable purpoſes of the Theatre: And in 
hid Light too, of being ſo frequently we Oh An 
of common Diſtaſte, ie may honeſtiy Rl 
ca theatrical:Martyr,toipoctical Juſtice : For in 
making Wire odious, orcVirtue amiahle, Where 
docs the Merit differ? To hate the one, or loye 
ithe other, are but Jradigg ſteps to the fame 
zee e tho atxlifier ent Gates. 4 1} 
This Actor, in hiomanper of ſpeaking, varie 
very unuch kom thoſe! Ichave already mentioned, 
- His.vaice diad an acute and piercing; Lone, which 
-firuck every Word: di ly; upon the Bere 
: had. r peculiar Sl ill 3, his Look. of ma 
-4ingeout to an Audience whatever he judg'd wo 
oxheir. more than ordinaty Notice. When he de- 
liver dla Command, hecwould ſometimes give i 
mars Force, by ſeeming, to ſlight che Ornaanet 
opt Harmony. In Dryden's Plays of Rhime, hc 
| t s little asc poſſible ghitted- the Ear with, the 
Jingle of it, rather chufing, when] the -Senk - 
would permit him, radoſe ils than to value it. 
Had Sandford liv'd in Shakeſpear 's, time, | 
am confitlent his Judgment muſt haye, choſe 
Rim, aboue all other Actors, ta have play d his 
172Richard the Third: I leave In Person out of 
the Queſtion, which;: tho* naturally. made for it 
Pet that would have derm the leaſt part of bis Re- 
0: commendation ;::he trad! ſtronger Claims £0, it, 
ſometimes an uncouth -tacelineſs/ in his Motion, 
{a harſf and ſullen pride of Speech, à ipeditating 
» fe age Aſpect, arten e, 


1 . 
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=” 


an alme dieren Triomph over dl Goodneks; 4 
and from thence falling into the moſt . ar 


1. Gentledels,! and ſoothing Candour of a defigr 

k Heart. Theſe, I ſay, muſt have preferr'd him 

ro it 5 theſe would have been Colours Waben. 
iu. ſhining in chat Character, that it will be no 

ef Piſpraiſe-to- that great Author to ſay, Sandford 

um wuſt have ſhewn as many maſter ly ſtrokes in it, 

3, — he ever ere ha; 2 no are ae in * dür 

aue 9 45 2:1 ths. ye 7 5 8 X 3 X 43 A 4 4 

100 125 Ms. Kis Gore, s Claratter, 

5 9 Fa R 8. Gayn; tho Müffteſs to a | Monarch, | 

10 wund de * a Funes. * 255 

0 

rth 

10 

> If 


| When Blood boils high will i ace 10 wee 
585 eee A a 


be 
he ' Nat, for by tas Nane the was kl 
known, came into the Theatre i in the way of her 


Buſineſs, to; ſell Fruit, 2A" 


The Orange-basket her fair OE did wit 
Laden with Pippins and Heſperian Fruit, 
This firſt ſtep rais d, to th* wond rin my Pit he fold 
The lovely Fruit ſmiling with ftr $ of Gold. 
Fate now for her did its whole force engage, 
And from the Pit-ſhe's-mounted to the Stage, 


"WW There in full Luſtre did her Glories ſhine, _ 
| And long eclips ſpread forth her HAght divine; 
There e 104 Rowley s Soul ſhe did enfnare, 


1 made * the Rival to a Play f. 
ee T 


; 96 


9 


This is Laid NRöcheſter's necount, We find 
bet afterwards acting the parts of Queen Alma- 
hide in the Conqueſt of Grannada, Florimel in 
the Maiden Queen, Donna Jacintha, in the 
Mock raſtrologer, Valeria in the Royal Mar- 

; in which Tragedy Mrs. Boutel peu ed the 
part of Saint Catharine. Miſs Guyn, beſides 
her own part of Vale ria, was likewiſe appointed 
to ſpeak the Epilogue; in performing which, 
ſhe ſo captivated the King, who was preſent the 
firſt Night of the Play, by the humorous Turns 
me gave it, that his Majeſty, when ſhe had 
done, went behind the Scenes, and carried her off 

to an Entertainment that Night. 
In the Tragedy pf Tyrannick Love; Or, The 
Royal Martyr, Valeria is Daughter to the Ne 
man Emperor Maximin; ſhe. being forge 
her Father to marry Placidius, ſtabs heffe 101 
Tae of Parphyrinc » who En: Sandale her Lak 


Our Arme no more let Ac jileia feares! E abe N 
But to her Gates our peaceful Enſigns W ; 
While I mix Cypreſs with my Myrtle Wreath ; 
: Joy for wy TY 1 mourn Valeria Dad 


* 4 1 


As Fang 18 A off th Sage dead, the 
thus ac che Bearer, . Rs . 


Hold, * you mad! N You and confounded 
g. RT 
I: am to rife, and peak the Epilogue. 


eme, he ddrefits herſelf to the unde % 


come, kind Gentlemen, ſtrange News to tell ye, 
| I am the Ghoſt of poor departed Nelly. 5 
Sweet Ladies be not, frighted, I'll be all, - 
7 3 _ A little hartnleſs Devil. 


For 7 


che 6 8. ; "ih 8 R. ; 43 


For, after death, we Sprites have juſt ſuch natures 
We had, for all the World, when human 0 rea- 
ee: 

And therefore I, that was an Actreſs here, ; 
Play all my Tricks in Hell, a Goblin there. 
Gallants, look to't, you ſay there are no Sprites, 
But 1] come dance about your Beds at Nights. 
And faith you'll be, in 5 kind of taking, 
When I Ce you between ſleep and wak * 
To tell you true, I walk, beeauſe I die 

Qut of my Calling, in a Tragedy... 2" Wh. 1» 

O Poet, h dull Poet, who. cant 1 

So ſenſeleſsl to make Nelly die for Love; n 
Nay, what's yet worſe, to kill me in the prime 
Qt Eaſter· Term, in Tart and Cheeſe - cake time! 
III fit the Fop; Tor Fl not one word ap, 
T” excuſe his godly out-of-Faſhion Play,” 
But farewell, Gentlemen, make haſte to Me. 
Im ſure ere long to have your Company. 

As for my Epitaph when I am gone 
[11 truſt no Poet, but will write my o]wZpm. 
Here Nelly lies, who, tho ſhe liv'd a Slattarn, 
Yet died a Princeſs, acting in Spot Cattern, 


.. 
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Befides he: parts 1 <a in the e 3 
Plays of Mr. Dryden, ſhe performed a little 
Song, in his Comedy called the Aſſignation; Or, 4 
Love in a Nunnery, with great. Archneſs. The 
Song in this Comedy is introduced by a young 
Lady's being asked this Queſtion —Are you 
fit, at Fiftcen, to be truſted with a Maidenhead? 
"Tis as much, Child, as Your n can AA 
nage at ll Teng! EI. 4 ts 
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"The'Bpirit will work thro” che Borde. 
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Fu Woe. 

 Tokeep it, cine king n 

Twill go between waking and nales 

'T he Simple, too weak for its Guard 5 

INE no vey” \ WY ay INT = the 

= ei. e 
= - Nelly was eaſed of her Vi ini My. | Hart) 

at the Lins! Time that 1 ied ed for 

it, tho' vis Oey cargo the 1 L120 NY 


4 4. 4 
9 {448 = 


Ra 


* * — [4 
1 + + + . ths r _— 1 : 3 4 p f 4.4 75 9 7 7 4 1 j 
* 8 * 2 a. th * 2 ct * 7 8 ae i. © WF; 5 :@ 8 — 7 
—_ K » 2 - — — 
3 "I N ; ; 
, . „ . \ ws # 
a \ 


23 : , , 4 11 f ä 
R 


9 Witkran Monrron''s — 


MX. Montfort, was of Pen Alz vel 
| made, fair, and of an' agreeable aſpect: 


His Voice clear, full, and Ae : In Tra- 
gedy he was the moft affeting Lover within my 

= memory. His addreſſes had a reſiſtleſs Recoms 
= 8 from the very tone of his Voice. 
| Which gave his Words ſuch 8 e 


den ſays, 0 
Like Flakes of feathe er'd Snow, , Ae 
They melt ed as they fell 3 0 5 


All this he particularly SE in this re & 
Alexander, where the Heroe throws himſelf at 
the Feet of Statira for pardon of his paſt Infide- 
lities. There we ſaw the Great, the Tender, the 
Penitent, theDeſpairing, the Tranſported, and the 
Amiable, in the higheſt Perfection. In Comedy, 


be gave the trueſt Life to what we call the Fine 
Gentle- 


5 5 


"Who 8 A 81 Mis 
ecatlenian; his ſpitit bone mie brighter for deing 
oli d wich Deceney;: In feenes'of Galety, he 
| weren broke into the Regard, that was due to 
he preſence of equal q or perle Characters, tho 
ier Actors Play d them ; he filyd the Stage, 
not by elbowing, and eroffing it before otliers, or 
fiſconcerting hed action, but the ſurpaſiing them, 
in trug and maſterly Touches: of Nature. He 
never laugh'd at his own Jeſt, unleſs the point of 
his Raillety upon ah6ther recquir d it. Tie 
had a parti ular Talent, in giving Lite to Bens 
Mots and © Repartees The Wir ef ths! Poet 
Wccm'd always to come from him extetpore, and 
arpen'd 2 more Wit from his brilhant manner 
f delivering it; he had Himſelf a good 
t, or what is equal to it, ſo lively & Plelaptnefs 
of Humdür, that whin Either of theſe fell into 
his Hands upon the Stage, he Wantened with 
them; to the higheſt Delight of his Auditors.” 
The Agreeable was fo natural to him, that Een in 


i that diſſolute Character of the Rover, he bode 5 


to waſh off the Guilt from Vice, and gig 
Charmes and Merit. För tho it thay * 135 
Reproach to the Poet, to draw fuch ch dot 
5 unpuniſh'd, bur rewarded : the Actor fond 
ſtill be allow'd his due praiſe in his exellent 
performance. And this is x Diſtinction which, 
when this Comedy was acted at Whitehall, King 
William's Queen Mary was pleas'd to make in 
favour of Monford, notwithſtanding her Diſap- 
probation of the Play. 71 

He had beſides all this, a variety in his Genius, 
which few capital actors have ſhewn, or perhaps: 
have thought it any addition to their Meri 
arrive at; he could entirely change himſelf; 
could at once throw off the Man of ſenſe, for the 
brisk, Vain, rude, and uvely Coxromb, the falſe, 

* 


4 
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flaſhy pretender to Wit, and the Dupe of hi 
_ own, — Of this he gave 2 delightful 
Inſtance in the Character of Sparkiſh in Wycher- 
Iy's Country Wife. - In chat of Sir Courtly Nice 
his Exxellence was ſtill greater: There his whole 
Man, Voice, Mien, and Geſture, was no longer 
Monfort, but another Perſon. b id 
ſoft Civility, the elegant, and formal Mien; * 
drawling Delicacy of Voice, the ſtately Flatnes 
of his Addrefs, and the empty. Eminence of his 
Attitudes were ſo nicely obſerv'd and guarded by 
him, that had he not been. an entire Maſter. of: 
Nature, had he not kept his Judgment, as it 
were, a Centinel upon himſelf, not to admit the 
leaſt Likeneſs of what he us d to be, to enter in. 
to any part of his Performance, he could not — 
ſible have ſo compleatly finiſh'd it. He. . 


a clear Counter-tenour, and had a 5 


warbling Throat, which could not but ſet off the 
laſt Seve of Sir ie * an uncommon 


Hap N 
| er Actor was cut off —— a ** — . 
Death, in the 33d Year of his Age, NG la- 
mented by his Friends, and all Lovers of the 
Theatre. The particular Accidents that attended 
his Fall, are to be found at large in the Trial of 
the Lord Mohun, N among . a "20 

S in Folio. | 1 


Mr. 2 Nox zs“ J | Charadter, . 


R. Nokes was an Actor of a quite iffertne 
Genius from any I have ever read, heard 
Fl. or ſeen, ſince or before his time; and yet his. 
general Excellence may be 2 in ne 
| 1 Article, 


441 
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Attidle, viz; a hate = een niplicity of 
Nature, which was ſo utterly his own, that he 
was often as unaceountably diverting in his com- 
mon ſpeech,” as on the Stage. I ſaw him once, 
giving an Account of ſome Table talk, to another 
Actor behind the Scenes, which a Man of Quali- 
ty accidentally liſtening 
his Manner, that he ask d him, if that was a ne 
Play, he was reheaſing ? It ſeems almoſt amazing 
that this fimplicity; ſo eaſy to Nokes, ſhould ne- 


ver be caught by 


not equalFd by others. But not all ih mimical 
Skill of Eſteourt (fam'd as he was for it) tho* he 


Idea of him. 
But Nokes was ſo Sag al-fpeties;; ol Was 
to form'd by Nature for the Stage, that I queſ- 


deſerved. 


Sir Nicholas Cully in Love in a Tub, Barnaby 


Effect his Action had upon the Spectator, is not 
impoſfible: This then is all you will expect from 


him. 
He ſcarce ever mide his firſt Entrance in 2 
Play, but he was received with an involuntary 


and 1 _ been parually Proſtituted, and be- 


to, was fo deceived by 


any one of his Succeſſors. 
Leigh and Underhill have been well copied, tha? 


had often ſeen Ne, ware ſcarce Sire _ | 


tion if (beyond the crouble of gening Word by 
Heart) if ever coſt him an Hour's Labour to 
arrive at that high re 3 * 


Brittle in the Wanton Wife, Sir Davy DBunce n 
the Soldier's Fortune, Sofia in Amphytrion, &c: _ 

Kc, &c. To tell you ho he acted them, is be- 
yond the reach of Criticiſm: But to tell you what - 


me, and from hence I muſt leave you Ne at 


Applauſe, not of Hands only, for thoſe may be, 


ſpolken : 


E 3 
: © 
: 
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The Sede he particularly Eg Tg were Fs. 
Sir Martin. Marr-al, Gomez'in the Spaniſh Frinf, -  - 


> OY 12 =o Greens which the 
very ſight of him provoked, and Nature cou'd 
not reſiſt; — Lhoſs che Laugh, the raver 
was his Look upon it ; and ſure, the ridicules 
Solemnicy of his Features were enough to heve 
ſet a Whole Bench ot Biſbops inta a (Fitter, eu 
he have been honour d (may it be no Qffenge 0 
- ſuppoſe it) with ſuch grave and right rexerend 
Auditors. — — which b 
the Laws of Comedy, Folly is often involy dd in: 
he funk inte ſuch a mixture of piteous Puſilla. 
nimity, and Conſternation ſo ruefully ridiculou 
and inconſdlable, that when he had — Von. 
to a Fatigue of Laughter, it became a moot point 
whether ycu ought not to have pity'd him 
When he "Jebated any matter by himſelf, he would 
ſhut up his Mouth with a — ſtudious Powt, 
| re- into ſuch-a vacant Amazment 
ſiuch a pilpable Ignaranat af what to think of it 
that hig Jak erglexity:(vliich would ſo 
 _ Sold himiſcyeralMinutes) gave your Imagination 
. 25 full Content, as the moſt fg thing he c 
* 1 aracter of Sir Martin 
* 2 gz of 25 23 When he had 
|  broughtihimſelf a Nilemma in his Affairs, 5, 
vanly” "probecdivg;; upon his o es- Head, and 
uns, afterwards afraid to Jook his governing 
Servant and Counſellor in the Fase; what 
copibus, and diſtreſsſul Harrangue have I ſeen 
- kim makewith his look (while the Houſe has beet 
- 9 — Roar, for ſeveral Minutes) be 
_ © "fore he could prevail with his Courage to ſpeak 
Mord to him? Then might you have, at once, 
area in his Face Vexation — that his on Mes. 
ſures which hie ha d piqued himſelf ren, had fyifl 
"Y --* his Seryants's — Wir 


te 


| rended an Ignorance in his Aﬀpet 


wa” 88 2 
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Biſtreſs. to retrieve, the Occaſion he had loſt. 
Shame---to-confels..his Folly ;. and yer a ſulleg 
Deſire, to be reconciled and hetter adviſed, for 
the future! What Tragedy eyer ſhew'd us ſuch 


2 Tamm of Paſian, 7 * a once, jn one . 
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grave and ſober. ;. but the Moment he ſpoke, the 
ſettled ſeriouſneſs of his Features was utter dif 


charg d, and a dry, drolling, or laughing I evity 


took 8 full Poſſeſſion of him, that I can only 
refer the Idea ↄf him to your Imagination. In 
ſome of his low. Characters, that became it, he 
had a ſnuffling Shamble 1 his G it, With ſo con- 
&* and an auk- 
ward Abſurdity in his Geſture, that had you not 
known him, you would not haye believ d, that 
naturally he could have had a Grain of comman a 
Senfe, In a Word, Iam rempred to. ſum up the 
Character of Nokes, as a Comedian, in a paro- 
die of what wig s Mark Ao * % 


Brutus as a Hero, 4225 


"Hs Life was Laygheer Th thi er eg 


© $0;mixt,-.in him, t oe Nature might ſtand up 
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M 4 was 05 het n kind. Way 
though not ſo ſtrict an Obſerver of Nature, 
et never o wanton in his Performance, as to be 
wholly out of her ſi ght. In Humour, he 1lov'd 
to take a full Career? but was careful enough to 
ſtop ſhort, when juſt upon the Precipice -He 
had great Variety, in his manner, and was fa- 
mous in very different Characters: In the eant- 
ing, grave, Hypocrify of the Spaniſh Friar, he 
ſtrecht the Veil of Piety ſo think ly over him, that 
5 every Look, Word, and Motion, you ſaw 4 
pa pa able wicked Slyneſs ſhrine through it- Here 
ept his Vivacity demurely confin d, till the 
pretended Duty of his Function demanded it; and 
then he exerted it, with a cholerick ſacredotal In- 
ſolence. But the Friar is a Character of ſuch 
glaring Vice, and ſo ſtrongly drawn, that a very 
indifferent Actor cannot but hit upon the broad 
Jeſts, that are remarkable, in every Scene of it. 
Though I have never yet ſeen any one, that has 
fill'd them with half the Truth and Spirit of 
Leigh————Leigh rais'd the Character as 
much above the Poet's Imagination, as the Cha- 
rafter has ſometimes raiſed other Actors above 
themſelves ; and 1 do not doubt, but the Poet's 
. Knowledge of Leigh's Genius help'd him to 
many a pleaſant Stroke of Nature, which 3 
that Knowledge never might have enter*d into his 
Conception. Leigh was ſo eminent in this Cha- 
racter, that the late Earl of Dorſet (who was 
PR _— and's Judge of Theatrical 
Merit) 


. 
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Merit) had a whole Length of him, in the Friars 
Habit, drawn by Kneller: The whole Portrait. 
js highly painted, and extremely like him. But 
no wonder Leigh arriv'd to ſuch Fame in what 
was ſo compleatly written for him; when Cha- 
raters that would make the Reader yawn, in the 
Cloſet, have by the Strength of his Action, been 
lifted into the loydeſt Laughter, on the Stage. Of 
thisfkind was the Scrivener's great boobily Son in 
the Villain; Ralph, a ſtupid, ſtaring, Under- 
ſervant, in Sir Solomon Single. Ne 8 e 
to thoſe were Sir Jolly Jumble, in the Soſdier's 
Fortune, and his old Belfond in the Squire of 
Alſatia. In Sir Jolly he was all Life, and laughing 
Humour; and when Nokes ated with him in 
the ſame Play, they returned the Bill ſo dex- 
trouſly —_ another, that every ſcene between 
them, ſeem'd but one continued Reſt of Excel- 
lence—But alas! when thoſe Actors were gone, 
that Comedy, and many others, for the fame 
Reaſon, were rarely known to ſtand upon their” 
own Legs; by ſeeing no more of Leigh or Nokes' 
in them, the Characters were quite unk, ane 
alter d. In his Sir William Belfond, Leigh N 
ſhew'd a more ſpirited Variety than ever I fa in 
an Actor, an one Character come up to: The 
Poet, tis true, had here, exactly chalked for him 
the Out- Lines of Nature; but the high Colour- 
ing, the ſtrong Lights and Shades of Humour 
that enliven'd the whole, and ſtruck our Admira- 
tion with Surpriſe and Delight, where wholly 
owing to the Actor. The eaſy Reader might 
perhaps, have been pleaſed — the Author 
without diſcompoſing a Feature; but the Spec- 
tatof muſt have heartily held his ſides, or the 
br t. would have prong made” nay” ach 
or N 
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Now, 2 I obſer vd be fore, that *Nokes 
dbever was tolerably touch'd by any of his Sue- 
kedſſors; yet, in this Character, I muſt own, I 
have ſeen Leigh extremely well imitated, by my 
late facetious Friend Penkethman, who tho' far 
ſhort of what was inimitable, in the Original, 
yet as to the general Reſemblanee, was a very 
valuable Copy of him: And, as I know 
Penkethman cannot yet be out of your Memory, 
1 have chaſen to mention him here, to give you 
the neareſt Idea I can, of the Excellence of Leigh 
in that particular Light. For Leigh had many 
maſterly Variations, which the other cou'd not, 
nor ever pretended to reach; particularly in the 
Dotage, and Follies of extreme old Age, in the 
Characters ot Fumble in the Fond Husband, and 
the Toothleſs Lawyer, in the City; Politicks; 
both which Plays liv'd only by the extraordinary. 

performance of Nokes and Leigh 

There were two other Characters of the farcis 
cal kind, Gaeta in the Propheteſs, and Crack in 
Sir Covirtly Nice, which, as they are leſs con- 
fined to Nature, the Imitation of them was leſs 
diicuſt to Penkethman z who, to ſay the Truth, 
delighted more in whimſical than natural Cha- 
| facters 3 therefore when I fay he ſometimes re- 
ſembled Leigh, I reſerve this Diſtinction on his 
Maſter's ſide, that the pleaſing Extravagancies 
of Leigh, were all the flowers of his own Fancy, 
While the leſs fertile Brain of Pinky was contented 
to make uſe of the Stock his Predeceſſor had leſt 
him, In ſaying this, I do not detract from Pens, 
Kethmian's Merit, but only do Juſtice to Leigh. 
And though tis true, we as ſeldom ſee a god. 
Actor as a great Poet; ariſe from the bare Imi- 
tation of another s Genius; yet if this be a gene- 
tal Rule, Penkethman was the neareſt to an Ex- 
5 N ception 


C- 
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me from Truth, I ſhall endeavour to tell you 
fairly what was the beſt of him, that the Superiori« 
ty of Leigh may ftand in its due Light. 


great deal of comic power abdut him; but his 
Judgment was by no means equal to it; for he 
would make frequent deviations into the Whim- 


tences may be urged, ſrom the practice of the an- 


aan 


can plead for his continuing it is, that the lows 
ſenſeleſs, and monſtrous things he ſays and does in 
it; no theatrical Aſſurance - ebuld get through, 
with a bare Face: Let me give yeu an Inſtance 


want of it: When he firſt play d Harlequin in 
the Emperor of the Moon, ſeveral. Gentlemen 
(who inadvertently judged by the Rules of Na- 


ing that uſeleſs, unmeaning Mask ; and therefore 
inſiſted, that the next time of his acting that 
part, he ſhould play without it; Their deſire 
was accordingly complied with; but in vain? 
Penkethman could not take to himſelf the ſhame - 


was no more Harlequin; his Humour was quite 
diſooncerted; his Conſcience could not with the 

lame Front declare againſt Nature, Without the 
beth : cover. 


\ 


eption from it; for with thoſe who never knew = 
Leigh, he might very well have paſPd for 
more than common Original. Let again, as 
my partiality for Penkethman ought not to lead. 


Penkethinan had certainly! from Nature, 2: 


ſies of an Harlequin. By the way, whatever Al- 
lowances are made for the Licence oſ that Cha- 
rater, I mean of an Harlequin, whatever pre- 


cient Comedy, for its being played in a Mam, 
reſembling no part of the human Species; Iam 
apt to think, the beſt Excuſe a modern Actor 


of Penkethman's being out of Countenance for 


ture) fancied, that a great deal of the Drollery, 
and Spirit of his Grimace was loſty by his wear - 


of that Character without being concealed; he 


1 
* ' 
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ther Cauſe; without that Armour his Courage 
of Penkethman, it cannot but throw a wholeſome 


Nut how farther neceſſary the Mask is to that 


in the favour that the Harlequin Sauvage met 
with at Paris, and the ill Fate that followed the 


times launch out into a few gameſome Liberties, 


owing to this ſeeming humble way of waving all 


* —— „ 
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cover ot that unchanging Face, which he wat 
fre would never bluſh for it; it was quite ano- 


could not come up to the bold ſtrokes, that were 
neceflary to get the better of common Senſe, 
Now if this Circumſtance will juftify the modeſty 


Contempt on the low Merit of an Harlequin. 


Fool's Coat. we have lately had a ſtronger proof, 


fame Sauvage, when he pull'd off the Mask in 
London. +So that it ſeems what was Wit from a 
Harlequin, was ſomething too extravagant for a 
Characters drawn from Nature, might ſome- 


which could not have been excuſed from a more 
correct Comedian; yet, in his manner of taking 
them, he always ſeemed to me, in a kind of 
Conſciouſneſs of the hazard he was running, as 
if he had fairly confeſs*d that what he did, was 
only as well as he could do: That he was wil- 
ling to take his Chance for Succeſs; but if he did 
not meet with it, a Reproof ſhould break no 
Squares; he would mend it another time, and 
would take whatever his Judges pleaſed to think 

of him in good part; and I have often thought, 
that a good deal of the favour he met with, was 


Opretences to Merit, but what the Town would 
pleaſe” to allow him. What confirms me in this 
pinion is, that when it has been his ill Fortune 
to meet with a Diſgraccia, I have known hin 
ſay apart to himſelf, yet loud enough to be heard, 
«..Qdſo! I believe I am a little wrong here. 

Kos : HE Which 
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Which. Was. once e received, by he? Au- 
A that they turn d e Nepal nap Age 
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eee 
ed the happier, Sallies; of his Fancy, - from the - 
leaſt Hazard of Diſapprobation: he ſeem d nor 
to court, bar to attack your Applauſe, and al- 
ways came off victorious 31 nor dig his higheſt 
Aſſurance amount to any more, than, that juſt 
Confidence, without which the commendable 
Spirit of every good Actor muſt he abated; and 
of this | ſpirit Leigh was a moſt perfect Maſter; 

He was much admir'd by King Charles, who 

us'd to diſtinguiſh him, when ſpoken of, by — 
Title of his Acter: Which hower 

imagine, that in bis, Exile that Prinde 4 
have received his firſt, I mpreſſion of good Ac: 
tors from the Freneh Stage fer Leigh had 
more of that farcical Vivacity than Nokes ; bur 
Nokes was never languid by = more ſtrict Ad- 
herence to Nature, and as; far as my Judgment 
is worth taking, if their intrinſick Merit oould 
be juſtly neigh d, Nokes muſt have had the 
better in, the Balance. Upon the unfortunate 
Death. of, Montfort, Leigh 0 fell ill of a Fever; 
15 dy'd, in a Week Aſter him, 1 )ecemper 
- _ Gol 6 39-25 T9 i VC 
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R. Undechl way 2 onal; ad nated | 
Comedian, his particular Excellence 

7 = in Characters, that may be called 
Il . I mean the S 02 the — te h 


Stupid 
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eſt, aud th 
expreſfive Colours, and in ſome of them, 
leok d, as if it were not in the Power of human 
' Paſſions to alter a Feature of him. In the ſolemn 
Formality of Obadiah in the Committee, and in 

che beobily Heavineſs of Lolpoop in the Squire dt 
Alſatia, he ſeem'd the immeveable Log he ſtood 
for ; a Countenanee of Wood could net be more 
Axt than his, when the Blockhead of a Character 
required it: His face was full and long; from 
. his Crown to the- end of his-Noſe, was the Fotie 
half of it, ſo that the Diſproportion of his lower 
Features, when ſoberly compos'd with an unwan- 
dering Eye hanging over them, threw him into 
_ the moſt lumpiſn, moping Mortal, that ever 
made Beholders merry; not but, at other times, 


; Supi; bee te — 
moſt 


he could be wakened into Spirit equally icin n 
Jus In the coarſe, ruſtick Humour of Juſtice Ml 7 
Clodpare, in Epſome Wells, he was a delightful 1 
Brute; and in the Blunt Vivacity of Sir Sampſon, Wl * 
in Love for Love, he ſhew'd all that true per- a 
verſe Spirit, that is commonly ſeen in ſo much Wit, t 
and IIl- nature. This Character is one of thoſe 1 
few ſo well written, with ſo much Wit and I 
Humour, that an Actor muſt be the. groſlch 1 
Punce, that does not appear with an Pr Life 4 
in it : But it will ſtill ſhew as great a Proportion of + 
Skill, to comenearUnderhil in the acting it, which b 
not to undervalue thoſe who ſoon came after him) 1 
J have not yet ſeen. He was particularly admir'd a 
too, for the Grave-digger in Hamlet. The Au- þ 


thor of the Tattler recommends him to the Favour 


of the Town, upon that Plays being acted far 
his Benefit, wherein, after his Age had ſome 
| Years oblig'd him to leave the Stage, he came on 
again, for that Day, to perform his old Part; but 
alas, ſo worn, and diſabled, as ne * ta 

ve 
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how 5 in the Gra tape: he was digging 3 whih e 
could no more excite Laughter, his Infirmities 


were diſmiſs'd with Pity * He died ſoon after; a 
ſuper-annuated ' Penfioner, in the Liſt of thoſe 


the * N Lu to Sir * Richard e 
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gaye her the Name of Verbrug ggen, Was 
Miſtreſs of more variety of Humour, than I ever 
knew in any one Woman Actreſs.” This variety 
too, was attended with an equal Vivacity, which 


rent. As ſhe was naturally a pleaſant Mimick, 
ſhe had the Skill to make that Talent uſeful on 


round, diſtin& voluble, and Various, as Mrs. 


Afliſtant to the Actor. Nothing, tho“ ever fo 


ing her fair Form, to come heartily into it,; for 
When ſhe was eminent in ſeveral defirable Cha- 


would be, in as nch Fancy, when deſcending 


a vw Y 8 « 


who were ſupported by the joint Sharers, undef 


M. 8. Montfort, en ſecond Marriage: 


made her excellent in Characters extremely diffe- 


the Stage, a Talent which may be furpriſing in 
a Converſation, and yet be loſt when brought to 
the Theatre, Which Is the Cafe of Eſtcourt al- 


ready mention'd ;' But where the Elocation is 
Montfort s was, the Mimick, there, is à great 


barren, if within the Bounds of Nature, could 
be flat in her Hands, She gave many heighten- 

ing Touches to Characters but coldly written, 
and often made an Author vain of his Work, 
that in it ſelf had but little Merit. She was ſo - 
fond of Humour, in what low Part ſoever to he” 

found, what ſhe would make no ſeruple of defac- 


racters of Wit, and Humour, in higher Life, ſhe 
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into the antiquated Abigail of Fletcher, as when MN ti 
triumphing in all the Airs and vain Graces of a Ml << 

fine Lady; a Merit that few Actreſſes care for, t; 

In a Play of D'urfey's, now forgotten, call'd The ne 

L Weſtern Laſs, which Part ſhe acted, the tranſ- ti. 
a form'd her whole Being, Body, Shape, Voice, th 
| Language, Look, and Features into almoſt ano- th 
ther Animal; with a ſtrong Devonſhire Dialect, b 

a broad laughing Voice, a poking Hegd, round be 

1 Shoulders, an unconceiving Eye, and the moſt tl 
be. diz'ning Dreſs that ever cover'd the un- al 
5 train'd Limbs of a Joan Trot, To have ſeen tl 
"i her here, you would have thought it impoſ- S 
3 ſible the ſame Creature could ever have been Y 
-- Tecoverd, to what was as eaſy to her, the Gay, t 
the Lively, and the Deſirable. Nor was her fl 
W Humour limited, to her Sex; for, while her * 
ſhape Fele, d ſhe was a more atroit 4 
pretty Fellow, than is uſually ſeen upon the K 
Stage: Her eaſy Air, Action, Mien, and Gef- by 

ture, quite chang'd from the Quoif, to the cock'd 5 

Hat, and Cavalier in faſnion. People were ſo „ 

fond of ſeeing her a Man, that when the Part of 5 
Bays in the Rehearfal, had, for ſome tim 2 

lain dormant, ſhe was deſired to take it up, E 

which I have Gen her act with all the true, COX- B 
.combly Spirit and Humour, that the Sauen t 

of the Character required. * 

But what found moſt Employment for her 0 
whole various Excellence at once, was the Part f 
of M-lantha, in Marriage - Alamode. Melantha WW 7 

is as finiſh'd an Impertinent, as ever flutter'd in fl 

a Drawing-Room, and ſeems to contain the J 
moſt compleat ſyſtem of Female Foppery, that 2 
could poſſibly. be crowded into the tortured Form 7 

of a Fine Lady. Her Language, Dre, S 


Motion, Manners, Seu, and Body, are in a con- 
1 5 tinual 
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tinual Hurry to be ſomething more, than is ne- 
ceſſary or commendable. And though I doubt 
jt will be a, vain Labour to offer you a Juſt Like- 
neſs of Mrs. Montfort's Action, yet the fantaſ- 
tick Impreſſion is ſtill fo ſtrong in my Memory; 
chat I cannot help ſaying ſomerhiag, tho? fantaſ- 
tically, about it. The firſt ridiculous: Airs thae 
break from her, are upon a Gallant, never ſeen 
before, who delivers her a Letter from her Fa- 
ther, recommending him to her good Graces, as 
an honourable Lover. Here now, one would 
think ſhe might naturally ſhew a little of the 
Sex's decent Reſerve, tho? never ſo lightly cos 
ver'd! No, Sir; not a Tittle of it; Modeſty is 
the Virtue of a poor ſoul'd Country Centlewoman, 4 
ſhe is too much a Court Lady to be under ſo 
vulgar a confuſion ; ſhe reads the Letter therefore 
with a careleſs, dropping Lip, and an erecteg 
Brow, humming it haſtily over, as if ſhe were 
impatient to outgo her Father's Commands, by 
making a compleat Conqueſt of him at once; 
and that the Letter might not embarrafs her 
Attack, the crumbles it at onee into her Palm, 
and pours upon him her whole Artillery of Airs, 
Eyes and Motion; down goes her dainty; diving 
Bo dy to the Ground, as if ſhe were ſinking under 
the conſcious Load of her own Attractions; then 
hunches into a Flood of fine Language and 
Compliment, ſtill playing her Cheſt forward in 
fifty Falls and Riſings, like a Swan upon was- 
ing Water; and, to complete her Impertinence. 
he is ſo rapidly fond of her own WE. that ſhe 
will not give her Lover leave to praMetit ; ſilept- 
affenting Bows, and vain Endeavours to "ſped 
are all the ſhare of the Converſation he is admitted - 
to, which, at laſt he is relieved from, by her 
Engagement to half a ſcore Viſits, which ſhe | 
1 1 . 2 
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ſwims From: him to make, with a Promise ts 
return in a Twinkling.  . 
If this Sketch has colour enough to give you 


any near conception of her, E then need only 
tell you, that throughout the whole Character, 


her variety of Humour was every way propor. 


tionable; as, indeed, in moſt parts that ſhe 


thought worth her care, or that had the leaſt 
matter for her Fancy to work upon, I may juſtly 
ſay, That no Actreſs whatever could have 


E thera ang”, more e Fes « 
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; R S. Bracegirdle was an Actreſs who bad 
IVI more favour from the Publick Dn. any 
Jever knew, which ſhe maintained to 

pc laſt of her Dramatick Life, by not being un- 
guarded i in her private Character. This Diſcretion 
. contributed, not a little, to make her the, Darling 
* of the, Theatre; for it will be no extravagant 
Thing to fay, ſcarce an Audience ſaw her, that 

were leſs than half of them Lovers, without a 

fuſpected Favourite among them: And tho ſhe 
might be ſaid to have been the Univerſal Paſſion, 
and under the higheſt Temptations, her Conftancy 
in reſiſting them, ſerved. but to increaſe the num- 
ber of her Admirers: And this perhaps you. 
will more eaſily believe, when J extend net my 
Encomiums on her perſon beyond à ſincerity 
that can be ſuſpected; for ſhe had no greater 
Claim to Beauty, than what the moſt deſirable 
Brunette might pretend to. But her Youth, and 


lively — threw out fuch a Glow of Hen 


> \ 


the” N TNF SY 
and Cheaffulneſs, that, On tlie Stage; key Specta- 
ors that were not paſt i it, could beheld 1 
vithout defire. It was even a Faſhien among the 
Gay and Young, to have a Taſte or Tendre for 
rs. 1 7 and Hor Oh 8 Aurkers 


7 
Court to her, in o Kette Clegg. Fallcthte 
chief parts che afted, the Deftrabie has Jo pre- 
dominant, that no Judge could be cold enough  _ 
to con ider from War other Excettence—the® 
became delightful. . To ſpeak critically of an 
Actreſs that Was ertremefy „ hazardous 
as to be poſitive in one's Opinion of. e be 
Opera: f agr. Pio ble often pin PA be 

55 Gi = 


ſon, Whew tak no See 1 
we have only. Tate to to, and of 10 
there can be no 9 5 1 ſhall therefore only 

ſay of Mrs. Bracegitdle, chat che _ . 
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racter, And ſha) I leave 7 5 ncbateftil : 

her Merit to its own Value. Yer let ne „ 
there were two very”. Aifferent Carasters, ©fh 
which ſhe acquitted herfelf with uncommon A 
plauſe: If any thing could xxcuſt that deſperatt 
Extrayagance of Love, that atnolt frantick Paſs 
ſton of Lee's Alexander 5 
been when Mrs. Bricegirdle was His-Stätitm 

When ſhe acted Millamant, all the Fatlts, Palftes 5 
and A ffectation of that ugrreuble Tyrant, were 5 
venially melted down into ſo many Charms and 
Attractions of a conſcious Beauty. In othet Bs PM, 
Characters, where Singing was a neceſſary part 
of them, her Voice and Action gave a Pleaſure, 


which good Sepls was not ham d to give praiſe 
to. . t 
„5 vl | 


3 The: . * 


Che bird from the Stage in the Height of 
ker favour from the Publick, when moſt of her 
Cotemporaries, whom ſhe had been bred up 
with, were declining, in the Year 1710, nor 
. could ſhe be perſuaded to return to it, under new 

' Maſters, upon the moſt advantageous Terms that 
were offered her, excepting one Day, about: 
Year after, to aſſiſt her good Friend Mr. Better- 
ton, when ſhe play d Angelic in Love for 
88 1 his Benefit. | 


— 
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Mes. 1 1 I G H'S Character. 1 


M RS. Leigh, the Wife of Leigh alteach 
mentioned, had a very droll way of drei- 
ſing the pretty Foibles of ſuperannuated Beauties 
She had, in her ſelf, a good deal of Humour, and 
knew how to 4; e it into the affected Mothers, 
Aunts, and modeſt ſtale Maids, that had miſg4 
their Market; of this fort were the Modiſh Me, 
ther in the Chances, affecting to be politely 
commode for her own Daughter ; the Coquetts 
Prude of an Aunt, in Sir Courtly Nice, Who 
prides herſelf in bein haſte, and cruel, at Fifty, 
and the languiſhing Tad Wiſhfort, in The Way 
of the World: In all theſe, with many others, 
the was extremely entertains and painted, 
with great Exactneſs, and in a x lively Ke 
the blind ſide of Nature. WEL 


#7 * : 


The 


7 K o a * 1 X * - * — ” * 
2 | : * wa N - : * 7 7 " 0 ** 4 n T * ang . N „ — — 
— 2 | 18 p ; 
*. — * 
; ' 
45 1 R - | * 
* „ Wha. - 3 ' 
5 - 9 of 4 * 
> ** of 5 * 1 2 4 - Fe 1 * . 
5 4 7 4 Gy F 
- N . ro 
E | A 4 32 
7 & 1% * 
* - * « 
F " * 
_ 1 0 
k . 
a” 


The Characters of Mrs, BzTTERTON. 4 
ä Mrs. Bur IL A R. 1 | 


RS. Betterton was fo cnt 2 Miftrefs of a 

Nature, that even Mrs. Barry, who 
acted the Lady Macbeth after her, could 
not in that part, with al her ſuperior Strength 
and Melody of Voice, throw out thoſe quick: and 
careleſs Strokes of Terror, from the Diſorder of 

a guilty Mind, which the other gave us with a 
Faciliry in her Manner, that render d them at 


1f WW once tremendous and delightful, Time could 
{-Wvot impair her Judgment, tho' he had brought 

. her Perſon to decay; for. ſhe was to the laſt, the + 
| 


Admiration of all true Judges of N ature und 
Lovers of Shakeſpeare, in whoſe Plays ſhe chiefly 
excell'd, and without a Rival. When ſhequit- 


red the Theatre, ſeveral good Actreſſes were the 
VB better for ker Inſtruction. She was a Woman of 
an unblemiſh'd and lobet Life; and had the 


Honour to teach Queen Anne, when Frinceſi, 
the part of Semandra in Mithridates, which ſne 
acted at Court in King Charles's Time. After 
the Death of Mr. Betterton, her Husband, that 
Princeſs, when Queen, ordered her a; penſton 
for Life, but ſhe liv'd not to receive more chan | 
the firſt halt Year of 1 it. 8 

Mrs. Butler, who had Toe Chriſtian 1 
of Charlotte given her by King Charles II. was 
the Daughter of a decay d Knight, and had the 
Honour of that Prince's Recommendation to the 
Theatre a provident Reſtitution, giving to the 
Ny 


er 
Sage in kind, what he had e taken fra 
I it: The Publick, . at leaſt, was obliged by it; 
i The proved not only a good Actreſs, but vn 
owed to ſing and dance to great perfection 
10 "the R Operas of Diocleſian, and that 
of King Arthur, ſhe was a capital and admiredii 
Performer. In ſpeaking too, ſhe had a ſweet: 
ton Voice; which, with her naturally gente 
Air, and: ſenſible; Pronounciation, render'ds he 
wholly:Miftreſs of the {A miable, in many feriom 
Churacters In parts of Humour too ſhe had 
manner of blending her aſſuaſi ve Soſtneſs, even 
with the Cay, ce Lively, and the: Alluring 0 
this the gave an agreeable Inſtances in her Action 
of the Dake of Buckingham's' {ſccond ;Conſtantii 
i the CRances.' In Which, if I ſhould- ſay, 1 
have: never ſeen her exceeded, I might ſtill dong 
wrong to the late Mrs. Oldfield's lively perfor: 
mate of the fame Character. : Mrs. Oldfield 
___ Famemdy: ſpare Mrs. Butler's Action this Com 
pPlwKliment, witnout the leaſt Diminution, or | Ni 
Pute of her 8 . in Characters An 
8 nene, 86 
Hert, one can't belp oblervig, — 5 thes 
Sz but one Theatre in London, at what: unequal 
Salaries, compared to thoſe of latter Days, tt 
thiced Actors were then held, by the frugal Ma 
— 9 omg -of their Maſters; fer Mrs. Butler bad 
but forty Shillings a Week, and could ſhe ha 
obtained an addition of ten Shi llings a Week, 
would never have leſt their Service; but being 
offered her own Conditions to go to the Theatre 
At Dublin, ſoon after the Revolution, he? Dil- 
oontent I IN WE to > the 5 
N r N | 89 
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R. Dogge was the moſt an odge and 
the ſtricteſt Obſerver of Nature, df alþ. his 
Corctaporiies." He borrowed from non 5 
them: His Manner was his own; He wasa Pat- | 

tern to others, whoſe greateſt Merit was, that 
they had ſometimes tolerably imitated kim. . In 
dreſſing 4 Character to the greateſt Exa@neſs,,,h 
was remarkably skilful; the leaſt Article of 
whatever Habit he wore,” ſeemed in ſome. mea- 

ſure to ſpeak and mark the different Humour he 
preſented ; a neceſſary Care in a Comedian, in 

which many have been tos remiſs, or ignorant. 

He could be extremely ridiculous, without ſtep⸗ 
ping into the leaſt Impropriety, to make him o. 
His greateſt Sueceſs was in Characters of — 5 
Life, which he improved, from the delight he 
took, in his Obſervations of that kind, in tbe 


real Werld. In Songs and particular Bances too 5 15 


of Humour, he had no Competitor. Congreve 


was a great Admirer of him, and found his A- 725 8 


count in the Characters he expreſſy wrote for 


him. In thoſe of Fondlewife, in his Old Bat- g 3 8 


chelor; and Ben, in Love for Love, no Author ws 
and Actor could be more obliged to their mutual _ - 


maſterly Performances. He was very acceptable . 5 


to fever Perſons of high Rank and 'Tatte ; the 50 
-he ſeldom cared to be the Comedian eee 
his more intimate Ae 355 | 
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Mrs. oe ischen en,” | 


Tl 1 Pc 11 
uns. Gulageld was taken into the -Thedtt 
in the Year 1699, where ſhe rrmainedd al- 
3 * and unheeded, till: Sir John Van- 
___ gh; who firſt recommended her, gave her che 
Mart bf Alinda, in the Pilgrim revi'd. Thi 
"ds Character happily became that want of 
Confidence which is inſeparable from young Be- 
Sibmers, Who, 8 * Knee to any 
Prerllence- WD ech ten bags e 07 43 
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ener. Gibber ſays of her: as follows, 2 


When Mrs. Oldfield firſt appeared upon the 
Stage, I was ſo far dereived in my Opinion of 
ber; chat J thought ſhe had litrle more than 


TI * Ae Peda, : that appeared neceſſary to the 
Pl forming 4 2 g00d Actress; for the — wich 


extraordinary a Diffidence, that it ben her 


IE 5 = too deſpondingly down, t0 a formal, 'pl; lain, 
eat wander of ea Nor coyid the tilver 
3 Tone of- her Voice, till after ſome time, incline 

2 , Ear to any Hope, in her fayour. But 


</publick Approbation is the warm Weather of 


A ckeatrical Plaut, which will ſobn bring it for- 
7 OR" Whatever Perlection Nature has de- 


ä ſig However, Mrs. Oldfield, 1 perhaps 
H r nr 405 fteſli Parts, kemes: to come but 

| 5 N forward, rill the Lear 1703. Our Com- 
pan, that Summer; acted at: the 10 Brgy during 


the Reſidence of Queen Anne at that place. It 
happened at that Time, that Mrs. Verbruggen, 
buy reaſon of her laſt ſickneſs, of which ſhe died 
oon after, was left in Lane and though 
* me. is on - * molt 
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moſt of — THE were — ar to be diſpoſe 
of, yet ſo earneſt was the other Players for 
< them, that only one of them came to the ſhare 
6 of Mrs; Oldfield, that of Leonora, 1 in Sir Court- 
ly Nice; a Part of good Plain Jenſe, but not 
© over elegantly "cer It! was in this part ſhe 
< ſurprized me So an Opinion of her having al! 
« the innate Powers of a good Actreſs, Ah gh 

< they were yet büt in the Bloom of what hes 
< promiſeg;: Ade ſhe had acted Leonora, 1 
© had fo cold, an Expectation of her, that the 
could rer prevail with me to rehearſe with 
her the Scenes ſhe was-chiefly*concerned® in 
« with Sir Courtly, which I then acted: Hw- 
ecver, we ran thiem over; with a mutual Inad- 
vertency of one another ; I ſeemed careleſs, as 
« conchadi ing that any Help Teould give her, was 
to ſittle or no pufpoſe; and ſhe- Mutter d out 
< her Words in a ſort of miftyamanner; at wy le 
Opinion of her. But when the Play eathe to 
be ackecl, The hadi a juſt Oechften- tc krig pk 


Se T e 


1 


1 


< unexpełted performanee awaken d. me to; ſo 
forward and ſudden a ſtep to Nature Fad 


more ſorprizing Was, "that F knew it alk pro- 
© ceeded from her on inding; untaught 
< and unaſhſtee” by ay Acro c more Expe-.- 
© ret Vimo e 10 SUIT * 
Though the part Gebots in itſelf; was of 
£ i like value, that when the got more into 
6 Eſteem,” it was one of the Teveral ſhe gave 
< away to inferior Actreſſes; yet it was che rt 
(as T have obſerved)- that corrected wyꝗg üg. 
ment of her? and confirmed mein a ſtrong Be- 
1 I, 22 ſhe could'nor' fail;-in- de eine of 
N Ay 10 erte ** Fele 42811 * . 2 2 
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< never ſcen; and'what "made" ber perforinitice 


\ 


© over my-Judgment, by the furprize that her 


68 The Hisron? be - 
© being what the, was afterward , e 1 
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in ws 855 N — 5 Jae yn to 4 1 Ga 
: « racter. of Lady Betty Modiſh, by any one 
„Woman, then among us; Mrs. 7erbruy en 
© being. now in a very. declining ſtate of Health, 
« and Mrs, Bracegirdle out NY Rea and 
c engag d in another Comp: But, as I. 
< have ſaid, Mrs. Oldfield — thrown out 
5 ſuch new Proffers of a — I was ne longer 
< at a loſs for Support; my Doubts were diſpell d 
and I had now a new call to finiſh, It > Accord- 
„ ingly, the Careleſs Husband took its Fate upon 
< the. ne the Winter following. What- 
8 ever favourable Reception this N * 
met with from the Publick ;- it would b 
juſt in me, not to place a large; Share of it to 85 
< Account of Mrs. Oldfield ; not N "5g 175 the 
s uncommon Excellence of her Action; ut even 
rom her perſonal manner of Converting, 
< Thereare-many. Sentiments in the Character, of 
Lady Betty Modiſh, that I — 5 1 lay, 
© were originally her own, or only dreſs'd with 
a little more care, than when they negligently 
« fell from her lively Humour ; >, had For Birth 
pla d her in a higher Rank of Life, ſhe had 
< certainly appear d, in reality, what in this Play 
© ſhe only, excellently, acted an agrecably gay 
Woman of Quality, a little too conſcious of 
< her natural Attractions. I have often ſeen her 
in private Societies, „where Women of the beſt 
2 might * borrow'd ſome part of her 
* Behaviour 


"= STAGE 80 
0 Behaviour, without the leaſt Dithind fön of a 155 
e l 


Senſe, or Dignity. After her Saccets, in 
c Character of hig br Lite, 111 that 5 
„given her of the. AﬀreR, "Tee 15 to 7 J ie 
«to its full Ferfeckion; 
0 Power could not be kit own 0 Ty fen, in 
0 variety of Characters j which, As faſt fs "they 
« fell to ber, The 1 C Seen „Athers 
had much mores # 7 trhanſoe, Nun 
they. had reaſo nto h 25 m what: Bad 
« written for her; and fn: 2 f "Jeſs than and. 
"Ther, but as. their T Genibs ih che Pires they allet. | 
"ed er, was more or Jets elevated. 1565 
In the "caring of her 5 55 The Was Par- 
0 he rs fortunate 3, her AE, re was 'alwa 
« improving, to her Thirty Year; 1 br 
Excellence in Acting was ears, at A Taind's . 
« the laſt new Character "the Thone * in Ad 
© Townly) Was A z proof char the was All ble 2 
do more. il more could Have bern done fot her. = 
„She had one Mark of goodfetife, rarely Khon. 
in any Actor of either Sk, ol 55 85 Thive 
© obſerv'd ſeveral, with promiſing g Di Urins, 
very deſirous of Inſtruction At Heir fi "Tetting, 
* out ; but no ſooner had they found their leaſt _ 
, Account, in it, than they ere "as d irous of 
being left, to their own Capacity, which they, 
then thought would be difffatd, by their ſeem- 
ing to want any farther Amſtance But this 
was not Mrs, Oldbelds way of thinking ; for to 
the laſt Year of her life, ſhe never undertook 5 
© any Part ſhe lik d, without being importunately 
* deſirous of having All the helps in it, that ano- 
ther could poſlibly give her. By knowing fo 
© much hefſelf, ſhe found how much more there 
* was of Nature, yet needful to be known. Yet 


Fir vas a hard * to give her any Hint, that 


JJC 


"0 


70 The 3 of. 


© ſhe was not able. to take, or improve. With 
All this Merit, ſhe was tractable, and leſs pre- 
* ſuming, i in her Station, than ſeveral, that had 
© not half her Pretenſions to be troubleſome : Bat 
© ſhe loſt nothing by her eaſy Conduct; ſhe had 
© every thing ſhe ask d, which ſhe took care 
6 ſhould be Reaſonable, becauſe ſhe hated as 
much to be grudg'd, as deny'd a Civility. 
0 pen her extraordinary Action in the Provok d 
*. Husband, the Managers made her a preſent of 
_ © Fitty Guineas more than her agreement, which 
never was more than a Verbal one; for they 
< knew ſhe was above deſerting them, to engage 
c upon any other Stage, and ſhe was conſcious, 
they would never think it their Intereſt, to give 
© her cauſe of Complaint. In the laſt two Months 
of her Illneſs, when ſhe was no longer able to 
« affit them, ſhe declin'd receiving her Salary, 
< tho' by her Agreement ſhe was entitled to it 
e Upon _ whole, ſhe was to the laſt Scene 
ſhe acted the Delight of her Spectators: Why 
then may we not cloſe her Character, with the 
£ eee Indul ence with Which Horace 18 of 
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Weg in the hole lich various Bail 
ſhine, _ 4 
Terre idle, upon Errors, to refine. 
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M J Marſhal, was ah \ Adel Andes for 
playing haughty Parts in Tragedy, parti- 
cularly the Character of Roxalana, by which 
Name ſhe generally went. She was ſaid to be Miſ- 
treſs of a very ſevere Virtue; and was attacked 
by, but had withſtood the Earl of Oxford in 
every Form an artful Gallant could put on. 
Grown mad with Love, and her Repulſes, he 
forms a Plot to get her by Force; intending to 
ſieze her as ſhe went from the Houſe after ſhe 
had been acting this Part; which being made 


known to her, by ſome real Friend, ſhe « loo 
a party of the King's Guards to protect her. 


When her Chair appeared, the Nobleman began 
his aſſault, but was valiantly repulſed, and ſhe 
was ſafely conducted home. 

The adventure was the whole Taſk: of: the 
Court and Town; the Ladies applauded her 
Reſolution ſecretly, not a little pleaſed to ſee their 
Sex's reſolutle Behaviour in Roxalana. Many 


Parties were formed both for and againſt her: 


The Fanaties cried out, ſaying, it was 2 ſhame 
they ſhould bring up Girls in the School of Venus, 
reaching them ſuchAirs and Tricks to tempt Man- 
Kind. The Gentry liked the Diverfion, alledg- 
Ing, the greater the Temptation, the - the 
Glory to reſiſt. 1 
However, in this Affair, the King himſelf 
having the Story repreſented to him in the blach. 
5 1 > and his Majeſty, with a 
F reedom 


Iv Death, the Concern for fo ancient a F amily 8 be- 


The. WT v. „ 


; oF natural to one of the beſt tempered Prin- 
Es, told the Earl, he thought the Vice (though 
rhaps he gave too much Countenance to it by 
hag Irregularity) bad enough with the Conſent 
the Fair, but where Force or Violence was'tſed; 
it was ſo heinous; he would not, though a 
Sovercign, indulge the thought of ſuch an Action, 
much more permit i: be, he IP by” a r 
Thig — 
oe 


ſed Fke A Mar, 9 == — "and 
— r down t to one of hip EE 
re ſoon growing. weary of her, he p 0 

the Mask, and, - with ſcorn, bids her return 
to the Stage. Upon this, ſhe threw herſelf at the 
King's Feet, who ceuntenanced her ſo far, that 
dn Earl allow her 500.1. a Year.; and, 
+ as Jong as her-Son lived would not ſueffr him t 

Marry any other Lady ; but, on the Childs 


Serra z 


S 


2 
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coming extinct ho Earl being the laſt of it) his 
Majeſty thr ere great Interceſſion was prevailed 
1 726 ere of fiche Earl. 8 Re. Meme. 1 


Mr. John Lacy -was a Natiye of Yarkſhira 
Þorn near Doncaſter. He was bred in the Pro- 
Xflion. of a Dancing Maſter, but purſuing ſome 

military Views; he became 2 Lieutenant and 
-Quaiter-Maſter under Colonel Gerrand. He 
1 80 - * ſhaped Man ; of a noble Sen, 


5 
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ad jultly proportioned. What Rabat 
upon the Stage we cannot determine ; but Lang- 
baine, in his Account of the Engliſh'Dramatick 


Poets, t tells us, That he was a Comedian, Whoſe 
Abilities in Action were ſufficiently Known to all 
Who frequented” the King's Theatre. He per- 


formed all the Parts he undertook to a Miracle, 
in ſo much that as the Age he lived in never had, 
ſo I am apt to believe no other wilt erer Have 
his Equal, at leaſt not his Superior. 

He was ſo well approved of by King Charles 
ll. an undeniable Judge in dramatick Arts, that 
he cauſed His Picture to be drawn in three Cha- 
rafters in one and the ſame piece, ix. Teague in 


the Committee; Mr. Soruple i in the Cheats; and 
Monſieur Galliard, in the 'Variety,- now: inthe 


Royal Palace of Windſor Caſtle. Nor did his 


Talene wholly lie in Acting, he knew boch ho, 


ge and write Flays, ald üthe Autkor of 


0 to jud 
three Comedies, viz. Lersch: 


I. The Dumb Lady: 05, The Farrier made 
Phyſician. Taken from Le Miedicin malgre 
' Whoever will compare them together, 


will find that. Mr. 510 has eren improved | | 


Moliere. CC ff SN A 1164 = Bd 


II. The Old Troop : Of; 2Monticur Ragou. 
Taken likewiſe; 4100. conjecti jecture, from om the French. 


Both theſe Plays: were acted hy (univerſal 'Ap- 
plauſe. 2 408 


III. Sir Hercules n: Os The Poetical | 


Squire. This Play was brought upon the Stage 


after the Author's deceaſe, 1684. In the Pro- 


logue, ſpoken by that very facetious Com- 


dian ler Joſeph Haines were the e 


Lines, 
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25 ders weten a great many 850 2 * 


8 Tragedy, Mordonius in King and no King, Caſ- 


Great. Mithridates King of Pontus: When he 
n this laſt part, Mr. Lee cried out, in 


n 


* 


2 — fam'd Lan 3 hy sas 
That Standard of Comedy, i in our I" 1 
Wrote this Play: LC 4545 
And- if it takes not, all that we _ lay. on "ht, 
Is, we've his F ales! net t his Hand to Px o on't, 
El 7 {36 5689 #4: 
WT 1 * Comedy was very well received: 
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aſter the Reſtoration of King Charles II. What 
Excellencies to enumerate would be endleſs. We 
haye already given the Characters of ſome of the 
Principal, among whom nee elne 
Mr. Smith and Major. Mohu SHED £5 
Ide following were ſome of Mr. Hart's 125 
ing Characters; Arbaces in King and no King. 
Amintor, in the Maid s Tragedy, Rollo \Duke 
of Normandy, Brutus in Julius Czfar,.. Othello, 
and Alexander the Great. In this, oft Character 
he appeared with. uch Majeſty, in his Looks and 
Geſture, that a Courtier of the firſt Rank was 
Pleaſed to honour him with this Commendation, 
7 Hart, ſays he, might teach any King on Earth 
h to comport himſelf,” He was likewiſe 
Nr in Comedy; particularly in the parts 
Moſca in Volpone, Don John in the Duke of 
uckingham's ee Wildblood 3 in the Mock 
be 173 ot atf 245; v3 * 1 8 i 2 
Major Mobs 1 # bo parts of 1 
Jace i in the Alchymiſt, Melanthius in the Maid's 


ſius in Julius Cæſar. Clytus in. Alexander the 


the 


he greateſt Extafy, 0 Labs, Mofun Thou 
little Man of Mettle, were I to write a hundred 
ige, Plays thou ſhould'ſt be in em allt, 


* 2 A 
© >.> x 


Never had any Court o. great 8. —_ * 
Actors and theatrical Performances, as that of 
King Charles II. For when the Play of Love 


and Honour, written þy ad William 1 


was ated before the, C the King 
Betterton, who played Pride Alvaro, his Coro | 


nation- ſuit. An to, Mr. Hafris, Abo p 1 big 
Proſpero, 5 uke of Vork gave 


Davenport, an excellent W Phyed Eyan- & 
dra. ait ef s Þ 

A ſhort Time after this,” Are Refi of” 
Shakeſpeare”s Romeo and Ufer, ery” merry 


play between the Houſe of ales and the 
Houſe of Paris, Mrs: Holden, E 2 good Akkreſs, 1 


Hurry, and, crying out, 0 MY DEAR Cottir;: 
inadvertently, omitted the Letter O, and lying 
a vehement Accent on the Word, put che 
Houſe into the loudeſt Fit of Lad chter and Mer. 


Miſtake, tetired wech elle uro Fehn, 


tion. Je 
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And to Mr. Price, who Woe 9 0 Re 
Parma, the Lord Oxford ga 8 Cloathis. Mis. 


Incident happened. There being 4 ight in this 


who was the Wife of Paris, "entering 1 in a violent” 


riment. While the Arch, FS Kious of her 
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Profeflion, are 


| of. their natural 
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* Ws "ny vir wille, it ee 
very good Actors, tho“ of different Excel. 


* * 


| lencies, and as they, were Cotemporaries with Mr. 


Cibher, both in acting, and in the Management 
of the Theatre, it is = doubted but his: Opinion 


of. theſe two celebrated Actors, will be very agree. 


able, which take as follows, 1 

«Tf I were to paint them in the Colours they 
laid upon one another, their Talents would not 
be ſhewn with half the Commendation, - I am 
inclined to beſtow upon them, when they, are left 
to my: own. Opinion, But Page, of the, ſame 

pt to ſee themſelves in their own 
clear Glaſs of Partiality, and look upon Hong 
Equals through. a miſt of Prejudice. 

It might be i nd too, from the Aires 
mpers, that Wilks ſhould 
have been more blind to the Excellencies of 
Booth, than Booth was to thoſe of Wilks; but it 
was not ſo: Wilks would ſometimes commend 
Booth to me; but when Wilks excel'd, the 
other was filent : Booth ſeem'd to think nothing 
valuable, that was not tragically Great, or Mar- 
vellous ; Let that be as true, as it may; yet 


1 


I have often thought, that from his having no 
Taſte of Humour himſelf, he might be too much 
wo d. to depreciate the Acting of it in others. 


very flight Opinion, which in private Con- 
verſation with me, he had of Wilks's acting Sir 


Harry Wi! dair, was certainly more, than could 
i | be 


* 
8 Nes 


Nd carr ry? fligh e to ü e 5 
of Approbation: For thou "the Character Gf 

| Wide Race inany 17 Scene will ſtand acainft 
a juſt Criricif m; 960 i 

10 many gay, and falſe ER of the fine Gentle- 


man, ns nothing but 2 Vivacity in the Pere 


eee © proportionably . extravagant, ©, coult 
have made them 1 1 * late, pen 4 com. 


Wilks, from lis 6: letting gut, certainly rat 
his manner of Acting, apo the Model of 15 5 
fort; as Booth did his, chat" of Betterton. But 


neither of, tem came up to their op: : Wilks 


had not chat eafy, repulited Behaviour; ©" or; 
the harmonious Elocution 3 One, nor Bos 
that, conſciqus 
ſite Variation of Voice, phe made every, 14 

Other ſpoke dem his own, natural, felt- flyers 
Sentiment: Yer there is Milt room for great, Com. 
mendation of Botk the firſt mentioned; Which 


will not be. ſo much diminifh'9, in my häviag 


faid, they were only excell'd by ſuch Predecefiors - 


as it will be rais d, in venturing to affirm, it will 
be a longer time, before an Succeffors will e come 
near them. Thus one of the greateſt Praiſes g 1 
ven to Virgil is, that no Succeſſor in Poetry came 
ſo near Him, as He himſelf did to Homer. 

Though the Majority of Publick Auk 
but bad judges of Theatrical Action, and are often 
deceiv F into their A Pprobation of what has no 
ſolid Pretence to it; yet, as there are no other 


appointed Judges to appeal to, and as every lingle | 
Spectator has a Right to be one of them, their 


Sentence 


Te 


the Whole, chere ale 


cet of Intelligence, nor 11 f 
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entence: will be definitive, and the Merit of an 
Actor muſt, in ſome degree, be weigh'd by it; 
By this Law then, Wilks was pronounced an 
did. not allow him te be, they were at leaſt too 
candid-to ſlight, or diſcqurage him: Booth and 
he were Actors ſo directly oppoſite in their Man- 
ger, that, if either of them could have borrowed 
a4 little of the other's. Fault, they would both have 
been improv'd by it: If Wilks had ſometimes 


too violent a vivacity 3, Booth as often contented 


| himfelf with too grave a Digaity :\ The Latter, LY 


ſeemꝰd too much to heave up his Words, as the 
other to dart them to the Ear, with too quick and 
harp,a vehemence,;; Thus Wilks, would too fre- 
quently break. into the, Time and Meaſure of the, 
Harmony, by too many fpirited Accents, in one, 
Line; and Booth by too ſolemn a Regard to 
Harmony, would asokien loſe the neceſſary Spirit 

of it: So that (as, I have obſerv d) could we 
have ſometimes rais'd the one, and ſunk the other, 


they had both been nearer to the mark. Yet this 
could not be always objected to them: They had 
their Intervals of unexceptionable Excellence, 
that more than ballanc'd their Errors. The 
Maſter- piece of Booth was Othella: There, he 
was moſt in Character, and ſeemed not more 

to animate, or pleaſe himſelf, in it, than his Spec- 

tators. Tis true, he owed his laſt, and higheſt 

the Novelty, and critical Appearance of that 

| Character, that chiefly ſwell'd the Torrent of his 
applauſe : For let the Sentiments of a declaiming, 
Patriot have all the Sublimity, that Poetry can 
| raile them to; let them be deliver'd, too, with 
| the utmoſt Grace, and Dignity of Elocution, that 
can recommend them to the Auditor: Yet 5 18 


- 


| 
4 
: 
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12 one Light, wherein the Egeellence 6f an AC. 
tor can ſhine: But in Othello We may ſee hirh, in 
the Variety « of Nature: There the Actor is carried 
through the different accidents of domeſtick 
Happineſs and Miſery, Occaſionally tofn, and 
tortur'd by the moſt diſtracting Paſſion, that can 
raiſe Terror, or Compaſſion, in the Spe 
Such are the, Characters that a Maſter- a 
delight in ;. therefore, in Othello, I may fafe- 
ly aver, that 300th ſhew* d himſelf thricethe Actor 
1 he could in Cato. And yet his Merit in 
acting Cato need not be diminiſh'd byt this Com- 

| riſon. 1 

Wilks often fegretted: that! in Tragedy; he kad - 
not the full, and ſtrong Voice, of Booth to com- 
mand, and grace his Periods with; But Booth 
us'd to ay, that if his Ear had deen equal to it, 
Wilks had vdice enough to have ſhewn himſelf 
a much better Traged lan. Now though there 
might be ſome Truth in this; yet theſe two 
Actors were. of ſo mixt a merit, that even in 
Tragedy, the Superiority was not always on the 
ſame ſide ; In Sorrow, Tenderneſs, or Reſignation 
Wilks plainly had the Advantage, and ſeem'd 
more pathetically to feel, look, and expreſs his 
calamity: But, in the more turbulent tranſports 
of the Heart, Booth again bore the Palm, and 
all Competitors' behind him, A Fact perhaps 
will ſet this Difference, in a clearer Light, I 
have formerly ſeen Wilks act Othello, and Booth 
the Earl of Effex, in which they both miſcarried: 
Neitker the exclamatory Rane” or Jealouſy of the 
one, or the plaintive Diſtreſſes of the other, were 
happily executed, or became either of chem; 5 
though in the contrary Characters, mw were 
both excellent, | 


q When 
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When an After becomes, and naturally Look 
che Character he ſtands in, I have often obſerv 
it to have had as fortunate an Effect, and as much 
recommended him to_ the approbatien of the 
1 auditors, as the moſt correct, or Judici- 
| tterance of the Sentiments.: This was 
5 1 e, in the fa vourable Reception 
2 met with in Hathlet, where T own the 
Half. of what he ſpoke, Was as painful to my 
Ear, as every Line, that came from Betterton 
was charming; and yet it is not impoſſible, could 
they have come to a Poll, but Wilks might 
— had a majority of admirers; However, 
ſuch a Diviſion had been no Proof, that the 
| Praeminence had not ſtill remain'd in Betterton 
and if I ſhould add, that Booth too, was 
behind Betterton in Othello, it would be ſay- 
ing no more, than Booth himſelf had udgment 
and Candour enough to know, an confeßz. 
And if both he, and Wilks, are allow'd in 
the two above- mention d Characters, a ſecond 
Place, to ſo great a- maſter, as Betterton, it 
will be a Rank of Praiſe, that the beſt Ac- 
* ſince WF, Time 1 . been: FO 


— Fg | 


"tethered 


Nel *F ” 


R OM his very Name we may derive his 
Duty, he is called an Actor, and his Ex- 
ſcellence conſiſts in acting and ſpeaking: 
The Mimes and Pantomimes did all by Geſture, 
and the Action of Hands, Legs and Feet, with- 
out making uſe of the Tongue in uttering any 
Sentiments or Sounds; fo that they were Tomes» 
thing like our Dumb-ſhows, with this difference, 
one Pantomime expreſſed ſeyeral Perſons, and 
that to the Tunes of muſical Inſtruments, The 
Dumb-ſhows made ule of ſeveral Perſons to ex- 


preſs the deſign of the Play as a ſilent Action. 


The Nature of this is beſt ſeen in Hamlet before 
the Entfance ert. 
(Enter a King and a Queen very lovingly, the 
Jueen embracing him; ſhe kneels, and makes 
Shew of Proteſtation unto him ; he takes her 
up, and reclines his Head on her Neck. Lays 
him down on a. Bed of Flowers; ſhe ſeeing 
him aſleep, leaves him. Anon comes in a 
5 8 M _  -- ẽ 
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Fellow, takes off his Crown, kiſſes it, and 
pours poiſon into the King's Ear, and Exit. 
The Queen returns, finds the King dead, and 
makes paſſionate Action. The Poiſoner, with 
two or three Mutes, come in again, ſeems to 
lament with her; the dead Body is carried 
away. The Poiſoner courts the Queen with 


but in the end accepts his Love. 


Time, which Shakeſpeare himſelf condemns in 


Players, O! it offends me to the Soul to ſee a ro- 
buſtous perriwig pated Fellow tear a paſſion to 


Groundlings, who, for the molt part are capable 
of nothing but inexplicable Dumb-hows and. 
Noiſe . i Age © Than 


But the Roman Dancers expreſſed all this | in 
one perſon, as we have it in Mr. Mayne's Lu- 


Dancing, is invited by one of them in the time 


or Flute; and did ſo; for having impoſed Si- 


D 
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ing them, and Vulcan plotting, and catching 


Mars beſeeching; in a word, he acted the 


_———————— — — . . —— 
9 . n * 


that could be beſtowed upon him, cried out in a 
loud Voice, I hear my Friend, what you act; nor 


4 


Gifts; ſhe ſeems Joath and. unwilling awhile, 


L only repeat this to ew the manner of the old 
this very Tragedy, when Hamlet fays to the 


Tatters, to very Rags, to ſplit the Ears of the 


cian; where Demetrius the Cynic railing againſt 
of Nero, to fee him perform without either Pipe” 


lence on the Inſtruments, he by himſelf danced | 
the Adultery of Mars and Venus, the Sun betray- 


them in a Wire net ; then every God, who was 
- leverally Spectator; then Venus bluſhing, and 


whole Fable fo well, that Demetrius very much 
pleaſed with the Spectacle, as the greatelt praiſe | 
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your Hands. 
This Inſtance not only ſhews the Difference 


between theſe Pantomimes from our old Dumb- 


Shows; but the Power of Action, which a Player 
ought to ſtudy with his utmoſt application. 
Action indeed has a natural Excellence in it, 
ſuperior to all other Qualities: Action is Motion, 
and Motion is the Support of Nature, which 


without it would again fink into the ſluggiſh 
| Maſs of Chaos, Motion in the various and fegu- 


lar Dances of the Planets ſurprize: and delights ; 


Life is Motion, and when that ceaſes, the human 
Body io beautiful, nay, ſo divine when enlivened 


by Motion, becomes a dead and putrid Coarſe, 


from which all turn their Eyes. The Eye is 
caught by any thing in Motion, but paſſes over 


the fluggiſh and motionleſs things, as not the pleaſe 


ing Qbject of its View. 
This natural Power of Motion, or Action | is 


the Reaſon, that the Attention of the Audience | 


is fixed by any irregular or even fantaſtic Action, 


on the Stage, of the moſt indifferent Player; 8 


and ſupine "and drowſy, when the beſt. Actor 


_ ſpeaks without the Addition of Action, 


It was the Skill the ancient Players of Athens 
and Rome. had in this, which. made them not 


only ſo much admired by the Great Men of thoſe 
Times and. Places, but raiſed them to the Re- 


putation of being. Maſters of Two of the greateſt, 
Orators that Athens of Rome ever ſaw ;.and 


who, kad it not been for the Inſtructions of the 
Actors Satyrus, Roſcius and AÆſopus, had never 
been able to con vey their admirable Parts by, 

* World. : 


| e | Demoſthenes 


ch | Ms * "OY 
do I only ſee chem, but methinks you ſpeak with = 
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Exerciſe. his voice. 
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' Demoſthenes being, after many ſucceſsful At- 
tempts, one Time exploded the Aſſembly, went 
Home with his Head muffled up in his Cloak, 
much affected with the Diſgrace in this Condition 
Satyrus the Actor followed him, being his inti- 


mate Acquaintance, and fell into diſcourſe with 
him, Demoſthenes baving bemoaned himſelf 


to him, told his Misfortune, that having been the 
moſt induſtrious of the Pleaders, and having 


ſpent almoſt the whole Strength and Vigour of 


his Body in that Employment, yet could he not 


95 fender himſelf acceptable to the People; that 


Drunkards, Tarpaulins, Sots, and illiterate Fellows 


found ſo favourable a Hearing, as to poſſeſs the 
_ Pulpit, while he himſelf was deſpiſed, What 
Fou fay (replied Satyrus) is very true, but I will 


ſoon remove the Cauſe of all this, if you will 
repeat ſome Verſes to me out of Sophocles, or 
Euripides. When Demoſthenes had pronoun- 
ced after his Way, Satyrus preſently repeating 


the ſame Verſes with their proper Tone, Mien 


and Geſture, gave ſuch a Turn to them, that 
Demoſthenes himſelf perceived they had quite 
another Appearance, By which being convinced 
how much Grace and Ornament accrues to 
Speech by a proper and due Action, he began 


to think it of little Conſequence for a Man to 


exerciſe himſelf in declaiming, if he neglected 


the juſt pronunciation, or decency of ſpeaking. 


Jpen this he built himſelf a place under Ground 
which remained in the Time of Plutarch) whi- 
ther he retired every day to form his action, and 


reat Man took,” as an Example to our young 


Actars, who do not think themſelves obliged to 
take any at all, I ſhall proceed with Plutarch. 


In his Houſe he had a great Looking Glaſs, by ; 
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o ſhew what pains this 
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fore which he would ſtand and refeirhio@rainnd 
by that means '6bſerving how far his Action and 
Geſture were graceful or unbecoming. 

The ſame Demoſthenes, when 4 Client carne, 
to him on an Aſſault and Battery, he at large gave 
him an account of what Hlows he had received 
from his adverſary, but in ſo calm and uncon- 
cerned a Manner, that Demoſthenes ſaid, ſurely, 
my good Friend, thou halt not ſuffered any one 
Thing of What thou mäkeſt thy ' Complaint : 
Upon which his Client warmed, -cryedialoyd== 
How, Demoſthenes? Have I ſuffered nothing? 
Ay marry; replies he, now I hear the voice of 

a Man who has been injured: and beaten, Of fo 
great Conſequence did he think the Tone and 
Acton of the Speaker towards the gaining Belief. - 

This was the caſe of Demoſthenes, — 
aſſures us, and that of Cicero was not much 
different At firſt (ſays Plutarch) be was, as 
well as Demoſthenes, very defective in er 
and therefore he diligently applied himſelf to 
Roſcius the Comedian ſometirnes; and ſornetimes 
to Æſopus the Tragedian. And ſuch aſter- 
wards was the action of Cicero, that it did 
not a little contribute to make his E loquence 
3 z deriding the Rhetoricians of his 

ime, for delivering their Orations with ſo 
much Noiſe and Bawling, faying, that it was 
their want of ability to ſpeak, which made 5 
them have 2 to bellowing. 

The ſame might be ſaid to many of out bwl 
ing Actors, of which Number Eſopus was not, 
yet ſo poſſeſſed with his Part, chat he took his 
acting to be ſo feal, and not a Repreſentation, 
that whilſt | he was on the Stage repreſenting 
Atreus deliberating on the Revenge of Lhyeſtes, 
he was io tranſported * himſelf, _ he 
mote 
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ſmote one of the Servants haſtily croſſi ing tho 


Stage, and laid him dead on the Place. 
Lord Bacon, in his Advancement of Learning, 


gives us a Hiſtory from the Annals of Tacitus, 
of one Vibulenus, 5 an Actor on the Stage, 
but at that time a common Soldier in the Pan- 


nonian Garriſons; which is a wonderful Inſtance 

ol the Power of Action, and what Force it adds 

to the Words. The Account is as follows, 
Vibulenus, on the Death of Auguſtus Cæſar, 


bad raiſed a Mutiny, fo that Blæſus the Lieute- 


nant committed ſome of the Mutineers to Priſon ; 
but the Soldiers violently broke open the Priſon- 


Gates, and ſet their Comrades at Liberty; and 
this Vibulenus, in a Tribunitial Speech to the 

ins in this manner “ You | 
baue given Life and Light to theſe poor innocent 


Soldiers, begi 


Wretches-—— but who reſtores my Brother te 


me, or Life to my Brother? who was ſent hi- 


ther with a Meſſage from the Legions of Germa- 
ny to treat of the common Caufe ; and this very, 


laſt Night has he murdered him by ſame of his 
Gladiators, ſome of his Bravoes, be "hr he keeps 


about him to be the Murderers of the Soldiers, 


Anſwer, Blæſus, where haſt thou thrown his Body, 


the moſt mortal Enemies deny not Burial to the 
dead Enemy : 
formed my laſt Duties in Kifles, and flowing 


Fears, command me to be ſlain at his fide, fo 


that theſe our F ellow- Soldiers may have leave ta 
bury us. 35. | 
He put the Army into ſuch a Ferment pt 


Fury by this Speech, that if it had not imme: 
diately been made appear, there was no ſuch 
Matter, and that he never had any Brother, the 
Saldiers would my have ſpared the Lieute- 


dan 


When to his Corps J have per- 


the STAGE 3 


fant's Life; for he acted as if it had been ſome 
Interlude on the Stage. 

There is not ſo great a Pathos in the Words 
uttered by the Soldier, as to ſtir the Army into 
ſo very great a Ferment; they muſe therefore 
receive almoſt their whole force from a moſt 
moving and pathetic action, in which his Eyes, 
Hands and Voice joined in a moſt lively Expreſ- 
fion of his Miſery, and of his Loſs. It is true, 
that when an Army 1s tumultuous in it ſelf, it is 
no difficult matter to run them into Madneſs : 
but then it muſt be done by ſome, who either by 
their former Intereſt there, had purchaſed an 
Opinion among them, or ſome one who by the 
Artfulneſs of his addreſs ſhould touch their Souls, 
aud fo engage them to what he pleaſes. The 
latter I take to be our Caſe in Vibulenus, who by 
the advantage of his skill in action recommended 
himſelf and his ſuppoſititious Caule fo effectually 
to them, as to make the General run a great 
hazard of his Life for an imaginary Murder. 

This has made ſome of the old Orators give 
the ſole Power in Speech to Action, as I have 
read in ſome of thoſe learned Men who have 
treated of this Subject in Engliſh and French, 

And I am purſuaded that the Clergy would move 
their Hearers far more, if they added but grace- 
ful Action to loud ſpeaking; This often ſets off 
indifferent Matter, and makus a Man of little 
Skill in any other Part of Oratory, paſs for the 
moſt eloquent ; this, I have read, was the Caſe 

of Trachallus, who tho' none of the beſt Orators 
of his Time, for the Compoſition and Writing- 
part, yet excelled all the Pleaders of that age, 
dis appearance and delivery was fo plauſible and 
pleaſing. The Statelineſs of his Perſon and Port, 


the . of his N the e ais Looke, 
; che 


tenfius, with this Difference, Hortenſius aſcribed 
mme Writi 


bis Orations, becauſe their Excellency lay i in the 
| ACcLion. 


or Wit therein contained, but by its ſound, For 
in al! good ſpeech there is a 5 of Muſic, with 
reſpect to its Meaſure, Time and Tune. 
well- meaſured ſentence is proportional Three 


— FP Sy I Yes Ar tet Hh wars was. — A — - 
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0 4 ” 0 
as , 


4 


Vn The Hes Ton v- 5 


the Beauty of his: Mien and Voice, added to theſe 
| lities, which not only, for Gravity and Com- 

— came up to that of a Tragedian, but 
even excelled: any Actors, that ever yet trod the 
as Quintilian aſſures us. Philiſtus, on 

the other hand, for want of theſe advantages 
of Utterance, loſt all the Beauty and Force of 
his Pleading, tho” for Language and the Art 

of Compolition he excelled all the Greeks of his 


Bi mc. 
The fame Advantage had Pericles and H or- 


all the ſucceſs of his Pleading, to the Merit of 
ing, and convinced the World of his 
E rror by publiſhing his Orations ; Pericles, tho' 
it is ſaid he had the Goddeſs perſuaſion on his 
Lips, and that he Thundered and Lightened in 
an Aſſembly, and made all Greece, tremble 
when he ſpoke, yet would never publiſh any of 


What I have dd here of acting in general, | 
and the particular Examples I have given, is [ 
believe, ſufficient to any one that is ſtu- 
dious of Excellence on the Stage, that it ought 
to be his chief Aim and een But 
next to this is the art of ſpeaking, in which alſo 
a Player ought to perlectliy skilled; for, as 
an eminent Writer obſerves, The Opera- 
tion of ſpeeck is ſtrong, not only for the Reaſon | 


Every 


Ways, in all its Parts to the Sentences, and to 
what it is intended to expreſs, and all Words that 
have Time Ie to their Syllables, as is a 


"hoy S&T 4A 0 "I" 


able to the Letters whereof they conſiſt, ande to 
the. Order i in Which they ſtand in a. E | 
et wh Words: without their Tune or Notes even 
in common Talk, which: ki ht ag every Sen- 
tence, and may be pricked down, as well as any, 
muſical Tune; only in the Tunes of Speech, ther. 
Notes have much leſs Variety and haye alla 
Mort Time. With reſpect alſo to Time and. 
Meaſure, the Poetic is leis, vari us, and therefor . 


lefs powerful, than that of Oratory ; 3 the former 


being like that of a ſhort County Song repeated, 
to the End of the Poem, but that of Oratory 
is varied all along, lilce the Diviſions which A; 
skilful Muſician runs upon a Lute, 

He proceeds to Our former PE Ka ol 
Gyinge——* Fhe Beha vidur and Geſture is 
allo of Force; is in Otatoxy 10 1 in Converſe, 
conſiſting of almoſt as many, Motions, as there! 
are moveable Parts of the Body, all made with 
a certain agreeable M. 
and at the fame time anſwerable to that of e 
which when eaſy and unaffected, is becoming. 

A Maſtery in, theſe two parts, is what — 
pleats: an Acborz and I hope the Rules I ſhall, N 
give for both, will be of = to ſuch as have muy 
2 Genius for this Art 3 the Rules of which, like 
5 thoſe of Poetry, are only for thoſe. Who have a 7 
Genius, and are not perfectly, to be underſtood * = 

thoſe-who have not. *| +: 3h 

To begin therefore with An. 24 Playerd 55 TR 
toconſider, that it is not every rude and unde- 
ſigning Action which is his Buſineſs; for that is 
what the Ignorant as well as che Skilful may; 
have, nor gan intleed want: But. the Action ofa; 
Player is 1 Bagreeable to perſonation, or the 
Subject he repreſents. Now what he reprſeents, 


is os in his OI e Manner and 
Fan 


* 


ſure; between one another, 


M. Ae cd v. my 


58 
Paſſions, and to theſe Heads he muſt adjuſt ev 
action; he muſt perfectly expres the Quality ar 


* 7 9 


Manners of the Man whoſe perfon he affümes, 
chat is, he "muſh know how lis —.— 


com pod; and from thenee know the ſeveruP 
may call them, 'of his paſſions 3 


Features, 281 
and a Patriot, a. Prince, a Beggar, and a Clown, 
mult een 4 their diſtinction, as well as Words 

| | He mult vary with his args 
| 1 tha is carry the perſon in alk his Manners 


- muſt transform kimſelf᷑ into every per- 
repreſents, beeauſe he is to act all ſorts of 
ates ** paſliens x ſometimes he is to be a 

ver, and know not only all the ſeft and tender 


adele of one, bue What are proper v6 the 


Character of him who is in: love, whether he be a 

ance or d Peafant, a hot or Rery Man, er ef 
more moderate ad fegmatic Conſtitution, and 
even the degrees of the- paiſion® he is poſſeſſed 
_ with; ſometimes he is to repreſent a cholerie, hot 
and jealbus Man 3 then he muſt be thoroughly 


inted with all the Motives / and Sentiments 


productive of thoſe motions of the Feet, Hands 


and Lools of ſuch a perſon in ſuelr Circumſfanees 


Sometimes he is a perſon all dejected and Bend 


ing under the Extremities 6f-Grisf and Sorrow; | 


wich changes the whole forcę. and appearaneg of 
him in the Repreſentation, as it does really in 
Nature; ſometimes he is diſtracted; arid here 
Nature will teach him, that his Action- dur ab. 
ways ſomething wild and irregular, tho; even 


that regularly; that his Eyes, "his. Looks . 


Countenance, motions of Body, Hands and Feet, 
be all of a piece; and that he never falls inté is 
indifferent ſtate of Calmneſs- and Unconcern; 8. 
be mow repreſents * then eee 

Ims 


8 him in every action and paſ- 
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Time Hamlet; then Alexander the: Great 4. 
and CEdipus, he ought to know perfectly Well 
the Characters of all theſe Heroes, the very fame 
paſſions differing; much in many Men; The cous. 
C 
temperate, and always attended wich good. Nas 
ture 3. that of Turnus joined with Fury, yet ac; 
cotnfianiied with Gegeroſity und Greatneſs. 1 
mind 7, The valour of Mezentius was ſavage and 
_ he has no — but Fierceneſs ; Turnus 
ems to fight to appeaſe his anger, Mezentius to 
fatisfy his Revenge, and, barbarous- I hirſt of 
Blood. Turnus goes to the field with, Grieß, 
which always attends anger, w ezentius 
deſtroys with Barbarity; he is ſo far rom fury, 


that he is hard to be provoked to common anger; 
„ 


who calmly killing — * Hug TA 
5 his Threats * 


At whom endes mira einmskellis. 


Thus i it is oat he has nob the fury of "Turns 
but a Barbarity peculiar to himſelf, _ Et; 
To know:thefe different Characters of ela 
bliſhed Heroes, the Actor need ani. be acquainigd | 
with the Poets who write of. them, if be 9 
who introduces them in his 1 lay have no off: ſuffi- 
ciently » diſtinguiſhed them. By s te 
different olitions of che N wn, the 
paſſions ſpru from thoſe Manners, he . 


to have an Wige into moral Philoſo ogy, 

they produce various. appearances in the 

actions, according to e Various Mere. 
Our Stage indeed, at the beſt, is but a . 

cold — when ſupported by loud 

| prompting, to the N r 1 the Adience,, 

| A 


—— — ＋—7—ñ— — 
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1 25 e the decorum of what is 
r an imperfe&t Actor affronts the Audience; 
and betiayo tis -wndomerits I muſt ſay this in 


more than is ſet down for them; for there be of 
them that will of themſelves laugh, to ſet on ſome 
Quantity of barren Spectators to laugh too; tho? 


_ thoſe incomparable performers Mrs. Barry and 


the praiſe of Major Mohun, he is TNT fe per- 
fect, and gives che Prompter little Trouble, and 


never puts in any thing of his own; a faule for 


which ſome — themſelves, tho they de- 


ſerve a ſevere puniſhment for their equal Folly 


d Impudence. They forget Hamlet 8 N 
to the Players, as follows, 
Let thoſe who play your Clowns ſpeck ue 


in the mean time ſome neceſſary Queſtion of the 


Play be then to be conſidered. That's villainous, 


and ſhews a moſt pitiful Ambition i in the mw 


that uſes it. 


This is too frequently done by Fw of our 
Come dans. But it ĩs, I think, an unp ardonable 
fault in a Tragedian, who through his Imper- 
fectneſs in his part ſhall ſpeak on any Stuff _ 
comes in his Head, which muſt infallibly 
judice the true Expreſſion of the Buſineſs e bbs 


Play, let it be Paſſion, Deſcription or Narration. 
Tho? notwithſtanding this Supinity in general of 
too NY of our modern Players, there are ſome . 


among them who are in earneſt; as may, from 


many Inſtances be pointed out in their reſpective 
parts. Among thoſe Players, who ſeem always 


to be in earneſt,” I muſt not omit the principal, 


Mrs. Bracegirdle ; their Action is always juſt, 


and produced naturally by the Sentiments of the 


part they act, every where obſerving thoſe Rules 


preſcribed to the Poets by Worſe, and which 
We 


"uy reach the Players. 


repreſ ſented; 6 


* | 


22 


* 
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: e Fs kuh as we ſee others do: 
He only makes me ſad, who ſhews the 21275 3 


And firſt is fad himſelf; then Telephus” 
I, feel the Weight of your /Calamities, T8013 nas 


And fancy all your Miſeries my? [IR 
But if you act them ill, I ſleep or laugh. 
Your Look muſt alter as your Subject 2 

Fo Nature forms and often us within, 3 


eie! 


Fak. 0 0 
Pere er La impenics . Bux. 1 
And Grief dejects __ rings, the amen 
. Soul; 3 2 4 hs > 1 
b And theſe are all inter Preted by Spe 8 
But he, whoſe Words and Fortunes difagree | 


Abſurd, Yap Dons W 8 


r 1 


their parts. How HD DB heard Mrs. Barry 


ſay, that ſhe never ſpoke theſe "Words in” 55 
Orphan, — Ah, poor Caſtalio . without 
weeping. Nay, I have frequently obſerved her 


to change Countenance feveral times, as the diſ- 


courſe of others on the Stage have affetedher in 
| the part ſhe acted. This is being thoroughly 


concerned, this is to know one's part, this is to 
expreſs hi” Paſſions | in the” Coundenanee ant 
Geſture. * 8 A 
The Stage hgh 690 cat paſtion-in' 
its various Kinds; and therefore the Actors 
ought to be thoroughly acquainted -with the 
hole Nature of the Affections, and Habits of 
the Mind, or elſe they never will be able to ex- 
_ chem juſtly in their * and Geltures, = 
N we 


{ 
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well as in the Tone of their Voice, and Manner 
2 They muſt; know them in their 

arious Mixtures, as they are differently blended 
together, in, the Characters they repreſent; and 
then that excellent Rule, in the ſs on a Porery, 


will be af fat Ve tao che Actor, 


us mut look Within to 17 
ys Turns of Nature in the l 

Wirbont this part, in vain would be the whole, 
Add but a EW Al. W a ee 


Buer. 


1 Talk e we JV: a Me Ea Rea- 


ſons why Movement and 2 ſhould teach us 


ſo 5 nay, the very Repreſentation of 
em i Pic often o Bhs Paſſions, and 


| flions of our Minds more ſtrong and 
ery than all the Force of Words. The chief 

Work. i certainly done by Speech in moſt other 

ways of Publick Diſcourſe, either at the Bar, or 


in the Pulpit; where the Weight of the Reaſon 


and the Proof are firſt and moſt to be conſider-: 
ed ; But on the Stage, where the Paſſions are 
chiefly in View, the beſt g deſtitute of 
of Action and Geſture (the Life of all 
proves but a heavy, dull; and dead Difcourle. 


This, in ſome meaſure, wilt likewiſe. 5 


all things delivered in Public, - ſince we find, 
Pliny the Younger talking of People in his 


by een their Speeches, or — either 


jap ay themſelves, or by having them; 
8 tells Us, that this reading them 

es eat Diſadvantage. to the Excellence 
ory 9 erformance either way, leſſening both 


their en and une Gnee the 7 
P 


Speaking) 


* 6 


ya} Helps of Prenohnetatzon, che Eye 
Hands, could nor performs their Mee, 
otherwiſe employ d te read, and not aderm the 
Urerante with 'their proper Motions ; ; inſomuek 
that it was no manner of wonder, thas *the / At- 
tention of the Audience grew Tabguid( om fo un 
active an — On the contrary. 
when any Diſcourſe receives Force aud I'He, nor 
alpen de pre i and Graces of ſpecking 
agreeably- to the Subſerd, but from à prope 
Action and Geſture for ie, ir is truß / m ring, 
penetrating, 
Life; it has Vigour 


and” Energy” not to be reſiſted. 


Ears, and engroſſes their —— by x double 
Force. This ſeems to be well repttſetine 
in ſome Words of Cicero to Cæciſius 4 peer 
Orator, in His firſt Cauſe, who would n 

undertake the Action againſt Verres; in 
ſition- to Horenſius,- After be ys warn "Hts 


in Ability, and in not being free from a" Sulpi 
cion of a Share i in tie Guilt, he comes at Haft to 
the power and Art of his Advetlary: - "ves Ces 


what you are going to do] for chere ſeems to 
me to he ſome: Danger not only of his opprefling 
you with-his Words, but even of his'confonnd- 
ing and dazling the Eyes of your Uncerttand- 

ing with- his Geſture, and ie Motion of his 
Body, andi fo entirely drive you from your De- 
— and frem all your Thoughts. 


that Craſſus" plending againft Brutus, delivered 
bis Words with ſuch an accent and ſuch a Geſture, 
H | that 


Wer s AUE N 


and the | 


"tranſporting 's it has a Soul, it his 


For then tlie Player, the Preacher- or” Pleader, | 
holds his Audience by the Eyes, as well as 


Incapacity in many Points to actuſe Vetres,'borkr 


cilius, ſays he, reflect, conſider, again and” again 5 


Ciceros in his: Bobs of Oratory; tells us, 


„ 4 
* 


chat he perſoctly gon unde Slane Inn 
bim gut of Countenance, fixing his, Eyes, ſted- 
faltly-an,him, and addreſfing all his, Action to 
hig, as: if ede him nennen 
and 2 Wet b 
Bug to make theſe. motions: of the, Face and 
Hapds eaſily underſtood, that is, uſeful ia moyv- 
ing the paſſions. of the Auditors, they, mult be 
Fee perly fuited to the Thing you ſpeak. of, your 
houghts and Deſign; and always reſembling 
the paſſion you would expreſs, or excite. Thus 
you muſt never ſpeak of mournful Things with 
a gay and brisk Lock, nor affirm any thing with 
the Action of Denial; for that would make what 
you ſay of no manner of Authority or Credit; 
you would. gain neither Belief nor Admiration. 
You muſt alſo have a peculiar Care of avoiding 
all manner of Affectation in your Geſture, for 
that is ridiculous, unleſs where the Actor is to 
expreſs ſome Affectation in the Character he re- 
Preſents, as Melantha in Marriage Ala-mode, 
and Millamant in the Way of the World. But 
even that Affectation muſt be unaffected, as thoſe; 
two parts were admirably performed oft Mis. 
Montfort and Mrs. Bracegirdle. _ 
In fine, the Actor muſt have . nice "Kt 
dreſs in the management of his Geſtures, that 


there may be nothing in all che various Motions: | 


and rr; of his Body which may be of · 


fenſive to the Eye of the Spectator, as well as 


othing grating * diſobliging to the Ears of his 


Auditors, in his... pronounciation, elſe will his 
' Perſon be leſs agreeable, and hig Speech leſs: 


efficacious to both, by wanting all that Grace, 
Virtue and Power it would bei ede, 
obtain. ; TORE ws 

It 


5 
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It is true, it muſt be confeſſed, that Geſture 
ſeems more difficult to be obtained than the art 
of Speaking; becauſe a Man's own Ear may be 
Judge of the. Voice and its &eyeral variations, but 
caunnot ſee his Face at all, and the Motion of the | 
other parts of the Body bis very imperfectly. De. 
moſthenes, as ve have ſaid, to make a true Judg- 
ment how far his Face and Limbs moved and | 
kept to the Rules of good Action and Geſture, 
| ſet before him a large Looking glaſs ſufficient 15 | 
_ repreſent the whole Body at one view, to direct 
him in diſtinguiſhing betwixt right and wrong, 
decent and indecent Action; but yet, tho* this 
might not be unuſeful, it lies under this Difad- 
vantage, that it repreſents to the Right what is on 
the Left, and on the Left what is on the Right 
Hand; ſo that when you make a Motion with 
your Right Hand, the Reflection makes it ſeem 

as done by the Left, which confounds the Geſture, 
and gives it an aukward Appearance: And to 
rectity theſe erroneous Mations from the Glaſs, 
by changing Hands, might contract fuck an ilf 
Habit, as ought with the utmoſt Caution to be. 
avoided. ob] A 2 5 ; | 33 ; 4 2 | 5 $a 4 . 

We ſhall here lay down ſome particular Rules 
of Action, which juſtly weighed, will be of great 
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Uſe to all Players 182 
The place and poſture of the Body ought not 
to be changed every Moment, ſince ſo fickle an 
Agitation is trifling and light: Nor, on the 
other hand, ſhould it always keep the ſame poſi- 
tion, fixt like a. Statue. For this, in the firſt 
place is unnatural, and muſt therefore be diſ- 
agreeable, ſince God has ſo formed the Body 
with Members diſpoſing it to motion, that it 
muſt move either as the Impulſe of the Mind di- 
rects, or as the neceſſary Occaſions of the Body 
5 | 0 | require, 
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| eguire. This heavy. Stability, or thoughtleß 
pr. by loſing that Variety, which is ſo be. 
coming of, and agreeable, in the Change and Di. 
verſity of Speech and Diſcourſe, ' and gives Ad- 
miration to every thing it adorns, loſes likewiſe 
135 Genteelneſs and e which engages the 
ttention by ꝓleaſing the Eye. Being taught to 


dance, will very. 
"the graceful Motion of the whole Body, eſpecially 
In Motions that are not immediately embarraſſed 
with the Paſſions. 

© That the Head has various Geſtures and Siens 
Intimations and Hints, by which it is capable of 
expreſſing Conſent, Refuſal, Confirmation, Ad- 
miration and Anger, &c. is what every one 
knows, who has ever conſidered at all. It might 
therefore be thought ſuperfluous to treat parti- 
cvlarly of them. 
dn this Head in general, firſt that it ought not to 
be litted up too high, and ſtretched out extrava- 
pantly, which is the mark of Haughtineſs 3 but 


an Exception to this Rule will come in for the 


Player, who is to act a perſon of that Character. 
Nor, on the other lide, ſhould it be hung down 
uw 4 the Breaſt, which is both difagreeable to the 

Eye, in rendring the Mien clumſy and dull, and 
would prove extremely prezudicjal to the Voice, 

epfiving it of its Clearneſs, Diſtinction, and 
that Inte ligibility, which it ought to have: Not 
thould 1 the Head always, jean rewards the Shoul- 
ny ders, which is“ equally ruſtic and affected, or 4 

great Mark of Balder, Languidneſs, and a 


1 peeches at leaft, ought ro be ke t in its juſt natu- 
ral State and upright poſition... In the Agitation 


indeed of a BEN the poſition "will naturally 
4 9 fy, "$5 follow 


6. * . 
8 


much contribute in general to 


ut cn Rule may be laid down 


aint Ihclination. But the Head, in all the calmer 


— 
2 


„ eee renn g © 3 
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were — Malters of Speaking, and Action. 
O 2 


* | 99 
follow hy . Sant ol Receſſis of. the 
Paſſion, whether Grief, Anger, cc. 2 

We muſt farther aa. that the Head mult . 
not be kept loug without Motion; nor muſt it on 
the contrary be moving perpetually, and always 
throwing itſelf on every different Expreſſion. It 
muſt therefore ſhun: theſe ridiculous Extremes, 
turn gently. on the Neck, as often as Occaſion 
requires it, now to one ade, and then to another, 
and then return to ſuch a decent Poſition, as your 
Voice may. beſ} be heard by all, ar the Generality 
of the Ads + The Head ought always to 
be turned on the ſame Side, to which the Actions 
of the reſt of the Body are directed, except when 


tis employed to expreſs our Averſion to e N 


we refuſe, or on Things we deteſt and abhor; 
for theſe Things we reject with the right Hand, 
x the fame Time turning the Head away t the 
Left: . n * 

But the greateſt Life: 4 Grace: of Action 5 
rive themſelves from the Face. For this Rea- 
ſon, Craſſus in Cicero remarks, that Roſcius, tho 
ſo excellent a Player, loſt his Admiration among 
the Romans on the Stage, becauſe the Maſque he 
wore denied the Audience the ſight of thoſe Mo- 
tions and attractive Charms which were to be 


- diſcovered in the Countenance. Some have 


been extremely ſurprized at the Ancieats Uſe of 


thaſe Masks on, the Stage, which they called the , 


Perſonæ; nor is it eaſy to imagine how they 


were made, not to deſtroy that Grace and Beauty 


of acting, in the Management of the Lineaments, 
of-the Face, which by: all that we. hive of that, 


kind, muſt be entirely hid; and yet what Plu- 


tarch tells us of Demoſthenes and Cicero, is a 
proof, that the Players of Athens and Rome 


. 
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It is true, there is much in the Voice to expreſs! 


the Paſſions artfully, yet certainly the ſeveral Fi- 
gurations of the Countenance, as of the Eyes, 
Brow, Mouth, add the moſt touching Beauties. 
But the Obſervation before mentioned ſufficientiy 
pores that thoſe were entirely leſt by the Per- 

which is a proof, that in whatever they 
.excelfed-our Actors, we have the advantage in 


the making the Repreſentation perfect, by en- 


joying the Benefit of expoſing the Face. 


The Character which Lucian gives of thay 


Perſonæ makes them extreemly ridiculous, and 
by his Deſcription of the reſt of the Tragic Equi- 

page, would make us very much doubt wei 
Excellence i in other Parts of Acting. „% What 
2 "deformed and frightful Sight is it, to ſee a 
Man raiſed to 4 prodigious Length, ſtalking on 
exalted Buskins, his Face Giga with 4 
* grim Vizor, widely gaping, as if he meant. 
to devour all the Spectators; I forbear to 
« ſpeak of his ſtuffed Breaſts ' and Fore-bellies, 
© which makes an adventitions and artificial 
© Corpulency, leſt his unnatural Length ſhould 
carry a Diſproportion to his Slenderneſs . 
5 Surely ſuch a Figure as Lucian gives the Tra- 
gedian, muſt not Only render him incapable of 


giving the Body all its juſt Motions and graceful f 


Geſtures, 'of which we are talking, and which 
the great Writers celebrate ſo much; but muſt 
be ridiculous to a Farce. But tho' what Lucian 
repreſents, may be looked upon as in the Time 


| of the Corruption of the Roman Stage, yet the 


Cothurni and the Perſonæ were in uſe among the 
Greeks, and muſt have been extremely prejudi- 
cial to the Beauty of the Repreſentation, The 
Reaſon given for the firſt was the common Opini- 


on, that the Heroes of former Times were lar⸗- 


by | ger 


S TS S STA 


ſprightly or —— Turm to his _ ſharpening 
or ſwelling his, Noſtrils, and the various Po- 
tions of his Mouth, which by Practice would: - 


"Wh 8 TA UR "= 


ger and taller than our Cote 
is probable that the firſt Uſe of the Vizor, which: 


—— the beſmeering the Face with Lees of 


Wine in the Time of Theſpis, was chiefly to 
expreſs the Looks and Countenance of the ſeveral 
Heroes: repreſented,” a to their Statues 


and Portraityres; which — Players always 


new to the Audience; whereas ve coming always 


on the Stage with the ſame Face, put no Force 


on the Imagination of the Audience 3 — us 
other than the ſame Perſons ä 

If a Player as acquainted * the Charafnt: 
of his Hero, fo far as to have an Account of his 


Features and Looks, or of any one living of the 


ſame Character, he would not only vary his 


Face fo muck by that means, as to appear quite 
another Face, by raiſing, or falling, contracting. 


or extending the Brows ; giving a brisk or fullen, 


grow familiar, and wonderfully improve the 


Art of Acting, and raiſe the noble Diverſion to 


greater Eſteem. The ſtudying; Hiſtery- Painting 


would be very uſeful on this Occaſion, becauſe 
the Knowledge of the Figure and Lineaments of 


the Perſon — will teach the Actor ta 


vary and change his figure, vrhich would make! 
lways the ſame in all parts, bus his 
very Countenance ſo changed, that they would 


him not a 


not only have other Thoughts — but 
raiſe others in the Audience. Some carry their 
Heads aloft and ſtately, others pucker their 


Brows, and look with a piercing Eye; as we have 


ſaid; and theſe. things thoroughly conſidered by 
the Player, would in every. part make him a 


nem Man; and w. irn ſome Beauty ſupply the 


Per- 


Fg 
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mporaries x and it 
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It is true, there is much in the Voice to expreſs! 
the Paſſions artfully, yet certainly the ſeveral Fi- 
gurations of the Countenance, as of the Eyes, 
Brow, Mouth, add the moſt touching Beauties. 
But the Obſervation before mentioned ſufficiently 
oves, that thoſe were entirely loſt by the Per- 
onz ; which is a proof, that in whatever cy 

excelled our Actors, we have the advantage in 

the making the Repreſentation” perfect, by en- 
joying the Benefit of expoſing the Face. 
The Character which Lucian gives of thoſe 
Perſonæ makes them extreemly ridiculous, and ; 
by his Deſcription of the reſt of the Tragic Equi- I of 
page, would make us very much doubt their” Fe 
Excellence in other Parts of Acting. What ſai 
a deformed and frightful Sight is it, to ſee a 2 
Man raiſed to 4 prodigious Exh, ſtalking on: | an 
"6 exalted Buskins, his Face diſguiſed with 4 or 
* grim Vizor, widely gaping, as if he nes ip 
to devour all the Spectators; I forbear to or 
© ſpeak of his ſtuffed Breaſts and Fore- bellies, ti 


< which makes an adventitious and artificial gr 
9 8 leſt his unnatural Length ſhould. A 
carry a Diſproportion to his Slenderneſs. r 


_ "Surely ſuch a Figure as Lucian gives the Tra- We 
. muſt not only render him incapable of th 
giving the Body all its juſt Motions and graceful th 
Geſtures, of which we are talking, and which ve 
the great Writers celebrate ſo much; but muſt hi 
be: riceulous to a Farce. But tho' what Lucian ve 


repreſents, may be looked upon as in the Time ne 
of the Corruption of the Roman Stage, yet the ra 
Cothurni and the Perſonæ were in uſe among the H 
Greeks, and muſt have been extremely prejudi- By 
_  efal to the Beauty of the Repreſentation, The la, 
Reaſon given for the firſt was the common Opini- th 


on, that the Heroes of former Times were lar⸗ ne 


ſprightly or heavy Turn to his 1 ſhar pening 
or ſwelling 


would be very uſeful on this Occaſion, becauſe 


new Man; and w in ſome * ſupply the 
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ger and taller than our Cotemporaries; and it 
is probable that the firſt Uſe of the Vizor, which: 
ſucceeded the beſmeering the Face with Lees: f 
Wine in the Time of Tleſpis, was chiefly to 

expreſs the Looks and Countenance of the ſeveral 
Heroes repreſented, to their Statues 
and Portraitures, which made the Players always 
new to the Audience; whereas ve coming always 
on the Stage with dhe En See put no Force 
on the Imagination of the Audience nnn — 
other than the ſame Perſons; +1 + 

If a Player Mas acquainted with the Charative, 
of his Hero, fo far as to have an Account of his 
Features and Looks, or of any one living of the 
lame Character, he would not only vary his: 
Face fo much by that means, as to a ppear quite 
another Face, by raiſing, or falling, contracting. 
or extending the Brows ; giving a brisk or ful len, 


his Noſtrils, and the various Po- 
tions of his Mouth, which by Practice would 
grow familiar, and wonderfully: improve the 
Art of Acting, and raiſe the noble Diverſion to 
greater Eſteem. The ſtudying Hiſtery- Painting 


the Knowledge of the Figure and Lineaments of 
the Perſon — will teach the Actor to 
vary and change his figure, which would make 
him not always the ſame in all parts, bus his 
very Countenance ſo changed, that they would 
not only have. other Thoughts themſelves, but 
raiſe others in the Audience. Some carry their 
Heads aloft and ſtately, others pucker their 
Brows, and look with a piercing Eye; as we have 
faid ; and theſe. things thoroughly conſidered by 
the Player, would in every part make him a 


Per- 
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Perſonæ of the Ancients, and raiſe our Stage to 
2 greater Merit than they could pretend to, 
which deprived the Audience of the nobleſt and 
moſt vivacious part of the Repreſentation, in the 
Loſs: of the motions of the Face, of which we 
ought to take a peculiar Care, ſince it is on that 
which the Audience or Spectators generally fix 
their Eyes the whole Time of the Action. 
Exerciſe and frequent practice ought to reform 
the leaſt Error in this particular, becauſe in the 
performance every one preſently diſcovers it, 
tho the Actor ſees it not himſelf. The ſureſt 
way of correcting this, is either a Looking-glaſs, 
er a judicious Friend, who can and will let you 
know what Countenance is agreeable, and what 
the contrary. But this is a general Rule, with- 
out any Exception, that you adjuſt all the Lines 


and Motions of the Face to the Subject of your 
Diſcourſe, the paſſion you feel within you, or 
ſhould according to your part feel, or would raiſe 


in thoſe who hear and ſee you. You muſt like- 
wiſe conſider the Quality you repreſent, as well 


as the Quality of thoſe to whom you ſpeak ; for 
even in great degrees of the paſſions, the Diffe- 


rence and Diſtance of that has a greater or leſs 
awe upon the very appearance of the paſſion. 


The Countenance + muſt be brightened with a a 

_ pleaſant Gaiety on Things that ate agreeable, 
and that according to the Degrees of their being 
fo; and likewiſe in Joy, which muſt till be” 
heightened in the paſſin of Love, tho' indeed 


the Countenance in the Expreſſion of Love is 
extremely various, participating ſometimes of 


the Tranſports of Joy, ſometimes of the agonies 


of Grief; and is ſometimes mingled with the 


Heats of Anger. Sadneſs or Gravity muſt pre- 
„ hs 4% | eee e 


be he SG 
vail in the -Countenance, when the Subject is 
grave, melancholly or forrowful ; and Grief is to 
be expreſſed according to its various degrees of 
Violence 29 1 I 12112 8 $13. e Y 12 1 8 18 Ot : 
I have obſerved frequently ſome Players, who 
paſs'd for great ones, have their Eyes liſted up to 
the Galleries, or Top of the Houſe, when they 
are engaged in a Diſcourſe of ſome Heat, a8 if 
they were conning a Leſſon, not acting a part. 
But Nature acts quite contrary; for no Man is 
engaged in Diſpute, or any argument of Mo. 
ment, but his Eyes and all his Regard are fixt 
on the perſon he talks with; not but that chere 
are Times, according to the Turn or Criſis of a 
paſſion,” where the Eyes may with great Beauty 
be turned from the Object we addreſs to, as in 
Appeals to Heaven, imploring aſſiſtance, and 
the like. 5 | * 5 5a | 
When we are ina Diſcourſe which requires no 
great Motion, our aſped&t ſhould be pleaſant, our 
Looks direct, neither ſevere nor aſide, unleſs we 
fall into a paſſion, which requires the contrary 3 . 
for then Nature, if we obey her Summons, will 
alter our Looks and Geſtures. Thus when a 
Man ſpeaks in anger, his Imagination is quite 
inflamed, and kindles a Sort of Fire in his Eyes, 
which ſparkles from them in ſuch a manner, that 


a perſon who underſtood; not a Word of the 


Language, or a deaf Man, who could not hear 
the loudeſt Tone of Voice, would not fail of 
perceiving his Fury and Indignation. This fire 
of their — will eaſily ſtrike thoſe of their 
Spectators, which are continually fixt on ther's 3 a 
and by a very ſtrange ſympathetick Infection, it 

will ſet them on fire too with the very ſame | 


ſſion, | 2550 
3 = 


the Art of Weeping dught to be mn 


carefully ſtudied ; the Ancients made ſo great a . 


progreſs in this, and worked the Counterfeit to 7" 
fo near a Reality, that their Faces uſed to be all ; 


bedewed with Tears when they ame off 15 
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may ſeem to ſome to be ſoreign to our 5 1 
yet as it certainly relates to the Stage, we don't 
doubt of its being agreeable to all Perſons: 
However, tis ſo contrived, that it may be 
2 «4 Wi eds without interfering with our 1 
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Readers the Hiftory of the STacz, from its 


* - 


Gentleman has lately publiſhed his own Life, 
in which is contained a very entertaining Hiſtory 
of all the Theatrical Affairs, from the Union of 

the above two Companies, to the preſent Time; | 

we ſhall give our Readers large Extracts from 

it, as cho VI.. . 


of our principal Theatrical Heroes: But as this 


- 
> 


: 8 2 Cie, 
Ares, 4 " 1 
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T my Admiſſion to the Theatre, che Pa- 
A _ tentees, who were Maſters of the united 
it a Rule, that no young Perſons, deſirous to be, 

PE. . 
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1 N the Beginning of this Work, we gave our 
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in the Orphan of Otway. 
Character (one of one re only) a decent Plea- | 

ſantry, and Senſe enough to ſhew an Audience, 
whether the Actor has any himſelf. Here 5 + 


898 ; I — 4 pay 1 | | . ; | 
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Actors, ſhould be admitted to Pay under at 


eaſt half a Lear's probation. But Pay was 
the leaſt of my Contetr'; ; the pleaſure of every 
Day ſeeing Plays for nothing, I thought was a 
ſufficient Reward for the beſt of my Services. So 
that it was no pain to my Patience, that I wait- 


ed full three 


_ - which, with the Aﬀiſtance--of Food and Rii- 
ment at my Father's Houſe, I then thought a 


moſt plentiful Acceſſion, and my ſelf the hap- 
that enters into the Head of 


pieſt of Mortals. 
The firſt Thing 
a; young Nr is that of being a Heroe: In 
this ambition I was ſoon ſnubb' d, by the In- 
ſufficiency of my. Voice z to which. might be add- 
ed, an uninform'd meagre Perſon (tho' then not 
ill made) with a diſmal pale Complexion. . Un- 
der theſe Diſadvantages, I had but a melancholy 


Proſpect of ever playi "g a Lover, with Mrs. 


Bracegirdle, which L had flatter'd my Hopes, 
that my Youth might one Da ay have recommend- 

ed me to. What was moſt promiſing in me, 
then, was the Aptneſs of my Ear; for I was 
ſoon allow'd to ſpeak juſtly, tho' what was 
grave and ſerious,” did not equally become me. 

The firſt Part, therefore, in which I appear'd, 
| with any. glimpſe of Success, was the Chaplain 


the firſt Applauſe I ever receiv'd, which, 


may be ſure, made my Heart leap with a higher | 


Joy, than may be neceſſary to deſcribe; and yet 
my "Tranſport was not then half fo high, as at 


02 . 


Quarters of a Fear, before I was 
taken into a Sallary of ten Shillings per Week; 


There is ir 3 | 


hor (Goodinan, who had now left We! Stage, _ | 


— : . * 5 4 $ %s ; I - - 
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of me, the next day, in my hearing. Goodman 


often came to a Rehearſal for A muſement, and 
having ſat out the Orphan, the Day before; in, 
2 Converſation wich ſome of the principal Actors 
enquir'd what new young Fellow that was,; 
whom he had ſeen. in the Chaplain? Upon 
which, Montfort reply d, That's he, behind your 
Goodman then turning about, look d earneſtiy 
t me, and, after . Pauſe; elapping we on 
the Sboulder, 'rejoin'd, If he does not make a 

good Actor; Fil b de d- de The Surpriſe of 
being commended; by one ho had been him 

ſelf lo eminent vn the — 5 Ad in fo poſitive 
a manner, was more than I could ſupport; in a 


Word, it almoſt took away my Breath, and 


laugh, if you pleaſe, fairly irs Tears from my 
Eyes! And, tho?! it may be as ridiculous, as 


dberrdibis) to tell you what; a full Vanity. and 


Conſent, at that time poſſeſs'd me, I will ſtill 
make it a Queſtian, whether Alexander himſelt; 
or Charles che XIIth of Sweden, when acthe 
Head of their firſt victorious Armies, could feel 
a greater Tranſport, in their Boſoms, than Tdid 
then in mine, when but :1n:the Rear of this 


Troop of Comedians. You ſee, to what l 


Particulars I am forc'd to deſcend, to give on 
a true Reſemblance of the early and lively Fol: 
lies of my Mind. Let me give you another 
Inſtance, of my Diſcretion, more deſperate than 


that, of preferring the Stage, to any other Vicbes 


of Life. One might think, the Madneſs oft 
breaking from the Advice, am Care of Parent: 


to turn Player, could not eaſily- be exceeded? 


But what think you, Sir of----Matrimony 5 
which, before I was Tworand twenty, Factuilly 


committed, hen I had but Twenty Pounds, a2 
Tears which my Father had aſſur'd to me, and _ 
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2 Shillings a Week from my Theatrich: 
: — to maintain, as Ithen'thought, the hap: 
pred yas Couple, that ever took a Leap in 
ark F If after this, to complete my For- 
= I turned: Poet too, this laſt Folly, indeed, 
kad fomething a better Excuſe.--- Neceſſity: 
Had it never been my Lot to have come on the 


Stage, tis probable, I might never have been 


inclin*d, or reducd to have wrote for it: But 
having once erpbſed my Perſon there, I thought 
3 colt be no: additional Diſhorur-to let my 
Parts; whatever they were, take their Fortune 
along with it. But, to n to the Progrei4 
made as an Actur 

een Mary having einde the Double 
3 to be acted, Kynaſton happen'd to be ſa 
ill, that he could not og to be able next Day 
to perform his Part of the Lord Touchwood. 


In this Exigence, the Author, Mr. Congre ve; 


advisd that it might be given to me, if at ſo 
ſhort a Warning I would undertake it. The 
Flattery of being thus diſtinguiſſiꝭd by ſo cele⸗ 
brated'an Author and the Honour to act be · 
fort a Queen, you may be ſure, made me 

blind to Whatever Difficulties might attend it. 11 
accepted the Fart, and was ready in it before! 
dlept 3 next Day the Queen was preſent at the 
Play, and vas receiuy d 5 a he Prologue 
from the Author; f poken by Mrs. Barry, hum- 
bly . the great Honour done to 
"the Stage, and? to his play 3 in particular: Two 


Lines of it, which. tho 1 have not- © ſince —_ 
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After 5 Ply, M | 
Compliment. of ee Fhat 


emen on a me = | 
had not only 
anſwered, but had exceeded his Expectations, 
and that he. would ſnew me; he was fincere;. BY 
his ſaying more of me to _ Maſters. He w 
as good as his Word, and the next ram 
— my Sallary of fifteen, was then a dyanc 4 
to twenty Shillings a Weck. But alas! This 
favourable; Opinion of Mr Cone! ade no 
farther Impreſſion ee ne gment of my 
good Maſters;ʒ it als lerv?d to. heighten my on 
Vanity ; but could not recommend me to any 


new Trials of my Capacity; not a Step farther 


could, I get, till the Company was again divided, 
when the Deſertion of the beſt Actors left 4 clear 
Stage, for younger Champions to mount, an 
ſhew their belt pretenſions to Favour... But it is 
dow time to enter upon thoſe Facts, that imme- 
diately pregeeded this remarkable Revolution of 


the Theatre, * * : 1 een 
Lou have ſeen how. compleat ; a ſet of Actors 


were under the Government of the united patentees 


in 1690; it their Gains were not extraordinar £ 
ke ſhall we impute it to, but ſome extraord 
vary. ill Management? I was then too young) to 
be in their ſecrets, and therefore can only ob- 


ſerye upon what 1 a, and have Gince, chought 


viſ bly. wrong. ; 
Though the Succeſs of. 85 Prophetels,. and 


| King. Arthur two. dramatic Operas, in. which the 
| Patentees, had embark” d all. en Hopes, Was in 


Appearance, very great, yet t their whole Re- 
ceipts did not ſo far ballance their Expence, a as to 
ceep them out of a large Debt, Which it was 
publickly, known was about this time, contracted, 
and which found Work for the Court of Chancery 
r about Twenty years. Se till one * 105 
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the Cauſe grew weary; But this was not all 40 


was wrong; every Branch of the Theatrica! 
Trade had been ſacrificed to the neceſſary fitting 


out thoſe tall Ships of Burthen, that were to bring 


home the Indies. Plays of courſe were neglefed, | 
Actors held cheap; 255 Aightly dreſſed, while 

Singers and Dancers were better paid, and 
embroidered. Theſe Meaſures, of courſe, creat- 


ed Murmurings, on one ſide, and IL humour 
and Contempt on the other. When it became 


neceſſary therefore to leſſen the Charge, a Reſo- 
Jatiori/was taken to begin with the Sallaries of the 
Actors; and what ſeemed to make this Reſolu- 


tion more neceſſary at that time, was the Loſs of 


Nokes, Montfort, and Leigh, who all died 
about the fame year : No wonder, then, if when 
theſe great pillars were at once removed, the 


Building grew weaker, / and the Audiences very 


much Aabated. Now in this Diſtreſs, what 
more natural Remedy could be found, than to 


incite and encourage, tho” with ſome Hazard, 
the Induſtry of the furviving Actors. But the 


Patentes, it ſeems, thought the ſurer way was 


to bring down their Pay, in proportion to the 
fall of their Audiences. To make this Project 
more feaſible, they propoſed to begin at the 
Head of them, rightly judging, that if the 
Principals acquieſe d, their Inferiots would 


murmur in vain, To bring this abont with a 


better Grace, they under pretence of | bringing 


younger Actors forward, ordered ſeveral of ö 


Betterton's and Mrs. Barry's chief parts to be 
given to young Powel and Mrs. Bracegirdle. In 


this they committed two palpable Errors; for 
while the beſt Actors are in Health, and fill on 


the Stage, the Publick is always apt to be out 
of Hümbur, when choſe of a ien Claſs pretend | 


4 


te” to 


— 


to ſtand in their places; or admitting, at this 
time, they might have been accepted, this pro- 
ject - might very probably have leſſen'd, but 
could not poſſibly mend an Audience; and was 
a ſure Loſs of that Time, in ſtudying; which 
might have been better employed in giving the 
Auditor Variety, the only Temptation to 2 
pall'd appetite”, and Variety is only to be given 
by Induſtry; But Induſtry will always be lame, 
when the Actor has Reaſon to be diſcontented. 
This the Patentees did not conſider, or pretend- 
ed not to value, while they thought their power 
ſecure and uncontroulable: But farther, their 
firit project did not ſucceed; for tho the giddy 
head of Powell accepted the parts of Betterton; 
Mrs Bracegirdle had a different way of think- 
ing, and deſired to be excuſed from thoſe of 
Mrs. Barry; her good Senſe was not to be mii- 
led by the inſidious favour of the Patentees; ſhe 
knew the Stage was wide enough for her Succels, 
without entering into any ſuch raſh and invidious 
Competition with Mrs. Barry; and therefore 
wholly refuſed acting any Part that properly be- 
longed to her. But this proceeding, however, 
was Warning enough to make Betterton be upon 
his Guard, and to alarm others, with apprehen- : 
ſion of their on Safety, from the Deſign that 
was laid againſt him: Betterton, upon this, 
drew into his party moſt of the valuable Actors, 
who, to ſecure their Unity, entered with him 
into a. ſort of aſſociation, to ſtand, or fall roge- 
ther. All this the patentees for ſome time lighted, 
but when Matters drew towards a Criſis, they | 
-. found it adviſeable to take the ſame Meaſures, 
and accordingly opened an afſociation- on their 
part; both which were ſeverally. ſigned, as the 
Intereſt or Inclinat ion of either dide led them. 
During 


tick patentees ads raiſed - ——— not 


from his Labour, without reg ard 
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During theſe Contentions, which the imy pol 


only by this T have mentioned; but by many 


other Grievances, which my Memory: retains 


not, the Actors offer'd a 2 — of peace: but 
their Mafters imagining no Conſequence. could 
ſhake the Right of their Authority, refuſed: all 
Terms of Accommodation. In the mean time 
this diſſention was ſo prejudicial to their daily 
affairs, that I remember it was allowed'by: both 
parties, that before Chriſtmas the patent had loſt 
the getting of at leaſt a Thouſand pounds by it. 
The patentees who by their united powers 
had made a Monopoly of the Stage, and Gn. 


quently preſumed they might impoſe what Con- 


ditions they pleaſed upon their people, did not 
conſider, that they were all this while endeavour- 


ing to enſlave à Set of Actors, whom the Pub- 
lick, more arbitrary than themſel ves were inclined 


to ſupports nor did they reflect, that the Spec- 
rators naturally wiſhed that the Actor, who gave 
him delight, might enjoy the 3 ariſing 

hat pretend 
ed Damage, or Injuſtice — fall upon his 


Owners,” whoſe perſonal Merit the publick was 


not ſo well acquainted with. From this Con- 


Hderation, then, ſeveral perſons of the higheſt 
PDiſtinction eſpouſed their Cauſe, and ſometimes, 


in the Circle, entertained the King with the State 


of the Theatre. At length their Grievances were 
laid before the Earl of Dorſet, then Lord Cham- 


berlain, who took! the moſt effectual Method for 


their Relief. The Learned of the Law were 
__ © adviſed with, and they gave their Opinion, that 
ung Patent for acting plays, &c. could tie up 

- . the Hands of a ſuccerding Prince, from granting 
25 me Authority, where it might be 


proper 


eee 
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roper to du | it. But whil -this affair was in 
groper d, which -of courſe 


aſion'd a Ceſſation oF all publick Diverſions. 
14 his melancholy Interim, Betterton, and his 


Adherents had 7 Leiſure to ſollicit their Ræe· 


dreſs; and the Patentees now finding, that the 


Party againſt them was gathering Ben: were 


reduced to make ſure of as 1 es N 
the Leavings of Betterton's- ereſt cou 


but juſt double to what they had before: . Powel, 


and Verbruggen; who had then but forty Shil- 


lings, a Weck. were now raiſed each of SY to 
four Pounds, and others in proportion: Az 
for my ſelf, I was. then too inlignificant to be 
taken into their Councils, and , conſequently: 


ſtood among thoſe of little Importance, like Caty 


tle in a Market, to be | ſold to the firſt Bidder. 


But the Patentees ſeeming in the greater diſtreſs _ 
for Actors, condeſcended. to purchaſe 5 = 
Thus, without any farther. Merit, than that. of . 0 
a ſcarce. Commodity, I was adyanc'd.ts 
thirty .Shillings a Week, yet our Company was 


being 


ſo far from being full, that our Commanders 
were forced to beat up for Voluntiers, in ſeveral © 
diſtant. Counties ; it was this Occaſion that firſt. 


broug ht J ohnſon and Bullock 0 the Servics.of 
the 8 8 

Forces being thus 3 Weg TE War de- 5 
clared on both Sides, Betterton and his Chiefs 
had the Honour of an Audience of the Ring, 


who cgnfidered them as the only Subjects, whom En 

he had not yet delivered from arbitrary Power,» - 

and graciouſly diſmiſs'd- ehem, wich an Au. 
es of *. and nere * 7; . 


. ; 
7 


6 form; 
and "theſe,. you may be ſure, would not Joſe 


this Occaſion. of ſetting. a Price upon their Me-. 
rit, equal to their own Opinion oe which was t 
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ſelect number of them were impower'd by his 


Royal Licence, to act in a ſeparate Theatte, for 
themſelves. This great Point being obtain'd, 
many people of Quality came into a voluntary 
Subſcription of twenty, and ſome forty Guineas 
a- piece, for erecting a Theatre within the Walls 
of the Tennis Court, in Lincoln's-Inn- Fields. 
But as it required Time to fit it up, it gave the 
Patentees more Leiſure to muſter their Forces, 
who notwithſtanding were hot able to take Field 
till the Eaſter- Monday in April following: 
Their firſt attempt was a revived play, called 
Abdelazar, or the Moor's Revenge, poorly 
written by Mrs. Behn; The houſe was very full, 
yet the next Day ſunk to nothing. But our 
| Maſters promiſed to make good all Deficiencies, 
and fo indeed they did, till towards the End of 


the ſeaſon; when Dues to Ballance came 125 


thick upon them. 
After we had ſtolen dome few days march up- 


on them, the forces of Betterton came up with 


. us in terrible Order, and began with a new 
Comedy of Mr. Congreve's, called Love for 


Love; which ran on with ſuch extraordinary 
Succeſs, that they had ſeldom occaſion to act ay | 


cher Play, till the End of the Seaſon. 


. 0 Congre ve was then in ſuch Reputation as 


Author, that beſides his profits from this play, 
they offered him a whole Share with them, which 
he accepted ; in Conſideration of which he oblig'd 

Kindle. 
| Ge new Play every Year. 


"8 "This Gentlem⸗ n, whatever e he 


tet with, was three Years*before, in purſuance 
55 "his As gree ment he produced ihe Mourning 
— Bri ide; 1 1 and if miſtake not, the Interval had 


if his Health permitted, to give them 


ne, hen he e them the 
. 1 


liams and Mrs. Monfort, upon a too nice Punc- 


of the Patentees were ſtill in a very *creepn 


Error 
vil War : : Quite chang d op Af ne. 
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Way of the World. But it came out the ſtronger 
for the Time it coſt him, and to their better ſup- 
port, when. they ſorely wanted it; for though 
they went on with Succeſs for a Year or two, and 
even when their Affairs were declining, ſtood in 
much higher Eſtimation of the Publick than their 
Opponents, yet in the end, bath Sides were great 
Sufferers, _ : 
The firſt Fault this new Colony of Aer fell 
into, was their inconſiderately parting with Wil- 


tilio, in not allowing them to be equal Sharers 
with the reſt ; which, before they had acted one 
Play, occaſiqned their Return to us. 1 fay 
this was a,yery. wrong Step; for tho' Williams Co 
lov'd. his-Bottle, and Mrs. Montfort was only s 
excellent. in Comedy, yet their Merit was to f 
great to be added to the Enemy. Of this Fact 


there is a poetical Record, in the Prologue to 


Love for Love, where the Author obſerves; tas. - 
if in Paradiſe, when two only were there, the 
both fell, the Surprize was leſs, if from ſo nu 
an a Body as * were had been any Des = 

n fo © = 


| Abate the Wonder, and as Pauſe 
1 in our larger Family, we grieve-. 
One falling Adam, and one tempted ee, * 


More chſtanding the Ace uilition 01 theſe 4% 4 F 
Actors, who were of more Importance,” than An 8 . 4 
of thoſe to whoſe Aſſiſtance they cane; the Aﬀfans .- 


Condition ; they were now convinced of Bo. 7 - 
10 having provoked their People to 4 G | : 


St"; 


Be of * be for: them. * 1 thi . _ 
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the Town crowding into a new one, and their Ac- 
tors at double Sallaries! And all this brought 
upon them by thoſe their full Security had con- 
temned, and who were row in a fair way of 
making their Fortunes upon the ruined Intereſt 

of their Oppreſſors. 

Here, tho' at this Time my Fortune depend- 
ed on the Succeſs of the Patentees, yet I cannot 
help obſerving what rude and riotous Havock 
we made of all the late dramatick Honours of the 
Theatre; all at once became the Spoil of Igno- 
rance and Self. conceit: Shakeſpear was defaced 
and tortured in every ſignal Character. No- 
thing ſure, could more painfully regret a qudi- 
cious Spectatar, than to fee, at our firſt ſetti 
out, with what Confidence thoſe Habits, hich 
Actors of real Merit had left behind them, were 
worn by giddy Pretenders that fo vulgarly dif- 
grac'd them. 

The reaſon of my not charging any one of 
thoſe Faults to myſelf, is not from an imaginary 
Vanity that I could have avoided them, but be- 
* cauſe none of the pfincipa Parts came to my 

are at that Time, nor indeed for many Months 


adaſtter. The firſt unintended Favour, therefore, 


5 9 a part of any Value, Neceſſity threw pon 


2 me, on the following Occaſion. 


A s it has been always judged their natural In- 
"> Gaſt: where there are two Theatres, to do one 
another as much Miſchief as they can; it hap- 


Mo : Pened, upon our having Information on a Sa- 
dc Morning, that the Tuefday after, Hamlet 
—_ Intended to be acted at the other Houle, 


where it had not yet been ſeen; our metry ma- 
3 Actors reſolved, at any rate, to ſteal a 

| ne i the Enemy, and take poſſeſſion of 
nt dy fn: 29 the Day N them; gh, 
7 ns Ys 
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ingly, Hamlet was given out that Night, to be 
acted with us on Monday. The Notice of this 
ſudden enterprize, ſoon reach d the other Houſe: 
Upon this they ſhorten'd their firſt Orders, and 

reſol ved that Hamlet ſhould to Hamlet be op- 
poſed, on the ſame Day. When weſaw in their 

onday's Bills that Hamlet was up- againſt us, 
our Conſternation was terrible, to find that ſa 
hopeful a Project was fruſtrated, In this diſtreſs 
Powell, who was our commanding Officer, im- 
mediately called a Council of War: here the 
Queſtion was, Whether he ſhould fairly face the 
Enemy, or make à Retreat. It was ſoon re- 
foly'd that to act Hamlet againſt Hamlet, would 
be diſgracing themſelves — very little purpoſe z 
therefore Powell propoſed to change Plays with 
them, and that as they had given out x Old 
Batchelor, and had chang'd it for Hamlet, 
| againſt us; we ſhould give up our Hamlet, and 

turn the Old Batchelor upon them: This was 
unanimouſly agreed to. But upon Enquiry it 
was found, that there were not two Perſons among 
them that had ever acte in this play: Bus 
Powell had an Equivaleut in petto, that would | 
ballance any Deficiency on that Score; which _ 
was, to play the Old Batchelor himſelf, and mi- 
mick Betterton throughout the whole part. This 
bappy Thought was approved with Delight and 
\ Applauſe and ers Bills werent 
and at the Bottom inſerted, 5 e 


The Narr of the Gun e ie er 
"1g 1 in Imitation of the W 


While hs Acton were picking the parts: 'they 3 
bad choſen. from the bee h e 


. 


FF TheHis roixy of 
happening to caſt his Eye over the Dramatis 


Perſonæ, found that the main Matter was ſtill 
forgot, that no body had yet been thought of for 


the part of Alderinga | Foodlewite.: Here we 


were all aground agen; nor was it to be conceiv'd 
who could make the / leaſt tolerable ſhift with i it, 


this part having been ſo admirably performed by 


et. At laſt it was recollected, that I had 


deen heard to ſay, what a vaſt mind 1 had to 


play Nykin, by which Name the Character was 


more frequently call d. Notwithſtanding they 


* 


all ſhook their Heads at my being nam'd, Powell 
was refolved, at all Hazards, to fall upon Bet- 

terton, ordered me to be ſent for; kn. he na- 
turally lov d to ſe: other People wrong, honeſtly 
faid, before 1 came, If the Fool has a mind to 


blow himſelf up at once, let us ev'n give him 
+ — it.“ Accordingly, the part 


« a clear Stag 
was put into my * between Eleven and 
Twelve that Morning, which I durſt not refuſe, 
becauſe others were as much ſtraitned in time as 


myſelf. But having fo conſtantly. obſerved Dog- 


5 performance. L nted but little Trouble to 
make me perfect in 


the Curioſity to ſee Betterton mimick d, drew us 


2 pretty good Audience; and Powell was al- 


Jod to have burleſqu'd him very well. When 
| Iapp 


ared, one might have imagined, by the va- 
Murmurs of the Audience, that they were 
In doubt whether Dogget himſelf Was not re- 
nid, or that they could not conceive what 
ge Face it could be that ſo nearly reſembled 
; for I had laid the Tint of forty: Years 


more than my real Age upon my Features; and 
to the moſt minute placing of a Hair, was 


ereſſed exactly Aike bim; When 1 they 
W £ 


- 


Words. To conclude, 


„ 8 1 4 0 f. vg 
dig ht I had borrow'd his Voice too. But tho' 
that was the leaſt difficult Part of him, to be 
imitated, they ſeem'd to allow, I had my much 
of him, in evety other Requiſite, that my ap- 
lauſe was, perhaps, more than proportionable : £ 
or, whether I had done fo much, where fo ht- 
tle was expected, or that the Genetofity of my 
Hearers were more than uſually 254 upon ſo 
unexpected an Occaſion, or from what other 
Motive ſuch Favour might be pour d upon me 
I cannot ſay; but, in plain and honeſt Truth, 
upon my going off from the firſt Scene, a much 
better Actor might have been Proud of the Ap. 
plauſe, that followed me. 8 
If, to all this, I add, that Dogget himſelf 
was, in the Pit, at the fame: it would be too 
rank Affectation, if I ſhould not confeſs, that, to 
ſee him there a Witneſs of my Reception, was, 
to me, as conſummate a Triumph, as the Heart 
of Vanity could be indulg'd with. But what-- 
ever Vanity J might ſet upon myſelf, from this 
nnexpected Succeſs, I found that was no Rule to 
other People's Judgment of me. There were 
few or no Parts. of the ſame Kind, to be had; 
nor could they conceive, from what I had done 
in this, What other ſort of Character I could be 
fit for. If I ſollicited for any thing of a differ- - 
ent Nature, I was anſwered, That was not in 
my Way. And what was in my Way, it ſeems. 
was not, as yet, reſolv'd upon. And though 1 
reply'd, That I thought any thing, naturally 
written, ought to be in every one ; Way that 
that pretended to be an Actor; this was looked + 
upon as 'a vain, * impracticable Conceit of ny 
own. Yet it is a Concett, that, in fWawths.: 
Years - farther Experience,” 1 babe not 
given 5 "4; 5 


8 this "2 leading my own Theatrical Character 
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Now: tho to de any one thing well, may 
how more Merit, than we often meet with; 
and may be enough, to procure a Man the 
Name of a good Actor, from the publick ; yet, 
in my Opinion, it is but ſtill the Name, without 
the Subſtance. If this Talent is in ſuch narrow 
Bounds, -that he dares not ſtep out of them, to 
look upon the Singularities of Mankind, and can- 
not catch them, in whatever Form they preſent 
themſelves; if he is not Maſter of the Quicquid 
agunt homines, &c. in any Shape, Human Na- 
ture is fit to be ſeen. in; if he cannot change 
himſelf into ſeveral diſtinct Perſons, ſo as to 
vary his whole Tone of Voice, his Motion, his 
Look and Geſture, whether in. high, or lower 
Life, and, at the ſame time, kept cloſe to thoſe 
2 Variations, without leaving the Character they 
ſingly belong to, if his beſt Skill falls ſhort of this 
Capacity, What pretence have we to call _ A 
compleat Maſter of his Art. | 
II Iam ask'd, who, ever, arriv'd 2 ima- 
ginary Excellence, 1 confeſs, the Inſtances, are 
very few; but I will venture to name Montford 


2s one of them, whoſe Theatrical Character 1 


have given, in my laſt Chapter: For, in his 
Touth, he had acted Low Humour, with great 
Succeſs, even down to Tallboy in the Jovial 
Crew ; and when he was. in great Eſteem, as a 
Tragedian, he was, in Comedy, the moſt com- 
pleat Gentleman that I ever ſaw upon the Stage. 
Let me add too, that Betterton, in his de- 
elining Age, was as eminent in Sir John Falſtaff, 
as in the Vigour of it, in his Othello. 


5 af 2 85 While I thus meaſure the Value of 5 . 


by the Variety of Shape he is able to throw him- 
- Gf into, you may naturally ſuſpect, that I am all 


— 
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= | unto your | Yana 4 8 , to "Tpeak as K as 
5 an honeſt Ma an, 1 Þ cannot wholly d eny it: E 
in this, J ſhall endeavour to.be no farther 900 
| to myfelf, than Known F acts will | make me 3 
| rom the gc „or bad Eyidence of which, | 
| 555 better e will condemn, or acquit 
| me. 
. In the 1 mean time, be pleas? d to oblerye, how 
flowly, in my younger days, my good N 
came orward. = 
My early Succelſs in the Old Batchelor, of Kio 
1 have given ſo full an account, having open d 
no farther way to my Advancement, was enough, 
perhaps, to have made a young Fellow of more 
| Modeſty deſpair; but being of. a T emper not 
eafily Ailtearreh'a, I refolv'd to eave nothing 
Pb mech that might ſhew me, in ſome new 
Rank of Dinigction. Having then no other 
Reſour e, I wasa laſt ac to. write Cha- 
neter for myſelt; but as that was not finiſh's 
till about, a Year after, I could. not, in the Inte- | 
Tinh. procure : any, one Part, that gave me the 
leaſt Inclination 10 act it; and conſequently, 0 d 
5 1 gt, I perform d with a  Proportionable 
Newlls gence. 1 
he next Year | T Produc'd the Cond: of Love” 's L 
laſt Shift ; yet the Difficulty of Sun it on, the 
hs not eaſily ſurmounted ;, for, at that 
time, as little was expected from me, as an 
Author, as ad been from my Pretenſions to be 
an Actor. However, Mr, Southern, | the 1 
of Oroono o, -hayin ad the atience to hear 
me read iy to him, Ae F like | it 19 well, 
that he immediately. recomment ed it to the Par 
tentees 3 and it was N Oh acted in Januar 
16 YR this e I gave myſelf 555 Part ol 
ir Nove ir was thought a. 8560 Portrait 


oy 
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of the Foppery then j in faſhion, _ Here too Mr, 


Southern, though he had approv d my Play, came 


into the common Diffidence of me, as an Actor 
For, when on the firſt Day of it, I was ſtand- 
ing, myſelf, to prompt the Prologue, he took 
me by the Hand, and faid, Young Man! 

3 5 thy Play a good one; T will anſwer 
for its Succeſs, if thou gol not ſpoil it by thy 


-own Action. Though this might be a fair Salvo, 


for his favourable Judgment of my Play; yet 
if it were his real Opinion of me, as an Actor, 
T had the good Fortune to deceive. him 1 ſuc: 
ceeded 10 well in both, that People ſeem d at 
a" loſs, which they thou [d give the, Prefer- 
ence to. 


*. 1 


The new Lis he; 11 Which 3 Charktier” o 
might have 


Sir Novelty 1 ſhewn me, one 
thought, Was enough to have diſputed 
| Doubts, of. what I mi ght nowW, be polibly | 
good, for. Bu 
tune was due whether 
Merit, or that the Managers, 
were not competent Judges o it 
I was not generally elbow'd, by. other Actors, 
(Which T am moſt inclin'd to think the true 
Cauſe) when any freſh Parts were to be diſpoſed 
of, not one Part of any. conſequence was I pre: 
ferr'd to, *till the Tear lolo wing: 


had till, 


nion of me, I began, with others, to, have a bet- 


ter of myſelf : For he not oi nly did me Honour, | 
as an Author, by writing ts Relapſe; as 4 Se. 


quel, or Second Part, of Love's laſt Shift; 3 but 


as an Ador too, by preferring me, to the chief 51 


Character in his own Play; (Which from Six 
Novelty). he had ennobled by the Stile of Baron 


ind FORO Gs. 
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"But to whatever Chance, ny tl fi 

t little 2 
| if 1 had any, 
>. Or whether 


Then in- 
deed, from Sir John Vanbrugh's s favourable Opr- 


Sp his hel c the 8 op; 


Sir Thomas Shipwith, to receive a particular 


bad a large Share in it, though he little concern d 


Relapſe. finith'd'; 155 the Seaſon being then too 


#4 . 7 3 
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its r new, and eaſy Turn of Wit, Hall great Succels 


and gave me, as a 8 a ſecond BO of 


as 


that time, uy 3 more 2 "al te EY 

that were acted, of the Provok'd Wife; but be. 

ing then doubtful, whether he ſhould* ever ruſt! : 

them to the Stage, he thought no more of it: 

But after the Succeſs of the Rela pſe, he was more 

ſtrongly inportun'd, than able 10 refuſe it to the = 

Publick. Why the laſt written play was firſt | .n 

acted, and for 55 Reaſon they were given to H 

different Stages, what follows, will explain. i 
In his firſt ſtep, into publick Life, when Ke 

was but an Enfign, and had a Heart above his q - 

Income, he happen'd fomewere, at his Winter- 
uarters, upon a very flender Acquaintance with, 


xr 


at the Time Lam ſpeakin 5 of: When Sir Tho- 
mas's Intereſt, in the Theatri 


Obligation from him, Which he had not forgot 


eatrical Patent, for he 


himſelf in the Conduct of it, was raiſing but very 
ſlowly, he thought, that to give it a Lift by a, 
new Comedy, if it ſucceeded, might be the hand- 
ſomeſt Return he could make to thoſe his for- 
mer Favours; and having obſerved, that in af 
Love's laſt Shift, moſt of the Actors had acquit- : 
ted themſelves, beyond what was expected of 4 
them; he took a ſudden Hint from what he lik d . 
in that Play, and in lefs than three Months, in 
the begining of Ap rt following,” brought us te 


far advanc'd, it was not acted *till the ſacceed- ' 
E, Winter. Upon the Succeſs of the Relapſe, _ : 
Nr _— the / 


4 


* ä 


F 10) & 


of Retterton's 8 Compan . havin formerly, by 


the late Lord Halit, who was-a great F ayourer: 
way of Family-Amitſement, heard the Prock d, 


Wife read to him, in its looſer 0 engaged 
Sir John Vanbrugh to Jeu it, an d give it to, 
the eee in L coln's-Inn-Fie 30 This, Was 
a Requeſt not to be fefuſed to pL eminent a patron, 
of the Muſes, as the Lord 'Hallifax, | "who Was 
5 equally a Friend and Admirer of f Sir John him: 

felf. Nor — Sir Thomas Shipw With, in the leaſt, 


0 iged, by ſo reaſonable A 12 95 lance. : 7 Afy 


ter which, Sir Iqhn was agen at liberty, to Fe; 
peat. jo Gelee e his F Fiend ee 
about the ſame time, or not! pg after, NN us, : 
the Comedy of lo ; for hus nclination al Ways 
led him to ſerve Sir "homas, fides our Com- 
pany, about this time, began to be looked, u fox 
in another Lie; i the 15 Contempt we 
lain under, was now 5 0 and from 
the ſucceſs of 8 or three; ew lays, 80455 Ac 
tors, by being Originals in a: few 7 
where ene 5 Os 72 beate of 8 
pariſon againſt them, ſometimes found new 
veur, in thoſe old plays, where others had Dk F 
ed them. 

Of this Good- fortune, perhaps, 1 had more 

han my ſhare, from the two ve agen 
chief Characters, I bad ſucceeded i in; for I was 
ping apt roved an AI 712 as the Lord 185 

e Di ference, to be no o leſs 

han as een in a perſon Reformed am 10 Ke be 


any Fe Fey. — dreſt: SE "ihe 1 


EE bl 


Chxcomb © ugh at: r who is not more 
bans 


Wange 


applauſe does, por 


ts T A G E ws 
woe TI 


| Ys E. to commend, thay 
PR ods . you, to refer your, 
vn 


wi n of me, as an Actor, rather to 


be a I ee FR kh 1 2 5 a 
be ſure, would keep, clear of, Sel Wat , 7 
oo ey . m edi 0 


ſoon — zorg wy, 18 e 5 ans 
ASE; in Tragedy: and; en, many; 
Years 158 conpinced, 0 70010 a e F 
e of of my ox 


Tr on nh 


+ 


very ew, that my ul Fate h 
byt an e Labour, or. 
b Nohlen mig ee poth ro, 
our AFtors,, and to. uditors, [a ag 5 
Miſtake of my pn. Fe | 7 2 5 
lo very near, indiſpę oem, 
Voice, in the: a a g N that an 


Actor may, want any grhe jt SY what- 


ſoever, and, yet have a hetter chance for a plaaſe, 
Bs e 2185 Wh Ps in the sk Mi 1155 
World, if, 19 MUERTE aller 8 ſtake, 


„„ 


A Ways, 
9e 5 A plauſ e will fre 7 bs 
open, 41 a young, 21.50 vrong dent 
and. dhe Majority, of Auditors . ou, known, arp. 


me not; ex in - for, Megs EL lauſe.. ON, eee hp 
— for, no H e 


A co poſed of 7 8 that are i 


ſuſe of eir Voi 8, be fore, there is, any. thing: 
on = that 3 for them : Not. but, 1 grant, „„ 


to 11 or miſlead che Many, will . ſtand 


in 


/ r — | 
' EY a ER £2 * F 9 PF. þ 
we 2 Thi ö * 5 3 A 4 | p 
126 e Hrs TORY OT 


* ſome Rank of a neceſfary Merit; yet when I. 
a good Tragedian, I mean one, in Opinion 
of whoſe” real Merit, * the beſt Judges would, 


* 151 : 


SOM b rt given oy wy pretepſions to the 


Buskin, ought to account for my having, been 


notwithiſtanding, ſo often ſeen,” in ſome particu- 
lar Characters in Tragedy, as Tago, Wolſey, 
Syphax, Richard the Third, &c. If in any of 


this kind I have ſucceeded, perhaps i it has been a 


Merit dearly purchas'd 3 for, from the Delight k 


J ſeemed 1 0 take in my performing them, half 


my Auditors have been Peel that a great 


ſhare of the Wickedneſs of them muſt have been 
in my own Nature: If this be true, it is rather a 


phaſe *than Cenſure of thy performance. Ayer. 
fion there is an involantary Commendation, 


whiere we are only, hated, for being like the Thing 


we oughit to be like; a ſort of praiſe which E | 
Actors beſides my {df could endure; Had it 
= equal to the Sf hed given to Virtue, 

d have thought them 
| elves injored, if 1 had Ae to an - qual p 


y Cotemp Joraries wou 


ſhare of it. 


But it may be farther deere ahh” in the 
Characters I have named, where there is fo much 
cloſe meditated Miſchief; Deceit, Pride, Inſo- 
lence, or Cruelty, they cannot have the leaſt Caſt 
of the Amiable in them; conſequently there can 
be no Demand for that harmonioos Sound, which 


in the ſofter Sentiments of Love, the Wailings 


of diſtreſsful Virtue, or in the Throws and Swel- 
lings of Ambition, may be needful to recom- 


mend them to us. So that again, my Want of 


that requiſite Voice might lets 18 me for | 
| Vi COS 1 | | 


. 1 8 # 
= 
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But not to emen too great a 1 Marie * my a- 
voiding this common Road to Applauſe, perhaps 
I was inclined to think I had more ways then one 
to come at it; and that in the Variety of Cha- 
racters I ated, the Chances to win it were the 
ſtronger on my ſide. That if the Multitude 
were not in a Roar to ſee me in Cardinal Wolſey, 
I could be ſure of them in Alderman Fondlewite. 
If they hated me in lago, in Sir Fopling they 


took me for a fine Gentleman; if they were ſilent 


at Sy phax, no Italian Eunuch was more applaud- 


ed than when I ſung in Sir Courtly. If the Mo- 


rals of Aſop were too grave for them, Juſtice 


Shallow: was as ſimple and as merry an old Rake; . 
as the wiſeſt of our young ones could wiſn me. 


And though the Terror and Deteſtation raiſed by 


King Richard, might be too ſeverm a Delight 
for them, yet the more gentle and modern 
Vanities of a Poet Bays, or the well- bred Vices of 
a Lord Foppington, were not at all n than | 


their merry Hearts could bear. 


Theſe few Inſtances will ſerve to Ba Yes kat 1 
fort of Merit I at moſt pretended to; Which was, 
that I ſupplied: with Variety, whatever I might 
want of that particular Sk1ll wherein others went 
before me. Thoſe who have often been my Spec- 
tators are the proper Judges of my —— 5 
if they pronounce me detective, I am condemn d-. 
If not, theſe Out- lines may ſerve a 4 e 88 a 


m eg Theatrical Character. J 
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The Sees or the STAGE continued. . 8 
ſion f Wilks's comniencing Actor. . Faas 
relating to his Theatrical Talent. _ Adors 
more or leſs eſteemed from their private, Cc ha- 


e 


\H E Lincoln ;Inn-F * "AE comp ers 

now, in 1693, a Common- wealth, like 
that of Holland, divided from the Tyranny of 
Spain: But ſhort, was the Duration of their 
Theatrical Power; for tho ſucceſs -pour'd in fo 
faſt upon them at their firſt Opening, that every 
Thing feemed to ſupportgtſelf; yet ina Year or 
two many of them began to make their particular 
Intereſt more their point, than that of the gene- 
ral; and tho' ſome Deference might be had to 
the Meaſures and Advice of Betterton, ſome of 
them wanted to rule in their Turn; and were 
often out of humour that their Opinion was not 
regarded. The Tragedians ſeemed to think 
their Rank as much ſuperior to the Comedians, 
us in the Characters they acted; when the firſt 
were in their Finery, th latter were impatient at 
the Expence ; and. looked upon it as rather laid 
-out upon the real than the fictitious Perſon of the 
Actor; nay, I have known, in our own Com- 
' pany, this ridiculous ſort of Regret carried ſo 
| 5 that the Tragedian has thought himſelf in- 
jured, when the Comedian pretended to wear a 


fine Coat, I remember Powel, looking at ink | 


n the ame Words; and ſuppoſing his Qpinit 


FL 


I = es was Say wy all Teri 


per, and reproach'd our Maſter in very. rude 
Terms, that he had not ſo good a Suit a0 play | 
Cæſar Borgia in, tho* he knew, at the ſame time, 
my Lord Foppington. filled the Houſe, when 


his bouncing Borgia would do inde. Our : l 


pay Fiddlers and Candles 40 1% % {}:;o5 uh e 
Thus again on the contrary, adics Beuetton 


112 : 


propoſed to ſet off a Tragedy, the Comedians 5 4 


were ſure to murmur at the Charge of it: And 
the late Reputation which 'Dogget had,acquired, - 
from his acting his Ben, in Love for Love, made 


him a more declared Male- content on ſuch Ocz 


ſions ; he over-· valued Comedy for its being nearer 


to Nature than Tragedy, Which is allowed 6 


ay many fine! things that Nature never poke, 


were juſt, yet he ſhould have conſider d, that 


Ae. Bablck! bud a Taſte, as, 10 as Hin, 
uchich, in Policy, he ought to have compliad 
with. Dogget however, could not, with gia 
 tience, look upon the coſtly; T rains and:Phames 
of Pragedy, in which — himſelf to be uſe nr. 
leſs, he thought were all a vain Extravsgande >; IM 
And when he found his Singularity | could nßs 
longer oppoſe that Expence, he ſo obſtivatelf 
adhered to his on Opinion, that be left tnge 
ty of his old Friends, and came over ou 


Socie 
at the Theatre-Royal: And yet this Actor al- 
ways ſetj up for a Theatrical Patriot. This chap- 
pened in the Winter following the fitſt Divifian | 
of the (on COmpa ny. He came time enough 
to the I heatre Royal, to act the part of Lory 
in the Relapſe, an arch Valet, quite after tha 


French · Caſt, pert and familiar. But it ſuited ſa 
ill wich Dogget's dry, and elaſely- natura] Man- 


ner of mY ei INE Day hedev | 


fired 


2 


of 


% The HISTORY of 
fired it might be diſpoſed of to another; which 


the Author complying with, gave it to Pen- 


kethman, who tho' in ather, Lights, much 


his Inferior, yet this — he ſeem'd better to be- 


come. Dogget' was ſo immoveable in his Opt- 


nion of whatever he thought was right, or wrong, 


that he could never be eaſy, under any kind of 


Theatrical Government; and was generally ſo 
warm, in purſuit of his Intereſt, that he often 


out-ran it; I remember him three times, for 
Tome” Years, unemploy'd in any Theatre, from 
his not being able to bear, in common with others, 
the diſagreeable - that in ſuch Socie- 


ties are unavoidable. But whatever pretences 


che had form'd for this firſt deſerting from 
Lincoln's-Inn- Fields, I always thought his beſt 


[Reaſon for it, was, that he look'd upon it as a 


finking Ship; not only from the melancholly 


Abatement of cheir profits, but likewiſe from 


the Neglect and Diſorder in their Government: 
He plainly ſaw, that their extraordinary ſuc- 


Duration, aid from tlience had flacker'd their 
Induſtry by which he obſerv'd, at that time 
che old Houſe, where there was ſcarce any other” 
Merit than Induſtry, began to' flouriſh: 


But alas? the Vanity of applauded Actors, : 


eta. they are not crowded to, as they may 
have been, makes them naturally impute the 
Change to any Cauſe, rather than the true one, 


Satiery: They are mighty loath, to think a 


Town, once ſo fond of them, could ever be 
tired; and yet, at one time, or other, more or 
leſs, win Houſes have been the certain fate of 
the moſt proſperous Actors, ever ſince Iremem- 
ber the Stage! But againſt this Evil, the pro- 


ones Patentees had _— out A x Relit, which : 


_— 4 ewes — ! wi 


ceſs at firſt, had male them tod confident of 


. 


— 
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the new Houſe were not yet Maſters of, via. 
Never to pay their people, when the Money 
did not come in nor, then neither, but in ſuch 
Proportions, as ſuited their Conveniency. I 


myſelf was one of the many, who for ſix acting 


Weeks together, never received one Day's pay z 
and for ſome Years after, ſeldom had above half 
our nominal Sallaries : But to the beſt of my 


| Memory, the Finances of the other Houſe; 


held it not above one ſeaſon more, before the 
were reduced to the ſame. Expedient of mae 
the like ſcanty Payments. 
Such was the Diſtreſs, and Fortune of both | 
theſe Companies, ſince their Diviſion from the 
Theatre-Royal ; either working at half Wages, 


or by alternate Succeſſes, | intercepting the Bread 


from one - another's Mouths. irreconcila ble 


Enemies, yet without Hope or Relief, from a 


Victory on either ſide; ſometimes both Par- 


ties reduced, and yet each ſupporting their 15 . 


Spirits, by being the other under the fame; 


Calamity. — 
During this State of che Stage, it was, chat | 


the loweſt Expedient was made uſe of, to ingra- 
tiate our Company, in the publick Favour : Out, 


| Maſter, h o had ſome time practiſed the Law, 


and therefore loved a ſtorm better than fair 
Weather (for it was his own Conduct chiefly,, 
that had brought the Patent into theſe Dangers 
took nothing ſo much to Heart, as that: Partia-, 
lity, wherewith he imagined the People of Qua- 
Itty had prefert'd the Actors of the other Houle, 
to thoſe of his o.]n £5 To, balance this Misfortune, 
he was reſolved, at leaſt, to be well with 


their Domeſticks, and therefore cunningly open'd, 
the per 3 1 to them mo For . „ 


Wis 
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preſum'd to come into it, till aſter the fourth 
Act was ended: This additional Pri viledge, the 
greateſt Plague that ever Play-Houſe had to 
complain of, he conceived would not only in. 
cline them, to give us a good Word, in the 
reſpective Families they belong di to, but would 
naturally incite them, to come all hands aloſt, 
in the Crack of our applauſes: And indeed it ſo 
far ſucceeded; that it often thunder?d from the 


full Gallery above, while our thin Pit and 
Boxes below, were in the utmoſt Serenity. This 


riotous priviledge, ſo craftily given, and which 


from uſtom, was at laſt ripen'd into Right, 


becaine the moſt diſgraceful r that ever 
ze Wax the Theatre. 

Ahout the diſtreſsful Time I was Meaking of 
in che Year 1696, Wilks, who” now had been 


frve Vears in great Eſteem on the Dublin Theatre, 


return ' d to that of Prury-Lane ; in which laſt 


he had firſt ſet out, and had continued to ack | 


ſome- ſmall Parts, for one Winter only er- 
In King James's Reign he had been ſome thts? 


 employ'd in the Secretary's Office in Trelad, 
his native Country, and remained in it till alter 


the Battle of the Boyn, which compleated the 


Revolution. Upon chat happy, And unexpected 


Deliverance, the people of Dublin, among tlie 
various er of their Joy, had a mind to 
have a Play; but the Actors being diſperſed 


during the War, ſome private perſons agreed, in 


the beſt Manier they were able, to give one 


te the Publick, gratis, at the Theatre. The 
play was Otbello, in which Wilks acted the 


Moor; and the applauſe he feceived in it, 


| warm'd him to ſo ſtrong an Inclination for che 
Stage, that he immediately 'prefer'd-it to all his 
0 ner Wien in — for he quitted his Poſt. 


| * 
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and with the firſt fair Occafions . wry 
his Fortune, id the (then only) Company: 
Actors in London. The Perſon; who ſupplyd 
his Poſt, in Dublin, he told me, rad ka 
birnſelf;- from thence, a a Fortune of _ tho 

fand Pounds. r ei bee wi 
O pon his deing formerly received thts che 
Thieatre-Royal, which was in the Winter alter! 
had been initiated, his Station there was much - 
upon the ſame Claſs with my own; dur Parts 
were generally of an equal Inf ignificancy, not 
of conſequence enough to gie either a prefe- 
rence : But Wilks being more impatient of his 
low Condition than I was; and indeed the Com- 
pany was then ſo well ſtock d with goο Actors, 
that there was very little hope of getting forward 
laid hold of a more expeditious Way of his Ad- 
vancement; and retvrned+again to Dublin, with 
Mr. Aſhbury, the Patentee-of that Fheatre, to act 
in his new Company there: Wilks having no 
Competitor in Dublin, was immediately preferpd) 
to whatever parts his Inclination led him, and 
his early Reputation on that Stage, as on 


raiſed, in him, an Ambition to He hiinſelf on 


a better. And Thave heard him tay in Raillery? 
>. the Vanity; Which young” Ars are liable” 
that when the News of Montfort's Death! - 
ane to Ireland, he from that time thought 7 
Fortune was made. and took a Reſolution to 
return a ſecond time te England, with the firſt 
O pportun but as his Engagements to 
edi Stage . he was, Were Ag ſtrong to 
be ſuddenly broke from, he return'd not to N 
3 till the Year 1696. 
Upon his fir Arrival, Powel, Uns ras row: 
in poſſeſſien of all the chief parts of Montfort, 
2 the — Actor thats ſtood! in Wilks's © wy," 
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whatever part he thought fit to make his firſt ap- 
pearance in; though in reality, the Favour 
was intended to hurt him. But Wilks rightly 
judged it more modeſt to accept only of a Part of 
Powel's, and which Montfort had never ated; 
that of Palamede in Dryden's MarriageAlamode: | 
Here too, he had the advantage of having the 
Ball play'd into his Hand, by the inimitable Mrs. 
Montfort, who was then his Melantha in the 
ſame Play: Whatever Fame Wilks had brought 
with hw: from Ireland, he as yet appear'd 
but a very raw Actor, to what he was afterwards, 
allow'd to be; His faults however, I ſhall rather 
leave to the Judgments of thoſe who then may 
remember him, than to take upon me the diſ- 
agreeable Office of being particular upon them, 
farther than by ſaying, that in his part of Pala- 
mede, be was ſhort of Powel, and miſs'd a 
: deal of the looſe Humour of the Character, 
Which the other more happily hit. But how- 
ever, he was young, erect, of a pleaſing Aſpect, 
and, in the whole, gave the Town, and the Stage 
ſufficient Hopes of him. 
VD pon this viſible Succeſs of Wilks, hs press 
tended Contempt, which Powel had held Ha 
In, began to ſour into an open Jealouſy-; he, now, 
plainly faw he was a formidable Rival, and 
(which more hurt him)- ſaw too, that other peo- 
ple ſaw it; and therefore found it high time to 
oppoſe, and be troubleſome to him. But Wilks, 
happening to be as jealous of his Fame, as the 
other, you may imagine ſuch claſhing Candidates 
could not be long without a Rupture; In ſhort, a 
Challenge, I very - well remember, came from 
Powel, when he was hot-headed, but the next 
Morning he was cool enough, to let it end in fa- 
Your 15 Wilks, Yet however ** Magnanimity er, 
| either; 


1 
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either Part, might ſublide, the Animofity: was 

as deep in the Heart, as ever, tho? it was not 
afterwards ſo openly avow'd: For when POo-wel 
found thar intimidating would not carry his point. 
but that Wilks, when provok'd, would really 
give Battle, he (Powel) grew fo out of Humour, 
that he cock'd his Hat, and in his Paſſion walk' d 
off, to the Service of the Company, in Lincoln's 
Inn Fields. But there, finding more Competi- 
tors, he returned to his old Quarters, in Drury- 
Lane; where; after theſe unſucceſsfub Puſhes of 
his Ambition, he at laſt became a Martyr to 
Negligence, and quietly ſubmitted to the Ad. 
vantages and Superiority, which (during his late 
Deſertion) Wilks had more eat * over 
him. 

I muſt thetefore: let i it be Cad; that though 
in Voice and Ear, Nature had been more kind 
to Powel, yet he ſo often loſt the Value of them 
by an unheedful Confidence; that the 'conſtanit 
wakeful Care, and Decency of Wilks, left the 
other far behind, in the publick Eſteem; and 
Approbation. Nor was his Memory leſs tenaz 
cious than that of Wilks; but Powel put too 
much Truſt in it, and idly deferr'd the Study- 
ing of his parts, as School - boys to their Exerciſe, 
to the laſt day; which commonly brings them 
out proportionably defective. But Wills never 
loſt an Hour of precious Time, and was, in all 
his parts perfect, to ſuch an Exactitude, that I. 
queſtion, if in forty Years, he ever five times 
chang d or e d an Article, in any ase of 

m. 

While Powel reſided, 1 idle Example 
made his Fault 5 common to others, that 1 
had my Share of it; nor was my toe critical 


kae for it, a — one, viz. That ſcarce 
| one 
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worth the Labour. But to ff Reſpect to an 
Audience, is worth the brſt Actor's Labour, and 
his Buſineſs conſidered, he muſt be a very im. 
pudent one that comes be ſone them, with a con- 
ſcious Negligence of what he is about: But 

Wilks was never known to make any of thef 


venial diſtinctions; nor however barren his Part 


might be, could bear even the Self. Rune 


of tavouring his Memory... 


In ſome bew Comedy, he happer'd to com 


plain of a crabbed Speech in bis part, Which, he 
6 laid, gave him more trouble to ſtudy, than all 


elf of ĩt had dane; upon which, he apply'd 
to dhe Author, either to ſoften, or ſhorten tt. 
The Author, that he might make the Matte 


quite eaſy to him, fairly cut it all out. But, 


when he got home from the Rehearſal, Wilks 
thought it ſuch an Indignity to his Memory 
than any thing ſhould be — too hard ſor it 
that he 28ali made himſelf perfect in that 


Speech, though. be knew it was Sever won * 
mn uſe of. 


But beſides this Adige allble Quality of dill 
gence, Wilks had the "Adrantigh of a dober 
Character, in private Life, hich Powel not 
having the leaſt Regard to, labour'd under the 
unha Ppy Disfavour, not to ſay Contempt, of 
the Publick, to whom his licentious | Courſes 
were no Secret; Even when he did well, that 
— prejudice purſued him; neither the: Hes 

nor the Gentleman; the young Ammon, 


DS hop the Dorimant, could conceal, from the 
conſelous Spectator, the True George Powel. 


- And this ſort of Diſeſteem, or Favour, every 


Actor, will feel, and more, or leſs, have his 


Share of, as he has, or has not, a due Regard 
= 


W 
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one part; in five, that fell to my. Lot, was 
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to his Trient Fig and Reputation, Nay, even 
falſe Reports ſhall affect him, and become the! 
Cauſe, or Pretence at leaſt, of undervaluing, or 


. 


1 1 


The private Character of an Actor, will al- 
ways more or leſs affect his publick Performance. 
I have ſeen the moſt tender Sentiment of Love, 
in Tragedy, create Laughter, inſtead of Compaſ- 
ſion, when it has been applicable to the real En- 
gagements of the perſon that utter d it. I have 
| known good parts thrown up, from an humble 
Conſciouſneſs, that ſomething in them might put 
an Audience in mind of —— what, was ies 
wiſh'd might be forgotten Thoſe remarkable 
Words of Evadne, in the Maid's Tragedy, A. 
* Maidenhead, Amintor, at my Tears? have 
ſometimes been a much ſtronger Jeſt, for being 
a true one. Rut theſe are Reproaches, which in 
: We 2 | 4 102077)! Cay DEYP 
all Ages, the Theatre muſt have been us d to, 
unleſs we could ſuppoſe At ſomething more; 
than Human, Creatures, void of Faults or Frail ,. 
ties, It is 4 Misfortune not limited to the En: 
gliſh Stage. I have ſen the better-bred Au. 
dience in Paris, made merry even with a modeſt” 
Expreſſſon, when it has come from the Mouth; 
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of an Adtreis, whoſe private Character it ſeem d 


not to belong to, The Apprehenſion of theſe 
own Country, that a late valuable Actreſs, Wh 
was conſcions ber Beauty was not her greateſt 
Merit, deſired the Warmth of ſome Lines might 
be abated, when they have made her too re- 
markably handſome. But to conſider this Mat- 
ter ſeriouſly, I cannot but think, at a Play, a. 


ſenſible Auditor would contribute all he could tp 
his being well deceived, and not fuffer his Imagi- 
nation fo far to wander from the well-afted” Cha- - 
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rafter before him, as to N a frivolous Spleen, 
by Mocks or! perſonal Sneers on the performer, 
x the Expence of his better Entertainment. 


As the Matter I write muſt be very inſipid to 
thoſe. who have not a Taſte for the Stage, I Will 
endeavonr to relieve them, by telling a Story 


relating to myſelf, of a more publick Nature. 
In the Year 1730, there were many Authors, 
whoſe Merit wanted nothing but Intereſt to re- 
commend them to the vacant Laurel, and who 
took it ill to ſee it at laſt conferred upon a Co- 


median ; ; inſomuch that they were reſolved, at 
| leaft, to ſhew Specimens of their ſuperior pre- 
tenſions, and accordingly enliven'd the publick 
Papers. with ingenious Epigrams and faryrical 


Flirts at the unworthy Succeflori While I was 
thus beſet on all ſides, there happen'd to ſtep 
forth a peetical Knight-Errant to my Aſſiſtance, 
who was hardy enough. to publiſh. ſome compal- 


fionate Stanzas in my favour. ©. Theſe you may, 


be ſure, the Raillery of my Friends could do no 


leſs than fay, were Wien by myſelf. To deny 
it, I knew, would have confirmed their pre- 
tended Suſpicion; I therefore told them, ſince it 
gave them ſuch Joy to believe them my own, 
I would do my beſt to make the whole Town 
think ſo too. As the Oddneſs of this Reply was 
what would not be eaſily. comprehended, I de- 


fired them to have patience, and I would ex- 


plain it. In two Days, I ſent this Letter, with 
| tome doggrel . Rhimes at the Bottom, 5 


To the Author of the Whitchall Evening Poſt, 
hk. + 1 
AT. E Verſes to "FS 1 in yours of 
Saturday laſt, have occaſioned the follow- 


ing | Reply, which TORRE you 1 give a * in 


* 
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your next, to ſſiewy that we can be quick, as 
well as ſmart, upon a proper Occaſion: And, 
as I think it the loweſt Mark of a Scoundrel to 
make bold with any Man's Character in Print, 
without ſubſcribing the true Name of the Au- 
thor ; I therefore deſire, if the Laureat is con- 
cern'd enough to ask the Queſtion, that you will 
tell him my Name, and where I live; till then I 
beg Leave to be known by no other than tht of, 


Your Servant, <a . 


Fx Axc is Fa 1 | 
"Theſe _— the Verſes. "RAN 
Ah; hah! Gr Col, is that the Way, _—_— 
Thy own dull praiſe to write? 


And wou'dſt thou ſtand ſa ſure a Lay.? 
No, that's too ſtale a Bite. 


- 0 
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Nature and 8725 in thee N A | hy 0741 
Thy Talents here excel, 33 3 8 


All ſhining Braſs thou doſt outſhine, 
To play the Cheat fo well. 


MI. if „ 
Who ſees thee in lago* 8 part, 1 - 
But thinks thee ſuch a Rogues? \ 
And is not glad, with all his Heart, 9 
To hang lo ſad a _ = 
So | 


When 18 thou — |t, Tnyſelf — art, 1 
Fo or chat be. Nature eee 5 3 


3 8 Fir | No 
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No Blockhead better ſuits he 1 Ji, 0 
n bog a e Wit. 


N 
In Wrongliato too, thy We ke. 
Who might do well at Plough; 
Ro or fit for Parliament was he, , 
8 for the Laurel Thou. 


[3 + 7 


VI. 

| Bring thy protected Verſe from Court, 

And try it on the Stage: 

There it will make much better ſport, 
And ſet the Town 1 in 1 _ 


VII. 
There "HEE and Wits, and Cits and Smarts 
| Where Hiſſing's not uncivil, 
Will ſhew their parts, to thy Deſerts, 
And ſend it to the Dev. O08 J 


VII. 
But ah! in vain, gainſt Thee we write, ; 
In vain thy Verſe we maul!!! 
Our ſharpeſt Satyr's thy Delight, 
wtf ge ! thou" and i all, 


Ix. 
Thunder, tis ſaid, the Laurel ſpares, | 
Nought but thy 'Brows could blaſt itz 


- % 


| And yet O curſt, provoking Stars! 1 : : 


Thy Comfort! 18, thou halt 3 INCA 


I offer this as a proof, that 1 was ſeveral 


ears ago the fame cold Candidate for Fame 


EEOC FE —' 


* A Line i in 105 Epilogue to the Nonjuror. 
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as would ill, be thought 3 vn will not eafily 
ſuppoſe I could have much Concern: about it, 


while, to gratify che merry Pique of my Friends, 


] was capable of ſeething to head the poetical 
Cry then againſt me. 1 mn nom kalte up 
Wilks and. Powel 2g ain, where I left them. 


Though the — for Superiority be- 


tween theta, ſeemed about this Time, to end in 
favour of the former, yet the Diſtreſs of the 
Patentee, in having his Serv ant his Maſter, as 
Powel had lately been, was not — 
the Victory; "for Wilks, by being in poſſeſſion 
of ſo many good parts, 

_ ror of moſt Actors, that of -over-rating their 

Merit, or never thinking i it is ſo thoroughly con 
ſidered as it ought to be; which 
them proportionably troubleſome to the Maſter. 


The Patentee therefore found it as difficult | 10 


ſupply the continual Demands of Wilks, as it 


made that were not granted, and as ſew were 


was at the Head of a Theatre; here he found 
himſelf under a Difficulty he knew not well how- 
to get out df; for as he was a cloſè ſubtle Man, 
he very ſeldom made uſe of a Confident in his 
Schemes of Government: But here Delays would 


not do; Wilks mult inſtantly . with, 
or Powel come again into power. In ſhort, he 
Opinion to his Affiſt- 
ance, which I gave him in the beſt manner I was 
able, in favour of Wilks; obſerving at the ſame 
time how much better our Affairs went-forward 0 
ſince - he came among us. To conclude, this 
matter ended in a new Agreement with Wilks, 
_ * him to his full pay of four Ponnds 


was reduced to take; my 


per 
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fell into the common Er. 
generally makes 


was dangerous to refuſe chem; very few were 


granted as was not grudgd him: Not but _ 
our good Maſter wWas as fly: a Tyrant as ever: 


" ; « 
1 l q " * 
ew des 3 . ——— —— ,,, — 
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per Werle, without App conditional Dedue- 


tions. From this time: Wilks ſcemed to take 
new Delight in keeping the Actors cloſe to their 
Buſinefs, and got every Play revived with Cate, 


in which he had performed the chief part in 


Dublin: To be employed on the Stage was the 
delight of his Life; * be juſtly excuſed from it 
was the Joy of mine. In our theatrical diſp 


he would hazard our Undoing to gratify his 


paſſions, tho otherwife an honeſt Man, and I ra- 
ther choſe to give up my Reaſon, or not ſee my 


Wrong, than! ruin bur Community by an equal 


Raſhneſs. Let me now give a particular In- 


ſtance of the Reward and Favour, which in a 


Theatre, Diligence and Sobriety ſeldom fail of, 


Mills the elder grew into the Friendſhip of 
Wilks, wich not 1 great deal more than thoſe 
alities to recommend him; He was an 
honeſt, -*quier Man, of fas ſew Faults as Excel- 


uſeful 
lencies; ànd Wilks father choſe him for his 


Second in many Plays, than an Actor of perhaps 
Skill, that wäs hot ſo laboriouſly dili- 


And from. this conſtant Afiduity, Mills 


gent. 

with making tõ himfelf 4 Friend in Wilks, was 
advanced to a larger Sallary than any Man- actor 
had enjoyed, — my Time on the. Stage. I 


have yet to offer a more happy Recommendation 
of Temperance, which a late celebrated Actor 
was warn! d into, by the miſ- conduct of Powel. 


About the Tear that Wilks returned from Dub- 


in, Booth, who had com menced Actor upon that 
Theatre, came over to the Company in Lin- 


coln's-InH. Fields: He was then but an Under- 
graduate of the Buskin, and as he told me him 
ſelf, had been for ſome time too frank a Lover 
of the Bottle; but having had the Happineſs to 


obſerve'! into what * and Diſtreſs poon 
Pare 
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Powel had plung'd himſelf by the ſame Vice, he 
was ſo ſtruck with the Terror of his Example, that 
he fixed a. Reſolution, which from that to 
the End of his days he ſtrictly obſerved, of ut- 
terly reforming it; an uncommon Act of Philo- 
ſophy in a young Man ;cof which in his Fame 
and Fortune he aſterwach enjoyed the Benefit. 
Had Wilks been as remarkable for Eaſe in his 
Temper; as for Sobriety, Re !wauld certainly 
5 lived to a great Ageg but he never left the 
Stage till he left the World i neuer ſo ell en- 
joy'd the. World, as when L leſt the Stage; he 
died in poſſeſſion of his Waſhes/! As he in a grłat 
meaſure wore out the Organs of Life, in his inceſ- 
ſant Labours to gratify the Publick; | the Mahy 
whom he gave pleaſure to, will always owe his. 
Memory a, favourable, Report, If I haye ſpoke, 
with more Freedom of ki quondam, Com etichr 
Powel, let my good Iptent hs to future e ac 
in ſhewing, What will ſo, much concern them 0 8 
avoid, be my Excuſe for i it; 3 for. an inte mperate 
Man, though Morality were out, of the Queſt thy 


can never arrive at el necel ary [HARE 0 
a N or ſcfur 4 Actor. | 
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The. 3 of rio Lane Ale neg bl 
 2/Ahors: The hoon continues to write Plays, 
Ide beſt dramatick Poets cenſured by Collier, 
in his Short View! of the Stage. It has a good 
J Effect. The Maſter of the Rerel from that 
Time cautious, in his ticenfing new 759 5 T ond 
Vi VOL far that n e 
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Hough te Maſter, of our Thaw had no 
Conception himſelf of Theatrical Merit, 
either in Authors or Actors, yet his Judgment 
Was governed by a ſaving Rule both: He. 
looked into his Receipts 7 the Vas of a play, 
and from common Fame he judged. of the Ac- 
tors, Formerly, when there was hut one Com- 
— the Actors were punctually paid their ap- 
pointed Sallaries; but our wiſe Maſter took firſt 
out of every day s receipt two Shillings in the 
pound, and left them to be paid only as the 
leſs or great Deficiences of acting, 4 permit. 
I remember in a few Years after this, he once 
paid us nine days in one Week : But it was too 
coſtly a Frolick to be repeated; we never having 
received one day more of our arrears in above 
fifteen Years Service, | 
While the Actors were in 1 Condition, I 
think I may very well be excuſed my preſuming 
to write Plays, wy precarious Income as an bin 
| ; ing 
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being then too ſeanty to ſupply my Family wick 
even the Neceſſaries of Life: To this Neceſſiey 
_ of Writing then, I attribute the Defe&s of wy 
ſecond Play, which coming out too haſtily mrn'd 
to very little account; but having got as mueh by 
my firſt as I ought to have expected from them 
both, I had no great Reaſon to complain; Net 
but I confeſs ſo bad was my ſecond, that I de 
not chuſe to tell you the Name of it. When I 
was warmly engag'd, by a Subject entirely new; 
I anly thought it a good one, when it ſeem'd 
worthy of abler pens than my own, and mighs 
prove as uſeful tothe Hearer, as profitable to my 
ſelf : Therefore, whatever any of my productions 
might want of Skill, Learning, Wit or Humour, 
or however unqualified I might be to inſtruct 
others, who fo ill govern'd my ſelf: Yet ſuch 
Plays, entirely my own, were not wanting, at 
teaſt in what our maſt admired Writers ſeem d 
to neglect, and without which, I cangat allow tha 
molt taking Play, to be intrinſically good, or to 
be a Work, which a Man oſ Senſe and Probity 
ſhould value himſelf; I mean when they do not, 
as well give profic with Delight! It has often 
amaz'd me, that our beſt Authors of that time 
could think the Wit and Spirit of their Scenes, 
could be an Excuſe for making the Looſeneſs of, 
them publick. The many initances of their Ta- 
lents ſo abuſed, are too glazing to need a cloſer 
Comment, and are ſometimes to groſs to be 
recited, If then to have aveided this Imputa- 
tion, or rather to have the Intereſt, and Honour 
of Virtue always in View, can give Merit to 4 
Play; I am contented that my Readers ſhout 
think ſuch Merit, the All, that mine have to boaſt 
of — Libertines of meer Wit and Pleaſure, may 
laugh at theſe grave Laws, that would limit a 
EE . lively 
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lively Genius: But every ſenſible honeſt Man 


conſcious of their Truth and Uſe, will give theſe 


Ralliers Smile for Smile, an ſhew a due Tots 
_ tempt for their MerrimenWt. 
But while our Authors "6% theſe e 


Liberties with their Wit, J remember the Ladies 


were then obſerv d, to be decently afraid of ven- 
turing bare. fac d to a new Comedy, till they had 


been aſſur d they might do it, without the Riſque 
of an Inſult to their Modeſty .-—— Or, if their Cu- 
rioſity were too ſtrong, for their Patience, they 
took Care; at leaſt, to ſave Appearances, and rare. 
ly came upon the firſt Day: of acting but in 


| Masks, then daily worn, and admitted in the Pit, 


the fide Boxes and Gallery, which Cuſtom how: 
ever, had ſo many ill Confequences — it, 
that it has been aboliſh'd theſe many Nars. 0 


- Theſe Immoralities of the Stage, had by an 


avow'd Indulgence been creeping into it ever ſince 
King Charles his Time; nothing that was looſe 
could then be too low for it: The London Cuck- 
olds the moſt rank Play that ever {ucceeded, was 
then in the higheſt Court-F avoür. 


In this almoſt general Corruption, Dryden, | 


whoſe Plays were more fam'd for their Wit than 
their Chaſtity, © led the Way, which he fairly 
confeſſes, and endeavours to excuſe, in his Epi- 


logue to the Pilgrim, revis'd in 1700 for his Be- 


nefit, in his declining Age and Fortune. The 
following Laves'of 5 i will wake. en me Ob- 


ſervation, 4% 


2 0 . 
* 


Beba the Parſon fire ccd a point too far, 
When, with our Theatres he:wag'd a War. 
He tells you, that chis very moral Age air 
Reteiv's: the- . mite on em the ns; * 7 
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Bat fure, a baniſti d Courts. : in Ln . 
| - fraught, J 15 
The Seeds of open Mice ing e CEE 
Thus lodg'd;-as: Vice by great Example thrives, 
It firſt debauch'd the Daughters and the Wiyess!; 
London, a fruitful Soil, yet never bore 
So plentiful a Crop of Horns beformſe. 
The Poets, who muſt live by Courts or ſtarve, 
Were proud, ſo good a Government to ſerve. 
And mixing with Buffoons, and Pimps . 
Tainted the Stage, for ſome ſmall ſnip of Gain. 
For they like Harlots under Bawds rofl 211 
Took all the ungodly Pains, and got the leaſt. 
Thus did the thriving Malady prevail. 

The Court, it's Head, the Poets but the Tail. 
The Sin was of our native Growth; tis true. 

The Scandal of the Sin was wholly new. 
Miſſes there were, but modeſtly conceal d; 
Whitehall the naked Venus firſt reveal 3 
Where ſtanding as at Cyprus 1 in her Shrines 66h 
The Strumpet Was ador d with Rites divine, dc. 
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= his Epilogue, and he Nelas to the Gums. 
Play, written by Dryden, I ſpoke myſelf, which 
not being uſually done by the ſame Perſon, I. 
have a mind, while I think of it, to let ou 
know how they both fell to my Wenn and how 
other Actors were affected by it. 5 
Sir John Vanbrugh, who had: given ſome Hoke. 85 
Touches of his Pen to the Pilgrim, to aſſiſt the 
Benefit Day of Dryden, had the diſpoſal of the 
parts; he was ſo good as to offer me my choice 
of what! might like beſt for myſelf in it: But 
I. enly choſe two ſhort incidental parts; that 
of the ſtuttering; Cook. and the mad Engliſu- 
man. In which homely Characters, I ſaw more 
matter Lhe _ ight, tha thoſe. that might have , 
2 a 


= , 


to Wit; and a dry Reſerve in his Smile, that 
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2 better pretonce to the Amiable. Sir John, 
upon my being contented with 40 little, gave me 
the Epilogue to make up my ſhare, which being 
written fo much above To ſtrain of common Au- 
thors, I. confels I was not a little pleaſed with. 
And Dryden, upon his hearing me repeat it to 
him, truſted me with the Prologue. was 
looked upon by the Actors as fornethiog too ex * 
traordinary; but none complain'd of it ſo loudly 
_ as- Wilks, who feldom choſe ſoft Words when he 
ſpoke of any thing he did not like: The moſt 
— ching he ſaid of it was, that he did not 
underſtand ſuck Treatment; that for his part he 
looked upon it as an affront to all the reſt of the 
Company, that there ſhould be but one out of 
the whole B08 fie either to ſpeak a Prologue or 
an Epilogue. I offer d to decline either in his 
Favour, or bock: But he. was too much concern 
to accept of an Offer, that had been made to ano- 
ther, in preference to himſelf, and which he 
fees d 0e think His beſt way of reſenting, was to 
conteinn. But from that Time, however, he 
never let the firſt Offer of a prologue eſcape him. 
Jo ſpeak a good ler ke is in my Opi-- 
nion one of ths hardeſt parts, and ſtrongeſt proofs: 
Df ſound Elocution, of which, I confeſs, IJ never 
thought, that any of the ſeveral who attempted 
it, ſhewed themſelves equal Maſters to Better 
ten. Betterton, in the Delivery of a good pro- 
logue, had a natural Gravity that gave ſtrength 
to good Senſe; a temper'd Spirit, that gave Life 


threw Ridicule into its brighteſt Colours. Of 
theſe Qualities, Booth only had the firſt, but at- 
tained: not the other two: Wilks had ſpi irit, but 
gave too looſe a Rein to it, and it was ſeldom he 
* ſpeak a grave * 9 Verſe harmo- 

niouſiy: 5 


. 


niouſly : His Accents were Hequerchp hot ie! 
and violent, which ſometimes occaſioned ins ca- 
gerly cutting off half the ſound: of Syllables, that 
ought to have been gently melted into the Mefo- 
dy of Metre; in Verſes of Humour too, he 
would ſometimes carry the Mirnickry farther than 
the Hint would bear, even to à trifling Light, as 
if himſelf were pleafed to fee it 27 glirtering: 
Wilks had many Excelleneies, but if We leave 
Prologue: ſpeak ing out of the Number, he wi 
"_— have endugk to tene Ne Way # "valuable 
Actor. 
But 1 have bwomethibg e de ay ie | 
the Iminoralicies of the Stage: many flagrant 
Inſtances of which, were collected and publiſhed 
by a Nen-juring Clergyman, Jerem . Collier, 
about the Tear 1697. However juſt his charge 
againſt the Authors who then wrote for it, might 
be; I cannot but think his ſentence againſt the 
Theatre ieſelf is unẽqual; Reformation he thinks 
too mild a Treatment for it, and is therefore for 
laying the ax to the root of it. This puts me 
in mind of what the noted Jo; Haines, the Co-. 
median, a Fellow of a wieked Wir, ſuid upon 
this Occaſion; who being ask d what could 
tranſdort Mr. Collier into fo blind a Zeal for the 
general ſuppreſſion of the Stage; when only ſome 
particular Authors had abus d it? Whkereas  _ - 
Sage, he could not but know, "was ' generally” = 
allowed, when rightly conducted, ta be a de- 
ligntful method of mending our Morals ? For 
that reaſon, replied Haines: Collier is by © 
profeſſion a Moral- mender himſelf, and two of . 
a Trade, you know, can never agree“ 
The Authors of the Old Batchelor, id of the 
Relapſe, were thoſe whom Collier labour'd moſt 
2 - 25 . 
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to convict of —— z- to which they ſeveral · 
y. publiſhed their Repſy 3 the firſt ſeemed too 
— hurt, to be 5 to defend Himſelf, and the 
other felt him ſo little, that his Wir only we d 
at his Laſhes:...: K 241 . si te 
Hawever,, it muſt b. ADE that Mr. Col. 
lier calling our Dramatick Writers to this ſtrict 
account, had a very holeſome Effect upon 
_ tholewho writ after this time Indecencies were 
no longer Wit, and by degrees the Fair Sex 
came again to fil the Boxes on the firſt Day of a 
new Comedy, without Fear or Cenſure. But 
the Maſter of the Revels aſſiſted this Reformation 
with a more zealous Severity than ever. . He: 
would ſtrike out whole Scenes of a vicidus or im- 
moral Character, tho: it were viſibly ſhewn to be 
reformed or puniſhed; | a ſevere Inſtance of this 
falling opon myſelf, may be an Excuſe for my 
kelating it: When Richard the Third, as al. 
tered it from Shakeſpeare, came from his hands; 
to be acted; he entirely expung d the firſt Act. 
This occaſioned my applying to him, fer the 


* 


ſmall Indulgence of a ſpeech or two, that the 
other four Acts might limp on with a little leſs 


Abſurdity. But he had an Objection to the 
whole Act; and the Reaſon he gave for it was, 
: that the Diſtreſſes of King Henry the Sixth, who 
is killed by Richard in the firſt AR, would put 
weak people too much in mind of King James, 
then living in France; a notable proof of his 
Zeal for the Government! Thoſe who have 
read either the Play or the Hiſtory, I dare ſay, 


will think. he ain d hard for the parallel. Ina 


word, we were forced, for ſome Years, to let it 
take 1 its Fate, with. Tong four Acts divided into 


25 five,.. 
"This 


* 4 


+, * 
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mip of the Maſter of the Revils;' Leads 
me to throw out a few Obſervations upon the 
late Act for veſting it in the Lord Ch 1 
lain. But I muſt firſbrell-you what made d 
r 15 FOG) w. D ie e 
About nine Years ago, { a Tears ag gelben os 
in Goodman's Fields, where Plays, without any; 
Licence,” 'were acted for ſome time unmoleſted, 
and with Impunity. This being thought a Nui- 
lance by the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, they 
petitiondꝭ the Crown? to ſuppreſs it; but this 
affair, a little time after, came to a nearer deci= 
fion in Weſtminſter⸗ Hall, on the following Oc- 
caſion: It happened that the purchaſers of the Pa- 
tent, to whom Mr. Booth — Myſelf had ſold 
our ſhares, were at variance with their Come 
dians, and the Variance ended, in the chief of 
them deſerting, and ſetting up for themſelves in 
the little Houſe in the Hay-market, in 2743, by 
which Deſertion the Patentees were very much 
diſtreſs*d\" Upon this they were adv ĩſed to put 
the Act of the 12th of Queen Anne, againſt: Va- 
gabonds, in force, againſt theſe Deſerters, them 
acting in the Hay-market, without Licence 2 
Accordingly one of their chief performers was 
taken fram the Stage by the area of a Juſtice: | 
of Peace, and committed to Bridewell. When 
the Legality of this came to be diſputed in Weſte: 
minſter-hall, it appeared the perſon taken up was 


not withit the deſcription of the Act, he having 


a Vote for the Weſtminſter Members of Farlia- 
ment. He was diſcharged accordirigly, and 
conducted through ethe Hall, with the Congratu - 
lations of. the. Crouds-that wiſh "and his” ; 
Dr arri art 
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to convict of Immorality; to which they ſeveral-· T 
y. publiſhed their Reply ; the firſt ſeemed. too m 
— hurt, to be able to — himſelf, and the la 
other felt hi ſo little, that his Wir only d la 
at his Laſhes: . . 2511 * * F423 4.0 L 
_ -. Hawever,, it. muſt be ares, that Mr. Col: 85 
io ' calling our Dramatick Writers to this ſtrict 
account, had a very , wholeſome, Effect upon 
5 thoſe who writ after this time: _ Indecencies were 
0 longer Wit, and by degrees the Fair Sex 
came again to fill the Boxes on the firſt Day of a 
new Comedy, without Fear or Cenſure. But 
che Maſter of the Revels afliſted this Reformation 
With a more zealous Severity than ever. He 
would ſtrike out whole Scenes of a vicipus or im- 
moral Character, tho it were viſibly ſhewn to be 
reformed or 9 a ſevere Inſtance of this 
falling upon myſelf, may be an Excuſe for my 
kelating it: When Richard the Third, as Tal. 
tered it from Shakeſpeare, came from his hands, 
to be acted; he entirely expung d the firſt Act. 
This occaſioned my applying to him, fer the 
ſmall Indulgence of a ſpeech or two, that the g 
other four Acts might limp on with a little leſs ae 
Abſurdity. But he had an Objection to the A 
whole Act; and the Reaſon he gave for it was, ta 
that the Diſtreſſes of King Henry the Sixth, who of 
is killed by Richard in the firſt Ack, would put th 
weak people too much in mind of King James, m 
then living in France; a notable proof of his ne 
Zeal for the Government! Thoſe Who have a 
read either the Play or the Hiſtory, I dare 4 m 
will think he Arain'd hard for the parallel. cc 
word, we were forced, for ſome — a to — . la 
rake its Fate, 1 rag four AQs divided into C 


five, Ai — 5 5 — Tn 
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w out a few Obſervatiois upon che 


— A& for veſting ir in the Lord Chamber⸗ 


lain. But I muſt ee Hark hat. 'made"this 


Law neceſſary. ie wel Tn Borbenſtoy 
About nine Vears ago, 4 Then was erected | 

in Goodman's Fields, where Plays, without any; 

Licence, "were acted for ſome time unmoleſted, 


and with Impunity. This being thought a Nui- 


lance by tlie Lord Mayor and Aldermen, they 
petition'd the Crown? to ſuppreſs it; bur this 


affair, a little time after; came to a nearer deci- 
fion in Weſtminſter-Hall,” on the following Oe 
caſion: It happened that the purchaſers of the Pa- 
tent, to whom Mr. Booth A Myſelf had ſold 
our ſhares, were at variance with their Come 

dians, and the Variance ended, in the chief of 
them deſerting, and ſetting up for themſelves in 


the little Houſe in the Hay- market, i in 2733, by 


which Deſertion the Patentees were very much 
diſtreſsd. Upon this they were adviied to put 


the Act of the : ado 'Queen/ Anne, againſt: Va- ry: 
gabonds, in force, againſt theſe Deſereers; them 


acting in the Hay-market, without Licence 3 
Accordingly one of their chief performers was 


taken fram the Stage by the Warrant of a Juſtiee 


d committed to Bridewell. When 


the 1 of this came to be diſputed 1n:;Weſts: 


minſter-hall, it appeared the perſon taken up was 


not vvithin the deſcription of the Act, he having 
a Vote for the Weſtminſter Members of Farlia- 


ment. He was diſcharged accordingiy, and 
conducted through «the Hall, with the Congratu- 


lations of — Crouds What? wiſh'd wel oy 
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This Endeayour to ſuppreſs the: -Gomedians 
acting in the Hay-market, proving ineffectual, 
and no hapes of a Re. union then appearing, the 
Remains of the Players left in Drury lane, were 
5 reduced to a very low condition: At this time a 
third-purchafer, - Mr. Fleetwood, ſtept in, and 
ſtruck up a Bargain at once, for five parts in ſix 
of the nations aud at the fame time gave the re- 
volted Players their dun Terms to return, and 
come under his Government in Drury- lane, 
where they fil continue to act. But the late 
affair of he proſecuted-Comedian, going ſo very 
ſtrongly in his Favour, and the Houſe in 
—— Fields ft ill continuing to act, gave 
ouragement to a certain Perſon to collect a 
fourch Company, whoadted plays in the Hay-mar- 
dians had lately quitted. This perſon ſoan' found 
m necęſſary co give the Publick ſome pieces of an 
extraordinary Kind; of which it may be enough 
7 — Terms," they were ſo openly fla-, , 
grant, that the * Wiſdom of the | Legiſlature 
thought it was high . 4: bes: ry No- 


tice of them. 
tine Law which, has - 


I come now an 
reduce) the number of Play-houſes, and prevents 
the Repetition of fuck Abules, 3» Gaſe that te- 
; main SSCL 
_ - While this We dn kanne a lively Spirit 
i | and nncommon Eloguence was employed againſt 
it: It was faid, - That to bring the Theatre un- 
der the. Reſtraint of 4 Licenſer, was leading the 
way to an attack upon the Liberty of the Preſs. 
This amounts but to a Jealouſy at beſt, which I 
hope and believe all honeſt Engliſhmen have as 
much reaſon to think a groundleſs, as to . it 
__ 
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no more ĩtmured d erfdmilly ridiculed; or 
made contempi — lay, than by the fame 
Matter only printed and rg, bim in a 

pimpllet, or the! ſtrongeſt 3 thefi indeed 


the Stage and the Preſs — e 
an equal Fodting : But when the wide Differen@ 
between theſe two Liberties come to be explain'd 

and Conſider d, I dare tay we ffialb find the In- 
juries from unc e of being ten tithes more 


View of the Stage fans to this point. 

Tk Satyr af 4 Comedian, and tat ge 
Poet, have a different Effect upon Repatatibn 
A Character of Diſadvantage upon 
maker à ſtronger Impreſſion; than clfewhere : 
Reacling is bur Heating. ar frond Rand r now 
Hearing, at beft; ix a mort lan 
tham ſight; for che Eye i is much mote affecting 
auch ſtrilced into the 


Ear'y\befities, upon the Stage, 
are in —— Fe Eafe of the Actor 


 kifies' rhe Gbjotty 


in the Audjence'} a Jeſt is improved into Argu- 
ment, and No, grows nag Reaforr ; 
'Fhus' x Clarz&er 

delible; a Mar 
tont, and herhar is made a Foot m a play, 
ö . 

ſuch only among the repniived' an un 

ing; bar — Wrntkdlersele Diviſion of 


| Mankind For cizfe Reaſons, E humbly n 


ceive the Stage ſtands in need of a | great deal of 
"* Dil 


I 7 A0 "ws 


the Stage and the Prot, 
_ H-ſhalf eblletvony to ſhox are very differdit Wee | 
cat M could be 


capabl ; 
and formidablethan from the other. Read 
white Mr. Collier, in his Defence 6f the Short 


aden the Sth, 


Conveyance 


than the 
Bath the "ſes | 


ant awakens the Mind cabs 
hol of it: Thu 4. dramatick Abuſe i&rivettet - 


Scandal becomes almoſt in- 
for 2 Bloekhead upom Gon 
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7 ine and Reſtraint : To give them an unli- 
Rage, is in effect to make them Maſters of 


Religion at their Mercy. To ſhew Greatneſs ri. 
diculous, is the way to Joſe: the Uſe, and abate 
the Value of the Quality. Things made little in 


jeſt, will ſoon be ſo in earneſt ; for Laughing 


and - ran are een beſtowed on the man 
We 7 N : Sain, up 


Tf this was! Truth od Reaſon” 3 Toa 


it to theſe days, when there came to be a much 
ſtronger Call for a Reformation of the Stage, than 
when this Author: wrote againſt it, or perhaps 
than was ever nom, fines | the Engliſh e 
had a Being? 


To n ps us bier this Law! in a 


quite different Light; let us leave the political 
part of it quite out of the Queſtion ; wheva advan» 
tage could either the Spectators of Plays, or the 
Maſters of Play-houſes have gain'd, by its never 


having been made? How conld the fame ſtock 


of plays ſupply four Theatres, which, without 
ſuch additional Entertainments; as a Natiaa of 
common Senſe ought to be aſhamed of, could not 
well ſupply two Satiety muſt have been the na- 
tural Conſequenee of the ſame Plays being twice 
as often repeated as now they need be; and Sa- 
- tiety puts an End to all Taſtes that the mind of 
Man can delight in. Had thereſore this. Law 
been made nine Years. ago, I ſhould. not have 
parted with my ſhare in the patent under a thou- 


ſand pounds more than I received for it. So that 


as far as Tam able to judge, both the Publick as 


8 ee and the Patentees as Wer _ are 
; or 


all moral Diſtinctions, and to Jay Honour and 


ago, will it not carry the ſame Conviction with 
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or might be in a better way of being entertained, 
and more conſiderable Gainers by it. 


Ino return to the ſtate of the Stage, where I 
about the Year 169 


left it, a 


firſt deſigned to hay r r it. 
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from whence this 
purſuit of its Immoralities has led me farther than 
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The different ſtate of the two Companies. Wilks 
and Eſtcourt invited over from Dublin. The 


great Theatre in the Hay market built for 
Betterton's Company. It anſwers not their 


Expectation, and ſome Obſervations upon it. 


AT 2 State ſecret. 


H E icons: Union of our oe was 


in that very - memorable Lear when the 

two Kingdoms, ol England and Scotland were 
made one. And I remember à particular that 
confirms me I am right 1 in my Chronology ; for 
the play of Hamlet being acted ſoon after, Eſt- 
court, who then took upon him to ſay any thing, 
added a fourth Line to Shakeſpeare's prologue 


to the Play, which originally conſiſted but of 


three but Eſtcourt made 1t run thus : ; 


For Us and for our T 
Thus ſtooping to your Clemency, 
(This being a Year of Unity.) 
We bes your Hearing patiently.” 


This new Chronological Lime coming 

tedly upon the Audience, was received with Ap- 

plauſe, tho? ſeveral grave Faces Jook'd a little 
ſerious upon it However, by this Fact it is 

plain our Theatrical Union happened in 795 
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But to ſpeak & it in ies place, nn x le 
back again. 1612 1146 
From 169, to: this Union, both Companies 
vent bn without any memerable Change id their 
Affairs, unleſs it were, That Beętterzons People 
(however gogd in their Kind) were meſt of hem 
ta far advanced in Years te mend: % 
Jin Drury- Lane were to young te be excellent, 
ve were not tos old to he better. But What will 
not Satiety depreęiate? For tho I myſt on a 
avow, that in dur higheſt Proſperity, IL always 
we were greatly inferior; yet, h Sur 
good Fonune of being {een in quite new Liga, 
which ſeveral pew written Plays had ſheyn us in, 
we now began to make a conſiderable Stand a- 
gainft them. One goed new Play e dis rifing 
Company is ef jneonceivable Value. In”: Org 
Noe, Loves laſt Shift, zod in the Sequel of it, 
the Relapft x ſevexal gf aur People ſhew d them-, 
ſelves la a new Style of ting, in which Nature 
had net as het been feen. I cannot here forget a 
Misfariac Wag bafel gur Seciesy about this Fime. 1 
hy che Laß of 's young Actor, Hildebrand Herden. 
vha was ki d as the Bar of dhe Roſe: Tavern, ia 
a frivilens, taſk, accidental Quarrel ; for which 
a late Reſident at Venice, Colonel Burgeſs, and 
ſeveral other Perſons. of Niſtinstion took. their 
Trials, and were acquitted. This Maas 
had almoſt every Gif} chat ceuld promiſe an ex- 
cellent ——— he had beſides a 5 of 
Table: Wit, and Humour, with a handſome _ | 
ſon, and was every Day: riſing inta publick Fa- 
vour. ' Before: he was buried, it was oblervabley 
that two ar three Days together, ſeveral of the 
wen —— ns ander — fre⸗ 
quent 9 mn gn -@AC * 
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| was the eldeſt Son of Dr. Horden, -Miniſter of 
Twickenham, in Middleſex: But this Misfortune 

was ſoon repair d by the Return of Mr! Wilks 

from Dublin; who upon this young Man's Death 

- was ſent for over, and liv'd long enough among 

us to enjoy that Approbation, from which the 


lowing, Eſteourt the famous Mimick; wo has 
already been ſpoken of, had the fame' Invitation 
from Ireland, where he had commene'd Actor: 
His firſt Part here, at the Theatre Royal, was the 
Spaniſh Friar, in which, tho? he had remem- 
bred every Look and Motion of the late Tony 
Leigh, ſo far as to put the Spectator very much- 
in mind of him, yet it was viſible through the 

whole, not withſtanding his Exactneſs . in the Out - 
lines, the true Spirit that was to fill up the Fi- 
gure, was not the ſame; but unskilfully dawb'd 
on, like a Child's Painting on the Pace of a 
Metzo- tinto: It was too plain to the Judicious, 
that the Conce was not his oπνn, but im- 
printed on bis! 


ſought after in private Companies, he met with 
a ſort- of Indulgence for wg he ſometimes did 
on the Stage. N Ys Þ * 1 
In the Year 1699 Mes. Oldfield Was en in- 


| Is the Houſe: Withithe Addition: then of ſo ac- 


compliſh'd an Actreſs, and one ſo much in favour 


ll our other Actors, as Penkethman, Johnſon, 


ſelf in the Number, but in what Rank, I leave 
to the Judgment of thoſe who have been my 


| 20” > by the Reputation of our Company began 


te 


other Was ſo unhappily cut off. The Winter fol- 


emory by another, of whom he 
only preſented a dead Likeneſs. Bùt theſd De- 
fects were not ſo obvious to common Spe@ators 3” 
no wonder therefore, if by his: being ſo much 


as Wilks, and by the viſible Improvement of 
Bullock, and I think I may venture to name my- 
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to get ground; Mrs. Oldfield, and Mr. Wilks 
by their frequently playing 2 one another 
in our beſt Comedies, very happily ſupported 
that Humour, and Vivacity, which is o pecu- 
har to our Engliſh- Stage. The French, our 
only modern Competiors, ſeldom give us their 
Lovers, in ſuch various Lighis: In their Co- 
medies, however lively a People they are by na- 
ture, their Lovers are generally conſtant, ſimple 
Sighers, both of a Mind, and equally diſtreſs d 
about the Pifficulties of their coming together, 
which naturally makes: their — o 
ſerious, that they are ſeldom good Company to 
their Auditors: And tho' I allow them many 
other Beauties, of which we are too ngeligent; 
yet our Variety of Humour has Excellencies chat 
all their valuable Obſervance of Rules have never 
yet attain'd: to. By theſe: Advantages then, we 
began to have an equal ſhare of the Felber ſort of 
Spectators, who, for feveral Years, could not 
allow our Company to ſtand in any compariſon 
with the other. But Theatrical Favour, like 
publick Corhinerce, will ſometimes deceive: the 
beſt Judgments, by an unaccountable change of 
its Channel z the beſt Commodities are not al- 
ways known to meet with the beſt Markets. 1 
this decline of the Old Company, many Acci- 
dents might contribute; as: the too diſtant ſitua- 
tion of their Theatre; or their want of a better, 
for it was not, then in the condition it now is, 
but ſmall, and poorly fitted up, within the Walls 
2 a Tennis N Ban which 1 is of che leſſer | 
rt | 5 
Booth, who was then a Ap Atr. among 
them, has often told me of the Difficulties Bet · 
terton labour d under, and complain'd of: How 


1 he n! it to keep their Body | to 
that 
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mlt commieh Order, whidh was nocbffury 
Food ef rhe hole; of their relying vo moch 


of tkem were young when they 
own Maſters, 


firſt became their 


older, and cbnlequently more liable to fall into 
Nola e, or were only ſeparately diligent, in 

le Regard of their Benefit-plays; which 
3 — of their Prineipals knew, ar wörſt, would 
raiſe” them Contributions; tliat would more than 


folerably fubfiſt chem, for the curret Year; But 


25 — too precarioms Papedients to be - 
5 pended wand Brought in not 

| ge Tipp of ole Nanberr who mere 
— under them; they weto ol 26 have 
recourſe to forei _— Noveltits; ' IL? Abee; Bilon; 
und Mademoiſelle: 

moſt famous Dancers of the Opera, were 
at feveral Times brought! over at em 


Rares, 0 revive char fickly Appetite, which 
plain Senfe and Natove fad nice. Bor thers 
was no recovering to Hund Conſtrution by rbeſe 


mere coſtly cordials ; tho perhaps their echibit- 


we had mot with,” m our mare barbarous ln 


troducing of French Tomblers the Year before 
tn Fa 


of which Nr. Rowe thus 
ne Wenn or his firſt _ $023 I 20 


n ne Flenker) and: aborions Bon, 


55 r e paged ee 6c 


While the Crowd bets: fo floctusted from 
one Houſe to another, as their Eyes wert more 
or Jeſs: regaled than their Ears, it could not be 4 
ion much in debate which had the better 
Actors + the Merit of either ſeemed to be of ck 
ttle 


for the 
on their intrinficle Merit; and thougfi but — 


yet they were all now ten | Years | 


Sabligny,. thee: — * chen 
French 


FO FEFEFLT TY 


yer os might be owing te the ſuc- 
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Pride of thay party. 
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little Mena 6 and the Complaint in Ar - 
going Lines, the it miglit be juſt for à time, 


could not de a juſt one for ever; becauſe the beſt 


Play that ever was writ, may tire by being 100 
often repeated, a Misfortune naturally attending 


the Obligation to play every Day; - not that when 
ever ſuch Satiety a it will be any Proof 
a bad one, or of its being ill 


ot the Play*s being 
acted. To recover them therefore to their due 
Eſtimation, a ne Project was form'd, of build- 
ing them a ſtately Theatre, in the Hay- Market, 

by Sir John Vanbrugh, for which he railed a Sub- 
ſcription of 'thirty 


every Subſcriber for his own Life; was to be aC> 


on to whatever Entertainments ſhould be pub- 


perfortu d there, Of this Theatre I ſaw 


* * Stone laid, on which was inſcrib'd the 


LiTTLz: Wis, in Hendur to a Lady of extraqr- 
dinary Beauey, - then jo: celebrated Oe. and 
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In the Leaf 1966 
Betierton, and bis ri 
Ag 


greve; imagining perha 


Plays, it would now 
them, would ſoon recover the Town to a truc 


Taſte, and be an Advantage that no other Com. 
pany could hope for, that in the Interim, all ſuch 


Plays could be written, the Grandeur of their 


Houſe, as it was a new Spectacle, might allure 


the Crowd to ſupport them: But if theſe were 


their Views, we ſhall ſee that their Dependence 


upon them © were too fanguine, For Mr. Con- 
d | greve 


Perfons of Quality, at one 
hundred Peunds each, in Conſideration whereof 


when this Houſe was gilt. d, 8 
ners di ſſolved their own = 
Agreements; and threw themſelves under the 
Direction of Sir Jobn Vanbrugh;/ and Mr. Con-. 
ps, chat the Conduct t 
two. ſuch eminent Authors might. give a. mere 
proſperous Turn to their Condition; that the 
be cheir Intereſt to write for 
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2 2 few Months, gave up his Share and 
tereſt in the Government of it, wholly to Sir 


John Vanbrugh. But Sir John being ſole Pro- 
prietor of the Houſe, was at all Events obliged 


to do his utmoſt to ſupport it. As he had a hap- 
pier Talent of throwing the Engliſh Spirit into 
his Tranſlation of French Plays, than any former 
Author who had borrowed from them, he in the 
 -ſame Seaſon gave the Publick three more of that 

Kind, call'd The Cuckold in Conceit, from the 
Cocu imaginaire of Moliere; Squire Trelooby 
from his Monſieur de Pourceaugnac, and the 
Miſtake, from the D'epit Amoureux of the ſame 


Author. Yet all theſe, however well executed, 


came to the Ear in an undiſtinguiſh'd Utterance, 
_ owing to the bad Contrivance of the Houſe, by 
which almoſt all their Plays had equally ſuffer d; 
for what few could plainly hear, it was not likely 
a great many could applaud. { - 
It muſt further, be conſidered too, that Fu 


Company were not now, what, they had been, 


when they . firſt revolted. Pogo, bog Sandford, 
and Leigh were dead, and Mrs. Betterten and 
Underhill being at this Time ſuperannuated Pen» 
ſioners; Nor could it be expected that Betterton 
bimſelf at paſt. ſeventy, could retain his former 
; N though he. was. far. diſtant. from any 
al. 

It was now the Town tall, chat nothing but a 
Chen of the two Companies could reſtore. the 
Theatre to its former Reputation; which Opi- 


nion was certainly true: But it is as certain, that 


the cloſe Maſter of Drury Lane had no ſuch In- 

tention. 

Sir John Vanbrugh, in order to ks a Union 

worth his while, found himſelf under a Neceſſity 

of letting. his Theatrical Farm to ſome induſtrious 
| Tenant, 


. 
* 
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Tenant, that might put it into better condition. 
At this time then, the Maſter of Drury- Lane hap- 
pen'd to have a ſort of primier Agent, in his 


Stage-A fairs, that ſeem'd in Appearance as much 
to govern the Maſter, as the Maſter himſelf did to 


govern his Actors But this Perſon was under no 
Stipulation or Sallary for the Service he render d. 


but had gradually wrought himſelf into the Maſ- 
ter's extraordinary Confidence and Truſt, from 
an habitual Intimacy, a chearful Humour, and an 


indefatigable Zeal for his Intereſt, This Perſon 


vas Mr. Owen Swiney, and that it was to him 
Sir John Vanbrugh, in this Exigence of his The- 


atrical Affairs, made an Offer = his Actors under 5 


ſuch Agreements of Sallary, as might be made 
with them; and of his Houſe, Cloaths and Scenes, 


with the Queen's Licence to employ them, upon 
Payment of only the caſual Rent of Five Pounds 
every a 2 not to exceed 700 J. in te 


Fear. Of this propoſal, Mr. Swiney deſired a 
Day or two to conſider; for he would not un- 
dertake it without the Conſent of his Patron, the 


Maſter of Drury-Lane. But he immediately con- 


ſented that Swiney ſhould take the Hay-Market 
Houſe, &c. and continue that Company to act 


againſt him; but the real Truth was, that he had 


a mind both Companies ſhould be elandeſtinely 
under one and the ſame Intereſt. What flatter' d 


him, that he had this wholeſome project, and 


Swiney to execute it, both in his power, was that 
n'd to ſtand in his 


at this time, Swiney happen 
Books Debtor to Caſh, upwards of Two Hundred 


pounds: But here we ſhall find he over-rated his 
Security, However, Swiney as yet follow'd, 


his Orders, he took the Hay- Market Theatre, 


and had farther the private Conſent of the Paten- 


2 to take ſuch of his Aclors from Drury * ) 
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as either from Inclination or Diſtontent, might be 


willing to come over to him in the Hay - Market. 
The only one he made Exception of wus myſelf: 


For tho' he chiefly depended upon his Singers and 
Dancers, he ſaid it would be neceſſary to keep: 


ſome one tolerable Adder with him, that might 


enable him to ſet thoſe Machines à going: The 


Actors that came to him from Drury-Lane, were 
Wilks, Eſtcourt, Mills, Keen, — Bullock, 
Mrs. Oldfield, Mrs. Rogers, and ſome few others 
af leſs Note: This ptoject was form'd and put 

in Execution in a very few Days, in the Summer 


Seaſon, when no Theatre was mn. bitt K 


was entirely a Str 


anger. 
The firſt Word F heard of this Transaction ws | 
, Inviting me to make. 


by a Letter from Swiney, 
one in the Hay-Market Company, whom he hopꝰd 


I could not but now! thack tbe ſ— party. 


But J conſeſs I was not a little alarm'd at this 
Revolution: For I conſidered, that I ktew of no 
viñible Fund to ſupport theſe Actors, but theit 
own Induſtry ; that all his Recruits from Drury 
Lane would want new Cloathing ; and that the 
warmeſt Induſtry would be always labouring up 
Hill, under ſo unneceſſary 
Situation, and — 4 Theatre. 5 
tbeſe Confiderations, I was only thankful for the: 
Offers made me from the Hay-market, without 
accepting them ; and ſoon after came to Town 
towards the uſual Time of their g to act, 
to offer my Service to our old Maſter. But 1 
found our Company fo thinn'd, that it was almoſt 
impracticable, to bring any one tolerable play up- 
on the Stage. 
Actors, berg in what manner he intended to pro- 
ceed ? he replied, Don't you trouble yourſelf, 


enn along, and 17 II thew you, He — led me 
about 


an Expence, ſo bad a 


W hen I ask' d him where were his 


de , E NU Ar uo 
about all the By- places in the Houſe, and ſhew d 
me fifty little Back - doors, dark Cloſets, and nar- 
row Paſſages; in Alterations and Contrivances 
of which kind he had buſſed his Head moſt part 
of the Vacation; for he was ſcarce ever, without 
ſome notable. Joiner, or à ; Bricklayer extraerdi- 
nary, in pay, for twenty Tears. But to ſpeak 
of him ſeriouſly, and to account for this Diſre- 
gard to his Actors, his Notion was, that Singing 
and Dancing, or any ſort of Exotick Entertain- 
ment, wauld make an ordinary Company of, Ac- 
too much might be ſaid, in favour of this Opi - 
nion, yet I thought he laid more ſtreſs upon that 
ſort of Merit than it would bear 4, as I therefore 
found myſelf of ſo little Value with him, I could 
not help ſetting a little more upon myſelf , and 
was relolved/to come to a ſhort Explanation-with 
him. In ſhort, I looked gravely in his Face, and 
told him, that I expected either my caſual pay to 
be advanced, or the payment of my former Sal- 
lary made certain, for as many days as we had 
acted the Year before: Upon which I took my 
Leave. By this time, the Hay- market Com- 
pany had begun acting, to Audiences ſometh ing 
ter than uſual, and were all paid their full Sal- 
laries, a Bleſſing they had not felt in ſome Years, 
in either Houſe before. Upon this Succeſs, 
Swiney preſs'd the Patentee to execute the Articles 
they had as yet only verbally agreed on. But 
ſoft and fair! Raſhneſs was a Fault, that had 
never yet been imputed to the Patentee ; certain 
payments were Methods he had not of a long, 
long time been us'd tO ; that point ſtill wanted 
time for Conſideration. But Swiney was as 
haſty as the other was ſlow, ſtood upon his Right 


. „ 
4 
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of having me added to that Company, if I was wil · 
ling to come into it. But this was a point as ab- 
ſolutely refuſed on one fide, as infiſted on, on the 
other. In this Conteſt high Words were ex- 
c on both ſides, till in the end, this their 
laſt private Meeting came to an open Rupture: 
But before it was. pablickly known, - Swiney, by 


fairly letting me inte the whole Tranſaction, took 


effectual means to ſecure ine in his Intereſt. When 


the Myſtery of the Patentee's Indifference to me 


was unfolded, and that his ſlighting me was owing 
to the ſecurity he relied on, of Swiney's not daring 
to engage me, I could have no further Debate 
with myſelf, which fide of the Queſtion I ſhould 
adhere to. To conclude, J agreed, in two Words, 
to act with Swiney ; and from this time every 


Gg der happened in de Theanleal Swen. 
ment, was a nearer ſtep to that twenty Years of 
Proſperity, which Actors, under the Management 
of Actors, not long afterwards enjoyed. What 


was the immediate Conſequence of this laſt Deſer-' 
n 4 


tion from Drury Lane, ſhall be the Subject of 
mar 7 10, e een vi 
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T he 1 Art 1n this * ; ps! en- 
couraged by a Subſcription. Dry g «hi | 
der a particular Management. The power of: 
a Lord Chamberlain, over the Theatres, con- 

ſidered. How it had been former 7 cxrciled. 

| A Digreftion to Tragick correc 


2 I . on now. be 1 chat ſuch a Detach- 
ment of Actors from Drury-Lane, could not 

but give a new Spirit to thoſe in the Hay Mar- 
ket ; not only by enabling them to act each others 
plays to better Advantage; but by an emulous 
Induſtry, which had lain too long inactive among 

them, and without which they plainly ſaw they 
could not be ſure of ſubſiſtance. A by this 
means, began to recover à good ſhare of their 
former Eſteem and Favour ; and the profits of 
them, in about a Month, enabled our new Ma- 
nager to diſcharge his Debt to his old F riend the 

Patentee, who had now left him, and * Troop, 
in truſt, to fight their own Battles. Py 
While the Stage was thus recovering. irs for- 
mer ſtrength, a more honourable Mark of Favour . 
was ſhewn to it, than it was ever known before, 
or ſince, to have received. A Propoſal was drawn 
up, and addreſſed to the Lord Hallifax, the pa- 
tron of the Men of Genius of his Time, for his 


4 pprobation and Aſſiſtance, to raiſe a LY 
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Subſcription for reviving three plays of the beſt 


Authors; every Subſcriber to have three Tickets, 
for the firſt Day of each play, for his ſingle pay- 
ment of three Guineas. This ſubſcription his 
Lordſhip ſo zealouſly encouraged, that from his 
Recommendation chiefly, in a very lutle time, it 
was compleatet. 

By the Aid of this Subſcription, not only the 


| Ators were duly paid, but the Manager himſelf 


too, at the Foot of his Account, Hogd A.cenli- 
derable Gainer. 

At the fame time the Patentee of Drury- Lane 
went on in his uſual Method of pay ing extraor- 
dinary Prices to Singers, Dancers and other ex- 


otick Performers, which were as conſtantly de- 


ducted out of the ſinking Sallaries of his Actors. 
His point was to pleaſe the Majority, who could 
more eaſily comprebend any thing t ey faw, than 


_ the daintieſt thing that could be faid' to them, 
But in this Notion he kept no Medium; for in 
my Memory, he carry'd it fo far, that he was 


(ſome few Years before this time) actually deal- 


ing for an extraordinary large Elephant, at 


a certain Sum, for every Day he micht think 


flit to ſhew the tractable Genius of that vaſt quiet 


Creature: But from the # e which fo for- 
midable a Rival had rais'd in his Dancers, and by 
his Bricklayer's aſſuring him, that if che Walls 
were to be open'd wide enough for its Entrance, 
it might endanger the Fall of the Houſe, he pr 

up hb projet, and with it, ſo hopeful a Proſpect 
of making the Receipts of the Stage run higher 

than all the Wit and Force of the beft W riters 


had ever yet rais'd them to. 


About the fame time he put in tice an 
other project of as new, though not of ſo bold a 
Nature; ; which was his introducing a Rep of 

— 
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Rop pe · dancers, for the firſt Day of whoſe Per- 
FL Ln he had given out hae Play in which 
Thad a material Part: But I was hardy enough 
to go into the Pit, and acquaint the Spectutors 
near me, that T hop'd they would not think it a 
Mark of my Diſreſpect to them, if I declin'd 
acting upòn any Stage, that was brought to ſo 
low a Diſgrace, as oùrs was like to be by that 
Day's Entertainment. My Excuſe was very 
well taken; and the whole Body -of Actors too, 
_ proteſting againſt ſuch an Abuſe of their Profeſſi- 

on, bur cautious Maſter was too nuch alarm d 

and intimſdated £6 repeat it, 

It maß be a hatürał Qveſtion, why the Addon, 
whom Swiney brought over to his Undertaking 
in the Hay- Marker would tie themſelves down 
to limited Gallaries? for though he, as Ma- 

nager waz obliged to make them terrain Pay- 
ments, it was not certain that the Reteipts would 
enable him to do it; and ſince their own Induſtry 
was the vnly viſible Fund they had to depend 
upon, gi would. they nbt, for that Reaſon, inſiſt 


. their being Sharers as well of poſſible Pro: 
ts as 
this Scheme of their Peſertion was all doncertedi 
nnd put in Execution in a Week's Time, which 
ſhort Warning might make them overlook that 
Circumſtance, and the ſudden proſpect of being 


deliver'd from having ſeldom more than half their 


pay, was a Contentment that had bounded all 
their farther Views. Beſides, as there could be 
no room to doubt of their receiving full Pay, 
previous to any profits that might be teap'd by 


their Labour, and as they had no great Reaſon to 


apprehend thoſe profits — exceed their re · 
ſpective Sallaries, ſo far as th make them repine 
at « thee = might think it but reaſonable, to 
"6M 1 ja 6 S 1 ler 


ſſes? But it muſt firſt be conſider d; that 
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let the Chance of. any extraordinary Gain be on 
the fide of their Leader and Director. But farther, 
as this Scheme had the Approbation of the Court, 
theſe Actors had it not in their Power to alter 
any part of it: And what induced the Court to 
encourage it, was, that by havi e Theatre, 
and l its Manager more immediate ely 3 on 
the Power of the Lord Chamberlain, it was not 
doubted but the Stage would be recover d into 
ſuch a Reputation, as might now do Honour to 
that abſolute Command which, the Court or its 
Officers ſeem'd always fond -of having over it : 
And I ſhall now give ſome few Inſtances in what 
manner it was exerciſed. 
What appear'd;to be moſt reaſonably under 
his Cognizance, was. the licenſing or refuſing new 
plays, or ſtriking out what might be thought 
offenſive in them.. . The firſt «Ba of this 
Kind, that common Fame has deliver'd, down to 
us, is that of the Maid's Tragedy of Beaumont 
and Fletcher, which was forbid in King Charles 
the Second's Time, by an Order T the Lord 
Chamberlain. For what Reaſon this Interdiction 
was laid upon it, the politicians of thoſe Days have 
left us to gueſs. Some faid the killing the King 
in that play, while the tragical Death of King 
Charles the Firſt was then fo freſh in people's 
Memory, was an Object too horribly impious for 
a publick Entertainment. Others have given 
out, that a repenting Miſtreſs, in a Romantick 
Revenge of her Diſhonour, killing the King in 
the very Bed he expected her to come into, was 
ſhewing too dangerous an Example to other 
. Evadnes then ſhinipg at Court, in the ſame Rank 
of Royal Diſtinction; who, if ever their Con- 
ſciences ſhould have run equally mad, might 


have had frequent Opportunities of putting the 
5 Expia- 
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_ Expiation of their Frailty into the like Execi- 


tion But this I doubt is too deep a ſpeculation, 
or too ludicrous a Reaſon to be relied on; it 
being well known, that the Ladies then in Fa- 


vour, were not ſo nice in their Notions, as to 


think their preferment their diſhonour, or their 
Lover a Tyrant: Beſides, that eaſy Monarch 
loved his Roſes without Thorns. 
The Lueius Junius Brutus of Nat. Lee, was 
in the ſame Reign, ſilenced after the third day of 
acting it; it being objected, that the plan and 
ſentiments of it had too boldly vindicated, and 


might enflame republican principles. 


A Prologue (by Dryden) the Propheteſs, was 

forbid by the Lord Dorſet, after the firſt day of 
its being ſpoken. It muſt be confeſs d, that this 
Prologue had ſome familiar, metaphorical: ſneers, 


at the Revolution itſelf, and as the poetry of 


1 
: 


it was good, the Oifence of it was lefs pardon- 


able. 5 


The Tragedy of Mary Que of gane 2 4 


been offer d to the Stage Twenty. Years before it 


had been acted: But from the profound penetra- 
tion of the Maſter of the Revels, who ſaw poli- 
tical Spectres in it, that never appear d. in the 
preſentation, it had lain ſo long upon the Hands 
of the Author, who had at laſt the good For- 


tune to prevail with a Nobleman to favour his 


petition to Queen Anne, for permiſſion to have it 


acted: The Oueen had the Goodneſs to refer the 


Merit of his play to the Opinion of that noble 
perſon, although he was not her Majeſty's Lord 
Chamberlain, upon whoſe Report of its being 
every way an innocent piece, it was ſoon after 
acted with Succeſs. . 170 
I will but juſt ſpeak a Word or two to any 


Author that has not yet writ a Line of his next 
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Blay,—Sir, before you ſet Pen to Paper, think 
well and principally of your deſign, or chief 
Action, towards which. every Line you write 
| t to be drawn, as to its Centre: If we can 
ſay of your fineſt ſentiments, This, or that might 


be left out, without maiming the ſtory vou would 


tell us, depend upon it, that fine Thing is faid 
in a wrong place; and though you may urge, 
that a bright Thought is not to be reſiſted, you 
will not be able to Gay that. thoſe very fine Lines 
would be much finer, if you could ſind a proper 
Occaſion for them: Otherwiſe you will be 
thought to take leſs Advice from Ariſtotle or Ho- 
race, than from Poet Bays in the Rehearſal, who 
very ſmartly fays, What the Devil is the plot 
good for, but ta bring in fine Things? Take 
therefore, in ſome part, Example by. the Author 
laſt mentioned ;- there are three: plays of his, The 
Earl of Eſſex, Anna Bullen, and Mary Queen of 
Scots, which tho they are all written in the moſt 
barren Stile that was ever able to keep poſſeſſion | 
of the Stage, have all intereſted the Hearts of hjs 

Auditors; which muſt be entirely owing to the 
'intrir:fick Value of the well mn Tales he 
has ſimply told uus. 

After what I have ie. whenever I ſee a 
aT ragedy defective in its Fable, let there be never 
i many fine Lines in it; I hope I ſhall be for- 
given, if I impute that Defect to the Idleneſs, 
'the weak — or barren Invention of the 
- Author. IE La 
I ſhall now offer ſome Facts relating to the 
power of a Lord Chamberlain, of a very extra- 
ordinary Nature. 

About the middle of King William's Reign, 


an Order of the Lord Chamberlain was then ſub- 
fiſting, that no * of either Company — 


Pre- 


2j2ö·Ü ³ ĩ W bo Ph 
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iſcharge from their reſpectire Managers, and 


the permiſſion of the Lord Chamberlain. Not- 


withſtanding ſuch Order, Powel had left Drury 
Lane without: ſuch Diſcharge, and engaged him- 


* 


ſelf to that of Lincoln's-Inn- Fields: But by 


what follows, it will appear that this Order was 


not ſo much intended to do good to them both, 
as to do no Harm to Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, which 


to Drury Lane without a diſcharge, he was the 


NEXT day taken u by a Meſſenger, and confin ed 


to the Porter's Lodge, where to the beſt of my 


was acted the Day after, the Vice Chamberlain 


Remembrance, he remained about two Days, 


when the Managers of Lincoln's-Inn-Fields gave 


him up; though perhaps he was releaſed for ſome 


better Reaſon. - Upon this occaſion, the next 


day, behind the Scenes, a Perſon of great Qua- 
lity, in my hearing, enquiring of Powel into the 


Nature of his Offence, after he had heard it, 


told him, that if he had had patience enough ta 
| have ſtaid in his Confinement till he had given 
him Notice of it, he would have found him a 

handſomer way of coming out of it. 


Another time the ſame Actor, Powel, was 


provoked at Will's Coffee-houſe, in a Diſpute 
about the Play-houſe, to ſtrike a Gentleman; a 


Complaint was immediately made to the Vice 


Chamberlain, who ſo highly reſented it, that he 
thought himſelf bound in Y 


Honour to carry his 
power of redreſſing it as far as it could poſſibly 
go: For Powel having a part in the Play that 


ſent an Order to ſilence the whole Company, for 


having ſuffered Powel to appear upon the Stage, 
before he had made that Gentleman Satisfaction, 
although the Maſters of the Theatre had had no. 


Notice 


the Court favour d: For when Powel returned 


. 4 # 
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Notice gf Powel's Misbehaviour -; f However this 
Order was obeycd, and remained in Force for 
three days, till the Hang power was Pleaſed to re- 
alte it. E kin 

Wo: ſhall now give an Taſtance of! an Actor, Who 
ſtoed in defence of his Liberty againſt the fame 
A and was relieved by it. 

n the fame King's Reign, ' Dagget having 
«2 Reaſon to think the Pata of Prury- 
Lane bad not dealt fairly with him, he quitted 
the Stage, and would act no more. But the Pa. 
tentee, who from other People's Judgment, knew 
the Value of him, and who wanted too to have 
him -ſooner. 1855 121 the Law could 'offibly 
bring him, thought the ſurer way would be to 
Gelire a e "1a reſs from the A erde. of 
the Lord Chamberlain. Accordingly upon his 
Complaint, a Meſſenger was immediately diſ- 

tch'd to Norwich, Where Dogget then was, to 
Fes him vp, in Cuſtody : But doug oughty Dogg, 

Money in his Poke, and the Cauſe of 
Liber at his Heart, was not, in the leaſt mOMY | 
dated by this formidale Summons. He was ob- 
lerv'd to obey it with 2 particular Chearfulneſz, 
entertaining his Fellow- traveller, the Meſſenger, 
all the way in the Coach, with as much Humour 
as 2 Man of his Buſineſs might be capable of 
rafting And as he found his Charges were to 
be aa, he at every Inn calPd' for the beſt 
Dainties the Country could afford, or 2 pd 
. weak A ppetite could digeſt. Upon his Arrival 
in Town, he immediately apply d to Lord Chief 
| Juſtice Holt for his Habeas Corpus. As his Caſe 
was ſomething 7 that nib learn- 
ed Miniſter of the Law took a particular Notice 


of it: For Dogget was net only diſcharg'd, but 
22 Fcording to com- 


mon 


the Proceſs of 
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mon Fame, had a Cerffüre paR'd upon it, in 
court, which I doubt, atm not Lawyer enough 
to repeat! T0 conclude, e ele Agents in 
this Affair finding, chat ia get they had mi- 
taken their Man, were fold nA wilder 
proceedings, and, as he af terwards 10d me, whif- 
per; d ſomething In his Far, that took away, Dog- 
get's farther Uneaſineſs about 3 * 
By theſe Inftances we ſte how naturally Power 
only "oanded on Cuſtom is apr, where the Law 
is ſilent, to run into Exceſſes, and white it Hu- 
dably pretends to govern others, how hart! it is 
to govern itſelf, But I return to my Hiſtory.” 
When the fole managing Patentee at Drury 
Lane, for ſeveral Years, could never be perfitad-= 
ed or driven to any actourit with the Adven- 
turers; Sit, Thomas Skipwith; who, if I am 


rightly | informed, had an equal ſhare with him, 


grew ſo weary of the Affair, that he made a Pre- 
ſent of his entire Intereſt in it, upon the following 
Occaſion. 1 e 
Fir Thomas haf ppened, in the Summer pre 

ceding the Reunion of the Companies, to mate a 


Viſit to an intimate Friend of his, Colonel Brett, 


of Sandy well in Glouceſterſhire, where: the agtte 

able inanher of paſſing his time there, had raiſed 
him to ſuch a Gallantry of Heart, that in return 
to the Civilities of his Friend, he made ith an 
Offer of his whole Right in the Patent, bar-arthe 
fame Time told him, he himſelf had made 9 
thing of it theſe ten Fears: But the Colenel, he 
ſaid, being a Favourite of the people in power, 
and likewiſe of the Actors, might think of Tome 
Scheme to turn it to Advantage.” At Hit they 
came to a Reſolution, That an' Arad n 


de drawn the next Morning, of an abſolute Con- 


Y hs of the — A Gentleman 15 the 
| Ws | 
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Law, well known to them both, happening to 
be a Gueſt there, at the ſame time, the next day 
produced the Deed, according to his I nſtrutions, 
in the preſenee of whom, and of others, it was 
ſign' d, ſealed; and delivered to the Purpoſes 
The next Thing to be conſidered was; what 
Mr. Brett ſhould do with his new Theatrical - 
_ Commiſſion, which, in another's poſſeſſion, had 
been of fo little Impottance. Here it may be ne- 
ceſſary to premiſe, that this Gentleman was the 
- firſt of any Figure, ſince my coming to the 
Stage, with whom I had con | a perſonal In- 
.timacy ; which might be the Reaſon why in this 
debate my Opinion had fome Weight with him. 
| Notwithſtanding he knew I was then engag'd in 
another Intereſt, at the Hay-Market; he deſired 
we might conſider together of the beſt Uſe he 
could make of it, aſſuring me at the ſame time, 
he ſhould think it of none to himſelf, unleß it 
could in ſome Shape be turn'd to my Advantage. 
This friendly declaration, was not needful to in- 
cline me; in whatever might be honeftly in my 
power, whether by Intereſt of Negotiatlon, to 
ſerve him; My fifſt Advice therefore was, that 
he ſhould produce his deed to the other managing 
Patentee of Drury Lane, and demand immediate 
Entrance to a joint poſſeſſion of all Effects to 
which that deed had given him an equal Title. 
Aſter which, if he met with no Oppoſition to this 
demand, that he ſhould be watchful againſt any 
contradiction from the other Patentee, in whatever 
he might propoſe, in carrying on the Affair, but 
to let him ſee, that he was determined in all his 
Meaſures; yet to heighten that Reſolution with 
an Eaſe and Temper in his manner, as if he took 
it for granted, there could be no ron 
8 8 85 * 
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made to whatever he had àa mind to. For that 
this Method, added to his natural Talent of per- 
ſuading, would imperceptibly lead his Collegue 


into a Reliance on his ſuperior Underſtanding 3 


That however little he cared for Bufineſs, he 
ſhould give himſelf the Air at leaſt of Enquiry in- 
to what had been done, that what he intended? id 
do might be thought more conſiderable, and be 
the readier complied with: That Sir Thomas 
Skipwith had truſted too much to- his Collegue ; 


and was treated by him aceordingly, without ever 


receiving any profits from it for ſeveral Tears: 


Therefore if Mr. Brett could once fix himſelf, as I 


had adviſed; upon a different Fodt with this hi- 
therto untractable Manager, the Buſimeſs would 


ſoon run through whatever Channel he might have 


a mind to lead it. And though I allowed the 
greateſt Difficulty he could meet with; would be 
in getting his conſent to a Union of the tuo Com- 
panies, which was the only thing that colild raiſe 


the Patent to its former Value, and which; 1 
knew, this cloſe Manager would ſecretly lay all 


poſſible Rubs in the way to; yet it was viſible 


there was a way of reducing him to Compliance; 


for though; it was true his caution would never 
part with a Straw; by. way of Coneeflion; 9 to 
a high Hand; he would give up any thing, h 
vided he were ſuffered to keep his Title to > it: 1 1 
his Hat were taken from his Head in the ſtreet, 


he would make no farther Refiſtance than ſay, I 3 


am not willing to part with it. Much leſs would 


he have the Reſolution openly to oppoſe any juſt 
Meaſures, when he ſhould find ene; who with an 
qual Right to his, and with a known Intereſt io 
bring them about, was reſolved to 80 thro! with 


. N _ 


. had with the Vice Chamberlain 
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mme diately after Mr. Brett was admitted as 
a joint Patentce, he made uſe uf the Intimacy he 


to forward his 
Scheme of this intended Union, in which he ſo 

far prevailed, that it was ſoon aſter left to _ 

ticular Care of the ſame Vice Chamberlain, to 
rd him all the Aid, and Power neceſſary to the 
nging what | he deſired to perfection. The 
Scheme was to have but one Theatre for Plays, 
and another for Operas, under ſepatate Interſts. 
And this the Generality of Spectators, as well as 
the mlt approved: * — had heen ſome time 
for; as the only 'Expedient to recover the 
2 of the Stage, and _ N Intereſts of 

8 FS. T 

1 muſt refer my — to my * labs 
Wife's Reſentment, where, in a Dedication to 
the then Marquis (no. Duke of) Kent, and then 
Lord Chamberlain, wlich was publiſhed above 
thirty Years ago, the ſituation of the Theatres, 
den. nnen of the Actors, are es har 
i . 


Such was the State 8 the i - Anbei 
admitted 


preceding the time of Mr. Brett's being 
aà joint Patentee, who, as he ſa w with clear Eyes, 
what was its evident J nrereſt, left no proper Mea- 
ſures ynattempted'to make this fo long deſpair d 
- of, Union practicable. The moſt apparent dif- 
. Heulty: to be got over, in this Affair, was what 
cpuld be done for Swiney, in conſideration of his 
being obliged to give up thoſe Actors, whom the 
Power and Choice of the Lord Chamberlain, had 
the Year before, ſet him at the Head of, and by 
whoſe Management thoſe Actors had found them- 
ſelves in a proſperous Condition, But an Acci- 


dert at this time ri contributed to make 
that 


- ; 
a OS 
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that Matter ey The Inclination of our people 
of Quality for foreign Operas, had now reached 
the Ears of Italy, a and the Credit of their Taſte 
had drawn over from thence without any more 

partieular Invitation, one of their capital Singers, 
the famous Signior Cavaliero Nicolini: From 
whoſe Arrival, and the Impatieyee of the Town 
to hear him, it was concluded, that Operas, he, 
now ſo completely provided, could not fail 

Succefs; and that by making Swiney ole Direc 

tor of thein; * the Profits mult be àn àmple com- 
penſation for his Reſigbation of the Actors. Fhis 
Mates ven chüs achalted, by Swiney's Accep- 
tance of the ru to be Percgeg at the 

Hay- market, 5 Actors were all ordered to re- 

turn to Prury Lane, there to remain her flats 
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A ſhort View of the Opera, when firſt divided 
from the Comedy. Plays recover their eredit. 
Ihe old Patentee uneaſy at their Succeſs. The 
_ occaſion of Mr.. Brett's throwing; up his ſhare in 
the patent. The conſequences of it. The 
Managers, by endeavouring to reduce their 
Priee; loſe them all a ſecond Time. The 

rincipal Comedians return to the Hay- market, 
in ſhares' with Swiney. They alter that 
Theatre. Operas fall off. The Occaſion of 
it. Farther Obſervations upon them. The 
Patentee diſpoſſeſs'd of Drury Lane Theatre. 
Mr. Collier, with a new Licence, heads the 
Remains of that Company. 
” 0 os 7 6 Sa "on 
PLA XLS and Operas being thus eſtabliſhed. 
upon ſeparateIntereſts, they were now left to 
make the beſt of their way into favour, by their 
different Merit. Although the Opera is not a 
lant of our native Growth, nor what our pliner 
Appetites are fond of, and is of ſo delicate a Na- 
ture, that without great Expence, it cangot live 
among us; eſpecially while the niceſt Connoiſſeurs 
in Muſick fall into ſuch various Hereſies in Taſte, 
every Sect pretending to be the true one; yet as 
it is called a Theatrical Entertainment, and by 
its Alliance or Neutrality has more or leſs affected 
| our. 
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our Domeſtick Theatre, a ſhort View of its 
progreſs may be allowed a place in our Hiſtory 
Acſter this new Regulation, the firſt Opera 
that appeared was Pyrrhus. The chief performers 
in this were Nicolini, Valentini; and Mrs, Tofts ; 
and for the inferior parts the beſt that wers then 
to be found. Whatever praiſes may have been 
given to the moſt famous Voices that have been 
heard ſince Nicolini; upon the whole I cannot 
— come into the Opinion that ſtill prevails 

among ſeveral perſons of Condition, who are 
able to give a Reaſon for their liking, that no 
Singer ſince his Tim has ſo juſtly and gracefully 
acquitted himſelf, in whatever Character he ap- 


7 


peared;'as Nicolini. an Dre" 


Mrs. Tofts, who 0 her frſt PE ly of TY 


ſiek here in her own-Country, before the Italian 


Taſte had ſe highly p nie was then not an 
Adept in it: Let — Defect the faſhion- 


ably Skilful might find in her manner; ſhe had, in 


I the' general ſenſe of her Spectators” Charms chat 


few of the moſt learned Singers ever arrive at. 


The Beauty of her fine proportioned Figure, and 
exquiſitely ſweet; filver Tone of her Voice, with 
that peculiar, ' rapid Swiftnels ' of her Throat, 
were Perfections not to be imitated by Art or La- 


bour. Valentini 1 have already mentioned, 


therefore need only ſay farther of him, that tho! 
he was every way inferior to Nicolini, yet as he 


had the Advantage of giving us our firſt Impreſs | 


ſion of a good Opera Singer, he had ſtill his Ad- 


mirers, and was of great fervice, in being 0 skil- 


ful a Seeond to his Superior. 
Three ſuch excellent Performers, in 1 ſame 


kind of Entertainment at once, England till this 


Time had never ſeen: Without any farther 


1 Compariſon then, with the much dearer bought 


who 
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184 The HISTORY of 
who have ſacceeded them, their Novelty: was a 
Charm chat drew _ vaſt Audiences -after them. 
Swiney their {gle Director was proſperous, and in 
one Winter, à Gainer by them of à moderate 
younger Brother's Fortune. But as Muſick, by 
fo prefuſe. a Diſpenſation of her Beauties, could 

not always ſupply our dainty Appetites With 
equal Variety, nor for ever pleaſe us with the 

ſame Objects; the Opera, after one luxurious 
geeaſon, began to looſe its Charms, and every Day 
diſcover d to our Satiety, Imperfections which our 
former Fondneſs had been blind to. It may row 

5 pm : conceived, ce _ —— 
have been perform'd to a _ than uſual, Ad. 

vantage, and —— 5 I: 8 
himfelf upon rectify ing thoſe Errors, | which 
during their divided State were almeſt unavoid- 

able; in 4 Word, all Parties ſeem' d better pleas? d, 
to:be 1a, the lately ſole managing Patentee. He 
indeed ſaw his Power daily moulfdering from his 

own Hands into thoſe of Mr. Brett; whoſe 

Gentlemanly manner of making every one's Bu- 

ſineſs eaſy to him, threw their old Maſter under 

a Diſfregard, which he had not been us d to, nor 

could with, all his happy Change of Affairs ſup- 
port: He therefore in this Diſtreſs call'd in the 
Adventurers (whom for many Years by his De- 
fenee in Law he had kept out) now to take Care 
of their viſibly improving Intereſt. This fair 
Appearance of Equity, he rightly gueſs d would 
incline theſe Adventurers to form a Majority of 
Votes on his Side in all Theatrical Queſtions; 
and conſequently became a Check upon the 
Power of Mr. Brett. When nee | 
Cin | | : | | TnEre- 
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ſiderable Body, ſhould carry off the every Week's 


conſcious, that the World knew, he had paid 
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ment; after having recommended himſelf to 
them, by propoſing to make ſome ſwall Divi- 
dend of the Profits, he took cate that the Cre- 
ditors of the Patent, who were then no  moon- 


clear Profits, in proportion to their” ſeveral | Dues 


and Demands. Now, though theſe might be all 


notable Expedients, yet I cannot fay they would 
have wholly contributed to Mr. Brett's quitting 
his Poſt, had not a Matter of much ſtronger Mo- 


ment, an unexpected Diſpute between him and Sir 


Thomas Skipwith, who alledg'd i in his Bill, that 
the Conveyance he had made of his Intereſt in the 
Patent to Mr. Brett, was only intended in Truſt. 
But whether Mr. Brett, as Sir Thomas farther 
aſſerted, had previouſly given his Word of Ho- 
nour, that if he ſhould ever make the Stage turn 


to any Account, or Profit, he would certainly re- 
ſtore it + That indeed Lean ſay nothing to; but 
the Facts that apparently * follow'd were, that 


tho Mr. Brett, in his Anſwer to this Bill, abſo- 
lately deny'd his receiving this Affienment; * 
he made no farther Defence in the Cauſe. 


ſince he found Sir Thomas had thought fit, to 


ſue for the Reſtitution of it; Mr. Brett being 


nothing for it; he - therefore withdrewy himſelf 
from all Concern with the Theatre. And thus 
ſtood this undecided Right, till upon the Demiſe 
of Sir Thomas, Mr. Hrett being - allow'd the 


Charges he had been at, in this Attendance, and 

proſecution of the Union, reconveyd this Share of 
the patent to Sir George Skipwieh, the Sen and 
Heir f. Sir Thomas. 


The Patentees non thinking chert elde eise 


in "I reſtored'to their former abſolute ar 
e 
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| Kell its their former politics thinking hwy 
| Shillivig taken from a hired Actor, 85 much clear 
Gain to te Froprietor: Many of their people 
therefore were actually reduced in their pay, and 
others given to underſtand the ſame Fate was de- 
ſigned them, thinking it a Folly to continue the 
higher price, which their Diviſions had raiſed them 
to, no there was but one Market for them, quite 
forgetting their former fatal miſtake of ſquabbling 
with their Actors in 16956; nor did they make 
any Allowance for the Changes of Time, or 
enough conſider the Intereſt the Actors had in the 
Lord Chamberlain, on. whoſe protection they 
might always rely, and whoſe Decrees had been 
leſs reftrained by Precodertts' has thoſe of, a, Lord 
Chancellor. | 
In this miſtaken View of. their 3 che 
patentees; by treating their Actors as Enemies, 
really made them ſo: And when once the Maſters 
of a hired Company think not their Actors Hearts 
as neceſſary as their Hands, they cannot be faid 
be have agreed for above half the Work they Ll 


5 to do in a day. 
a \ The patentees dür that the n 
of the Actors, towards the latter End of the Sca- 


ſon, brought the moſt erowded Audiences in the 
Yer, judg d it would not be impolitick to have - 
a Fellow-feeling with them. | Accordingly, an 
Indulto was laid of one Third, on every Benefit, 
for the Uſe of the patent. But here it will be ne- 
ceſſary to ſnew from whence the Actors Claim o 
Benefits originally proceeded. | 
The firlt Indulgence of this kind- was given to 
Mrs. Barry, in conſideration of the extraordinary 
Applauſe that followed her performance: But here 
"this Favour reſted to her alone till the diviſion of 
che only Company in in 1696, as, which: time 
2 the 
| 


the 8 T K 8 E "hr 


che Patentes were ſoon acdutgd. e 
tors half in gd Words, and Half in ready Mo» 
ney. In this ꝓrecamous Canciition, ſome partigue 
lar Actors rather cbdſe to Ther ALES 
than to go v0 LA.. far their being u e — 
the — — a Wenefit-play. This 5 


had this Conſequence, that the Paten 
their daily Audiences might n , till 1 5 
ſhort Sublime of their if at a ſtand, and 


grew more ſteady ſo to keep them, as they 
them leis apt to mutiny, In a Year or two, 2 e 
Benefits grey / ip advantageous, ,thatthey scan 
the chief Artidle in every Actors Agreement. 
At laſt, . the Actors were ſo oppfeſs d by 
Patentees, that /there was: a Complaint 
wich the Lord Chambetlain againſt the Pateatees, 
who were. warn'd at their Peril to gefuſe: the — 
rors full Satifaction. But hære it was thought ne- 
ceſſary chat judgment mould he for ſome Time 
refp 2Sy tcll the: Actors who bal Lende do to do, 
2 farm a Body ſtrang enaugh to make tho In- 
_ clinationof dhe l ond Chamber hin b flir Where, 
Pente 5711 
Accordingly Suiney had permiſſion to enter 

into a private Treaty with uch of the Adtors.in 
Drury Lane, as might be thought fit to heat a 

Mm 40 and (tobe. Sharers avith him in the Ha 
5 The Actors ; choſen :4or this Charge, 
were Wy ilk, Dogges, n Lv. 
ſelf. 


When Mrs. Oldfield was eise a joint, 5 


Sharer in our | new Agreement to:be made ih 
Swiney  -Dogget, who had no Ohjection to her 
Merit, inſiſted that our Affairs conld never he ape 
on a ſecure Foundation, if there was mare than 
one Sex admitted to the Management of them. 


He N 1 02 "offered * 
77% EE 


a pare er Are _ — #5 
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3 Sir, I have now no more Buſineſs here than 
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field a Charte Blanche, the would not think her- 


elf lighted. © This was inſtantly agreed to, and 
Mrs. 14a. receiv*d it as a Favour. Her de- 


mands were TWO Hundred Pounds a Year cer: 
tain, and a Benefit clear of | all» Charges; which 
were readily fign'd to. We afterwards advanced 
her Two Hundred Pounds, to Three Hundred 
Guineas per Annum, with her uſual Benefit, which 
upon an Average for ſeveral Tears, at all 


- NI doubled that Sum. | 


When a ſufficient Number of Actors were en- 
5 with Swiney, it was then judg d a proper 
Time for the Lord-Chamberlain's Power to ope- 


rate, which, by lying above a Month dormant, 
had fo far recover d the Patentees from any Ap- 


prehenſion that might fall upon them from their 
late Uſurpations on the Benefit of the Actors, 


that they began to ſet their Marks upon thoſe 


Who had diſtinguiſh'd themſelves in the Appli- 
cation for Redreſs. Several little Diſgraces were 
put upon them; particularly in the diſpoſal of 


Parts in Plays to. be. rd, and as viſible a 


Partiality was ſhewn in the Promotion of thoſe 
in their Intereſt; though their Endeavours to ſerve 
them could be of no extraordinary Uſe. All this 
While, the other Party were paſſively. ſilent ; till 


one Day, the Actor who particularly ſollicited their 
Cauſe, at the Lord Chamberlain's Office, being 


ſhew'd there the Order ſign'd for abſolutely 


 Glencing the Patentees, and ready to be ſery'd, 


flew back with the News to his Companions, then 


at a Rehearſal, in which he had been wanted; 


when being call'd to his Part, and ſomething ha- 
ſtily queſtion'd by the Patentee, for his Neglect 
of Buſineſs: This Actor, I ſay, with a Theatri- 
cal Spirit, at once threw off the Mask, and told 


you 


i& , 


b n r n 


you have'y in half an Hour, you will nei! 
have Actors to command, nor Authority to em- 
ploy them. — The Patentee, who though he ccd 
not readily comprehend his myſterious manner: 


of ſpeaking, had juſt a Glimpſe of Terror enough 


from the Words to ſoften his Reproof into a for- 
mal Declaration, That if he would not do his: 
Work he ſnhould not be paid. But now to com- 

pleat the Cataſtrophe of theſe Theatrical Com- 
motions, enters the Meſſenger with the Order of 
Silence in his Hand, whom the ſame Actor offis 
ciouſly introduc'd, telling the Patente, that the- 
Gentleman wanted to ſpeak with him from the? 


| Lord-Chamberlain., When the: Meſſenger, had 
deliver d the Order, the Actor cry'd, —-— Read 
_ o'r that! and now to Breakfaſt with wa: Are 


petite you may. 


The Authority of the Patent now no Tens 
fubſiſting, all the confederated Actors immediate 


ly walk' d out of the Houſe, to which they never 
return d, till they became themſelves the T enants 


and Maſters Oi!? 

Here agen, we ſee an 8 — e 1 W | 
Authority of a Lord-Chamberlain, than any of 
thoſe I have elſewhere mention'd': From whence: 


that Power may be deriv'd, as I have already- 


faid J am not Lawyer enough to know; yet it is b 


evident that a Lawyer obey d it, though to his 


Coſt; but as the Law has lately made it no lon- 


ger a Queſtion, let us drop the Enquiry, and pro- 


ceed to the Facts that follow'd this Order that: 
ſilenc'd the Patent. 


LP 


- From this laſt inj -udiciois Dit Diſagreement of the 
Patentges with their principal Actors, and from 


85 what they had ſuffered on the ſame Occaſion, in 
the Diviſion: ef their only Company in 1695, . 


might we. not imagine there was ſomething of 
Tz In- 


=y 


— 


a The Hikro fy of: 


Tafarwavion: in their Management? For though 
_ Faltow! Actors in general; when they are tb much 

ihdulg' d, or god d by an ufſteddy: Head, to er 
as unraly a Maultitude às Power can be plagy! 

witk ; yet there is 2 Medinm, which if cautionſly; 
obſerv d by 
always know, without feeling: their Superior, flei- 
ther ſuffering their Encroachments, : net wg 
their Ri 
the accepted: Laws 
Regulation I fay;. has never fail in my Obſers 
vation, to have mide then & traffable and alu 
able Svciety. 


During the Yandrion; which rnimciliantly. fol | 


Jow'd the Silence of the Patent; both Pkitieswers 
at leiſure to form: thieir- Schemes ſur the Winter: 
For the Patentee would till hold: out. In this 
way of thinking; he ftilk kept n ſuck. as 
had not been invited over to the Hay: Market, or 
had been influene d by Booth o follow his Hou! 

tune in Prury Lane; 
* By the Patentee's keeping theſe Rechalrs: of 
His broken Forces 
imagin d this Order 


Silence, like others of the 


ſame Kind; would be tecall's of Courſe; ifter & 
it: 


reaſonable time bf Obedience hall been paid 
But it ſeems he had rely d too much upon former 
Precedents : Not that I have any ſtfonger Reafons 
for this Conjecture, than that the Patent never 
after this 9 1 of Silence, got leave to ply dur- 
ing the Queen's Reign. But upon the Acceſſion 
of his late Majeſty, | the Patent found tio- Difficulty: 
in being permitted to exerciſe irs former Auho- 


F 3 for acting Plays, &c. which, however did 


rot till 194, Which the oll Patentee 
256 a to ſee: For he dy d about fix Weeks 


before the hew built Thee in Lincoin's- Irm 
Ficds 


à candiã Vie of Power, making them | 


s wit an immoveable: Adherence: to | 
they: ate to walk by; ſuch a 


cher; it is plain, that he 
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F MERE was open' d. e es the Bult 5 55 acted was 
The Reeruiting Officer, under the ent 
of his Heirs, and Succeſſor”s. 

The firſt pomt nom reſolved. on by the mms > 
" Si in the Haymarket, was te alter the.audnory — 
part of their Theatre, which - was 1 
donc, th not entirely to their Satisfaction, for 
want af Time. However, the Remedy had. its 
Effect; their Audienees exceeded their F as 
tiom. Theft was few no other Fheatre- open 


againſt thém- 3 they were nom their own Maſters, 


— el; their Jaduley came into theit 
oon pockets. 

| Notwithſtanding this, the great hap and 5 
thinner — of the Opera, of Which they 
then were equally Directors, was a conſtant Draw- 
back upon their Gains, yet not ſo far, but that 
their Iicome: this Leaf was better than in them 
late Station at Drury Lane. By the ſhort Expe- 
rience we then had of Operas; by the high Re- 
_ * putation they ſecnted to have had the Year before 
what Mountains did we not hope from this Mole- 
hill 2 But the fairy Viſion, was vaniſhed, this 
bridal Beauty was grown familiar to the general 
Taſte; and Satiety began to make Excuſes for its 
want of Appetite: The Truth is, that this kind 
of Entertainment being ſo entirely ſenſual, could 
not get the better of our Reaſon, but by its No- 
velty; and that Novelty, could never be fupports 
ed but by an annual Change of the beſt Voices, 
which like the fneſt Flowets bloom but for a Sea - 
ſon, and; when that i is N ein dead . 


gays. 
Tei es in e Spocies of un inks 
Singer, ſuch an innate, fantaſtical Pride and Cas 
chat che Government of them is almoſt 


price, 
— SE" CEA he as we were not 
- fufficient y 


4. 


1792 Hefen vef ; & 
ſufficiently warn'd or apptiz'd of, threw our mu- 
ſical· Affairs into Perplexities we knew not how to 
get out of. a en 1, td; ri 21 bn 
Bur nor to i Jinpuds more to the Caprioe of thoſe 
Performers than was really true, there were two 
different Accidents that Grew Numbers from our 
Audiences, before the Seaſon was ended; which 
were another Company permitted to 46d in Pruzy 
Lane, and the long Trial of Doctor Satheverel, 
in Weſtminſter Hall: It muſt be obſerved, chat 
this Company was not under the Direction of the 
Patent, but was ſet up by a third Intereſt, with 
a Licence from 58 The Perſon to whom 
this new Licenſe was granted, was William Col- 
lier, Eſq; a Lawyer of an enterprizing Head, 
and a jovial Heart, and Member of Parliament 
for Truro in Cornwall. This perſon made an 
Offer to the Landlords of Drury Lane Theatre, 
to raiſe the price of it from three to four Pounds 
gn Ho on Condition of their granting him 2 
project ſucceeded, the Leaſe was 
figned ; — wk means of getting 'mto'poſſcſſion* 
were to be left to his own Diſeretion: They too 
him but little Time, he immediately laid a Siege 
to it, with a ſufficient Number of Forces, whe- 
ther lawleſs or lawful, I forget ; but they were 
- ſuch as obliged the old Governor to give it up, 
who notwithſtanding had got Intelligence of his 
deſię ign Time enough to carry off every Thing, 
except 2 great Number of old Seenes and new Ace | 
tors that could not eafily follow him. 
This other new-Licenſer being now in in poll 
Gon of the Drury Lane Theatre, thoſe Actors 
all to a Man came over to the Service of Collier. 
But about this Time great Numbers of people 
crouded into Drury Lane to a new Comedy, 
call'd "The fair Quaker of Deal. This Play hav- 


ing | 


1 
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and the Multitude who ſaw it. But the moſt 


happy Incident in its Fortune, was the Charms of 


the fair Quaker, which was acted by Miſs Sant- 


low (afterwards Mrs. Booth) whoſe Perſon: was 


then in the full Bloom of what Beauty ſhe might 


pretend to: Before this, ſne had only been ad- 


mired as the moſt excellent dancer; Which, per- 
haps, might not a little contribute to the favour- 


able Reception ſhe now met with, as an Actreſs, 


in this Character, which ſo happily ſuited her 
Figure and Capacity: The gentle Softneſs of her 


Voice, the compoſed Innocence of her Aſpect, 
the Modeſty of her dreſs, the reſerv'd decency of 


her Geſture, and the Simplicity of the Sentiments 
that naturally fell from her, made her ſeem the 


amiable Maid ſhe repreſented: In a Word, not 
the enthuſiaſtick Maid of Orleans, was more ſer- 

viceable of old, to the French Army, when the 
Engliſn had diſtreſſed them, than this fair Quaker 
was, at the Head of that dramatick Attempt, up- 


pended. Sono vv. Dt 
- Having ſhewn by what means Collier had diſ- 
poſſeſs d this Patentee, not only of the Drury 


on which the Support of their weak Society de- 


Lane Houſe, but likewiſe. of thoſe few Actors 


which he had kept for- ſome Time unemployed 
in it, we are now led to conſider. another project 


of the ſame patentee, - which, if we are to judge 


of it by the Event, has ſhewn him more a wiſe 
than a weak Man; which I confeſs at the Time 
he put it in Execution, feem'd not ſo clear a 
point; for notwithſtanding he now ſaw the autho- 


rity of his Patent was ſuperſeded, and that he had 


no actor left in his Service; yet under all theſe 
diſtreſſes he reſolved upon rebuilding the New 
12 | . 5 Theatre 


he 


ing ſome low ſtrokes of natural Humour, was 
rightly calculated for the Capacity of the Actors, 
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Theatre in Lincolns Inn Fields; of which he had 
taken a Leaſe, at a low Rent, ever fince Better. 
ton's Company had firſt left it. 
After this Defeat of the Patentes, the Theari- | 
cal Forces of Collier in Drury Lane, -ngtwithſtand- 


ang their having drawn the Multitude after them, 


for about three Weeks, during che Trial of Sa- 
cheverel, had made but an indifferent Cam 
at theend of the Seaſon. Collier, at leaſt, found 


- Þ little Aecount in it, that it obligeti him 
to puſh his Court Intereſt to ſupport him in 


another Scheme; which was, that in conſideration 
of his giving up the Prury Lane Cloaths, Scenes, 
and Actors to Swiney, and his joint Sharers 1 


the Hay Market, he (Collier) might be put into 


an equal Poſſeſſion of the Hay Market Theatre, 


With all the Singers, &c. and he made ſole Di- 


acting Ope 


rector of the Opera. Accordingly, a Treaty was 
enter d into, and in a few Days ratified by all 
parties, conformable to the ſaid preliminaries. 
However, there were two hard Articles in this 
Treaty, which though it might be policy in the 
Actors to eomply with, yet the Impoſition of 
them ſeem'd very deſpotick. | | 
The firſt of-theſe Articles was, That eder 
the ſole Licenſe for acting Plays, was preſum'd 
to be a more profitable Authority than that for 
ras only; that therefore TWO Hun- 
dred pounds a Year ſhould be paid to Collier, 


while Maſter of the Opera, by the Comedians. 
The other Article was, That on evefy Wedneſ- 


day, whereon an Opera could be perform'd, the 


Plays ſhould be ſilent at Drury Lane, to give the 


Opera a fairer Chance for a full Houſe. 
This laſt Article was in its Effect, of great Ad- 
vantage to the ſharing Actors: For in all-publick 


Entertainments, LY — Abſtinence naturally 
in- 


2 


thay 


_— , " F4 * = ot, £ ; 
Barn er 520 to the © ra, in 
Swiney being thus transferr d to the Opera, in 
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the 
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Drury, Lane, from whence during my time upon 


adviſed ;Swiney rather to accept of the Change, 
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medians; drove ther too to the laſt 00e 


hard Barga in. He not t Only den ndetAix Hun- 
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Ts to nim, ut. likewife i upon A mo 

| 7 hi ndred, rg? been Tate e 
us us the Hay in aid of "the Operas; in alf 
700 J. Yor had Collier Acc 
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arc 1 7055 a Year more, 


&& i y. the Sum he imp upon us; our 
1 My. 


ing, erer lefs than a : thouſand ani 


Neg bs, 4 iii 
Tol ler, Th Has been fad, dg Fa 
certain Appbintment of feveh Hundred per- An- 


num; Wilks, Dogget, and Myſelf were now*the 


aQting 


being; a "Grant, put during: ure, oblig'a 


it that ne ee Hot maker that 


2 i | 9 05 hotter 


not always as neceffary fot"the Profit, as the Ho- 
Hour of the 2 8 F Forexam le, at the 88 
of almoft gt Ibn, he Wand order TWO or 
three Suite to ffs made r Rfreſh'd for 30 


ces; „ wat he — 
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ande "tent 


ear, , che price at which Hall Firm'd 
out his Opera, and to make Buſinefs 4 Bine⸗ 


ted of Gur firſt Offer 
had got three hun- 


Managers, under the Quecb's Licenſe, - 
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gur own. dir rediror that 
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before we took Shilling for our own Uſe. And 


were deſired by Brake to fign any written 2 
ment whatſoever; the Rate of their reſpective 
Sallaries were only entered in our daily Pay- roll, 
which plain Record every one locked upon as 
good as City Security: But our being Actors 
ourſelves, was an Advantage to our Government 
which all former Managers, who were only. idle 
Gentlemen, could never have. 

The only Actor, who in the Opinion of ho | 
Publick, ſeemed to have had a pretence of being 
advanced to a ſhare with us, was certainly Booth; 
but when it is conſidered how ſtrongly he had o 
| CEE" + po 0 58 


7 better provided for. 


tion, was capable of being what the wiſeſt Ages 
thought it might be, the moſt rational Scheme 


Innocence, the Cares of Life; to allure even the 


and Vine an inftrutive Recreation. n 
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Kt the. Meaſures that had made us Manie gers, 
by ſetting himſelf at the Head of an. oppofite In- 
tereſt, be could; not as yet have much to complain 
of: Beſide, if the Court Had thought him now 
2 equal < Object of Favour,” it could not have 

been in our power to have oppoſed his prefer- 
ment: a wenden n not to take from his Merit, 
but to ſhew. from what Cauſe it was not, As, her 

Now was that happy period, when both Addon 
and Managers were in their higheſt Enjoy ment 
of general Content and Proſperity. Now it was 
that the Politer World too, by their decent At- 
tention, their ſenſible Taſte, and their generous 
Encouragements to Authors and Actors, once 
more ſaw, that the Stage, under a due Regula- 


that Human Wit could form, to diffipate. With 


Turbulent, or IIl-diſpoſed from worſe 'Medita- 
tions, and to give the leiſure Hours of Buſineß 
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Cats firſt A bg Pet ae it to the FAB 
Booth made a Sharer. Dogget objects to him. 


Quits the Stage upon his R Sir 
Richard Steele ſucceeds Collier 1 in the Theatre 


Royal. The Patent reſtored. Eight Actors 
at once deſert from the King 8 Company. The 
„Fr 185 the Wet. Mine age f 


8 g _ 
F 4 * 2 . 4 7 
ro 


- firſt acting of the Tragedy of Cato. As to 
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the Play itſelf, it might be enough to ſay, That 
the Author and the Actors had their Tere. 


Hopes of Fame and Prot re anſwered * 
the performanee. 


In 150g, nine Years bee it was acted, I had | 
the pleaſure of reading the firſt four Acts (which ._ 
was all of it then written) privately. with Sir 
Richard Steele: But my Satisfaction was highly Au 


diſappointed, when he told me, Whatever POP 


Mr. Addifon had ſhewn in his writing it, he 
douhted he would never have Courage enough to 


let his Cato ſtand the Cenſure of an Engliſh Au- 


dience; that it had only been the Amuſement of 


his leiſure Hours in Italy, and was never intend- 
ed for the Stage. But in the latter End of Queen 


Anne's Reign, when our national Politicks had 


changed Hands, the Friends of Mr. Addiſon 


then thought it a proper Time to animate the 


H E next Thing worth abi is the 
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Publick with the Sentiments of Cato; in a word, 
their Importunities were not to be reſiſted; and 
it was no ſooner finiſned than hurried to the Stage, 
in April 172. This Fragedy was acted t Non- 
days excepted) every Day for a Month, to con- 
ſtantly crowded Houſes. As the Author liad 
made us a preſent of whatever profits he might 
have clalined from it, we thought ourſelves oblig'd 
to ſpare no Coſt in the proper Decorations of it. 
- its coming T0 late in the Scaſon, prov'd: o rti- 
lar Advantage to the ſharing Aas, Was 
#moſt ecpual to: two fruitful. Scaſons in the fame 

Yet, at the Clofe of which the three managing 
_ 'Attors Kh themſelves each 4 Gainer of ckürteen 
Hirhdred and fifty poirid, 

Although C 12 phinty written vpon 
what are called Whig Principles, yet the Tories 
ofithat Time had Senſe enaugh not to tale ĩt as 
che teaſt. Reflection upon their Adminiſtmtion; 
but on tlic contrary, carrind their Approbation of 

it ſo high, chat one day, while the play was act. 
aug they collected fifty Guineas in the Boxes, and 
made a preſent of them to Boothe: with da Con- 
| roms For his: hontft Oppoſition te a per- 

al Dictator, and his dying ſo bravely: in the 
cauſe of Liberty, What was inſinuated by any 

part of rheſe Words, is not my Affair: but o 

publick a:-Reward had the Appearance of a laud- 

uble Spirit nor cbuld Booth he blam'd, Af upon 

b purticular a diſtinction of his Merity: he ban 
3 tw to ſet mote Value upon irt. 

get inſinuated to us, for he r HGonnith' | 

wig, har — this preſent of fifty Guincas, . was 4 

Triumph which they had mo pfe- 

nence toy 2 — he could not hear 

hat 16 red6ubred a Champion for Liberey as 

Nele ee * 29 the cauſę of a c 


trary 
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wary Parry: He therefore, propoſed,:-that de 
Managers themſelves ſhould make the fame Freſem 
to Booth, which had been made him, from the 
Boxes; the Day before. 'This, he ſaid; mige be 
a Means, to ſecure Booth more fiomly ini out inte 
reſt, it never having been known; that the Skill 
of the-beſt Actor Had receiv d o round a Reward, 
or Gtatuity, in one Day before. Willa, was 'f@ | 
charmed with the Propoſal, chat he long d chat 
NMement to make Booth che t with his.own 
Hands ; and thou ugh he knew he had no _ 
to do dt without y Conſent,” had u paticnee'to 
ask it; upon which Titurned to Dogget with a 
cold Smile, and teld kim, that if Roof could 22 ä 
purchasd at Io cheap à Nate, it would che one of 
the beſt proofs of hisOcconomy weſhad euer been 
beholden to; I therefore defired that we might 
have a little Patiente ; that our deing it æo0 hati- | 
7 might be 50K — ſure n 3 te 
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Honour eo refund them. This ſcenudſo ablur@ 
in Argument to Wilks, that he began withthis 
anal Freedom Bf Speech to treat: if ds a pitiful 
Evafion: of heir intended Generoſiry. | No con- 
alter! n Qbjeskions chat the Money would he 
6nly ' thrown away; were overzruléd, ane ehe 
fame Night Both had the Hßty (Guinoas; Which 
bree ved with aH hank fulneſs chat made Wilks 
and Dogget perfectly ealy ; ; infomuch that they 
_ ſeemed, for ſome Time, *o Giumpl in their 
adac and often endeavout:d tb laugh aτπ] 
an ly out of Cœumtenanee. Bot in che fel. 
ing Winter, the Game happened e talec a 
we Turn Wand chen, iPic had Been a laughs KF 


ing 
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ing Matter, I had-as — Otaon to ſmile 
at their former Securit. 77 

Next Year a new n recalling all Cm 
Raben was iſſued, wherein Booth's; Name 
was added to thoſe of the other Managers But 
ſtill there was a+ Difficulty; in his Quali ation, 
to be adjuſted ; what Conſideration he ſhould al- 
low, for an equal Title to our Stocks of Cloaths, 
Scenes, &c. Without which, the Licenſe was of 
no more uſe aun the Stock was without, che Li- 


cenſe. of Spit art” Lf 
- chough! now bar a fiſh h Manager, in 


Lord Chamberlain Sunne —4 A 
it to be adjuſted: among ourſelves, _—_ n a 
greater Indulgence than I expected. OY 

Wilks was of Opinion, that to ſet 8 good 
and Value upon our Stock, was the only-way 
to come near an Equivalent, for the Diminution 
of our Shares, which the Admiſſion of Booth 
muſt occaſion: But Dogget inſiſted, that he had 
no mind to dif ſe of any part of his Property; 
and therefore would ſet no price upon it at all; 
adding, that nothing but the Law ſhould makes 
him part with his Property; and ſo went out of 
the Room. After which he never came among 

e thus 58 22 abdicated his Poſt | 
in our Government, Wilks and I determined to 
keep our Buſineſs ſtill going, and that our ſafeſt 
Way would be, to make the beſt Bargain we 
onal with Booth ; one Article of wiles was * 
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be, That Booth ſhould ſtand equally anſwerable 
with us, to Dogget, for the Conſequence : IH 
which Booth made po Objection, and the reſt 
his Agreement, was to allow us Six Hundred 
Pounds for his Share, in our Property, which 
was to be paid by ſuch Sums as ſhould ariſe from 
half his Profits of. Acting, till the whole was 
diſcharg'd. Let us ee what Dogget did i in this 
Affair after he had left us. 

Dogget, who was equally oblig d „ us to 
act upon the Stage, as to aſſiſt. in the Manage- 
ment of it, tho' he had refus'd to do either, ſtill 
demanded of us his whole Share of the Profits, 
without conſidering what Part of them Booth 
might pretend to from our late Conceſſions. After 
many fruitleſs Endeavours to bring him back to 
us, Booth join d with us in making him an Offer 
of half a Share, if he had a mind totally to t 
the: Stage, and make it a Sine-cure. No! 15 
wanted the whole, and to ſit ſtill himſelf, whi 
we if we pleaſed might work for him, or let it 
alone, and none of us all, neither he nor we be the | 
better for it. | 

| Heappeald to the Viee-Chambolaie! to who 
Direction the adjuſting of all theſe Theatrical 
Difficulties was then committed: But there I dare 
fay the Reader does not expect he ſhould meet 
with much Favour: However, a few Pays 
after, we receiy'd an Order from the Vice: 
Chamberlain, politively commanding us to pay 
Dogget his whole Share, notwithſtanding we had 
complain'd before of his having withdrawn him- 
ſelf from acting on the Stage, and from the Ma- 
nagement of it. We abſolutely refus'd to com- 
ply with this Order, and made the Affair at laſt 
too troubleſome for the Eaſe of a Courtier to go 
thro' with. For when it was conſider'd, that the 
| = + © - „ Pr in- 
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over, Dagget was fairly left to the Law for Re- 
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principal Point, the Admiſſion of Booth was got 


lief. 
When our Cauſe came to a Hearing bein the 


Lord Chancellor Cooper, the Iſſue of it was this. 
Dogget had about fourteen days allowed him to 


make his Election, whether he would return to 


act as uſual ; But he declaring by his Counſel, 


That he rather choſe to quit the Stage, he was 


decreed Six Hundred Pounds for his Share in our 


| Property, with 15 per Cent. Intereſt, from the 


Date of the laſt Licenſe : Upon the Receipt of 
which, both Parties were to fign General Re- 
leaſes, and ſeverally to pay their own coſts. By 
this decree, Dogget, when his Lawyer s Bill was 

aid, ſcarce got above one Year's Purchaſe, of 
har we had offered him without Law, which, as 


he ſurvived but ſeven Years after it, would have 


been an Annuity of Five Hundred ne and 


à a Sine cure for Life. 


Upon the death of the Queen, Plays were 
filenced for fix Weeks: But this happening in the 


long Vacation of the Theatre, did them no great 


damage. Their Licence however, being of courſe 
to be renewed, we applied to Sir Richard Steele, 
and begg d bim to uſe his Intereſt for the Re- 
newal of our Licenſe, and that he would do us 


the Honour of getting our Names to ſtand with 


his, in the fame commiſſion. Accordingly Sir 
Richard applied himſelf to the duke of Marl- 
borough, the Hero of his Heart, who upon the 
firſt Mention of it, obtained it of his Majeſty for 
Sir Richard, and the former Managers. 

About this Time the Patentee, having very 


near finiſhed his Houſe in Lincoln's Inn Fields, 


began to think of forming a new Company ; and 


in The mean time, found it neceſſary for Leave 
— to 


5 
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to employ them And ſoon after prevail'd with 
Mr. Craggs the Younger, (afterwards Secretary 
of State) to lay his Caſe before the King, which 
he did in ſo effectual a manner, that (as Mr. 
Craggs himſelf told me) his Majeſty was pleas'd 


to ſay upon it, That he remember'd, when he 


had been in England before, in King Charles 
his Time, there had been two Theatres in 


London; and as the Patent ſeem'd to bt a law-, 


« ful Grant, he ſaw no Reaſon why T wo Play- 
« houſes might nos be continued.“ 
When the new-built Theatre in Lincoln. . Ion 


Fields was ready to be open'd, ſeven or eight 


Actors in one day deſerted from us to the Service 

of the Enemy, which oblig'd us to poſtpone. 
many of our beſt Plays, for want of ſome inferior 
Part in them, which theſe Deſerters had been uſed 
to fill: But the Indulgence of the Royal Family, 


who then frequently honour'd us by their Pre- 


ſence, was pleas'd to accept of whatever could be 
haſtily got teady for their Entertainment; And 


5 tho' that Year, our Profits amounted not o 
above a third Part of our uſual Dividends; yet 


in the following Year we intirely recover'd them. 
| TheChief of theſe Deſerters were Keene, Bullock, 


Pack, Leigh, Son of the famous Tony Leigh, | 
and others of leſs Note, Tis true, they none of, 


them had more than a negative Merit, in being, 
only able to do us more Harm by their leaving us. 
without Notice, than they could do us Good 5 


1.21 


remaining with us: For though the beſt of them, 


could not ſupport a Play, the worlt of them by. 


their Abſence could maim it; as the Loſs of the; ; 


leaſt pin in a Watch may obſtruct its Motion. 


After this new Theatre had enjoy d that won 


Run of Favour, which is apt to follow Novelty; 


their Audiences 15 to flag: But whatever good 


D d 2 | he mans 
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Opinion! we had of our own Merit, we had not 
od a one *6f the Multitude, as to de end too 
much upon the delicacy of their Tafte : We knew 
too, that this en being ſo much nearer to 
the City than we were, wolild | intercept many an 
honeſt Cuſtomer that "might not know a ood 
Market from 4 bad one; and that the thinneſt of 
| their Audiences muſt be always raking ſomething 
from the Meaſure of our profits. All theſe diſ- 
advantages with . many others,” we were forced 
to lay. before Sir Richard Stecle, and farther to te- 
monſtrate to him, that as he now ſtood in Collier's 
Place, his Penſion of 700]. was liable. to the 
-onditions, that” Collier had received it upon; 
which were, "that it ſhould be only. payable chitin 5 
gur e the LN row oped 1 to a 


1 70010 = 2 — Ti While we were 
offering to proceed, Sir Richard ſtopt us ſhort, - ,- 
by aſſuring 5 that as he came among us, by our © 
own Invitation, he ſhould always think "himſelf 
oblig d to come into any Meaſures, for our Eaſe 
and Service: That to be a Burthen to our Indu- 
ſtry, would be more diſagreeable to him, than it 
could. be to us; and as he had always taken 4 
Delight, in his Endeavours for our Prof; perity, 
tbe ſhould be Rial feady on our own Terms, to 
continue them. Every one who knew Sir Richard 
Steele, in his Proſperity, knew that this was his 
conſtant manner of dealing with his Friends, in 
Buſineſs. © © 

en we pro poſed to put this Agreement into 
Writing, he Sed us not to hurry ourfelves ; for 
3 he Was eee, upon the late Defertion of 
our 


5 Ci 
_ 
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our tors, to got our Licenſe which' only ſubſ ſted 
during Pleaſure, enlarged into a more ample and 
durable Authority, and which he faid he had 
Reaſon to think would be more eaſily obtain'd, if X 
we were willing, that a'Patent for the lame p | 
poſe might be granted to him only, for bis“ ite, aud 
three Years after, which he would then aſſign over 

to us. This was à Froſpect beyond our Hopes, 
and what we had long wiſh'd for; | Accordingly 
we deſired Sir Richard to loſe no time, and he 
was immediately promiſed it: In a few Days 
after, Sir Richard told us, that his Majeſty being 
appriſed that others had à joint Power with him 
in the Licenſe, it was expected we ſhould, under 
our Hands fignify, that his Petition for a Patent 
was prefer᷑ d by the Conſent of us all. Such an 
Acknowledgment was immediately fign'd, and 
the patent thereupon paſs'd the Great Seal; for 
which I remember the Lord Chancellor Cooper, 
in * to Sir Ritard, would receive 
no ee ; 

The Grant of this patent having aſured us of 

a competent Term to be relied on, we were now 
emboldened to lay out larger ſums in the decora- 
tions of our Plays: And upon the Revival of 
Dryden's All for Love, the Habits of that Tra- 
gedy amounted to an Expence of near ſix Hun- 

red pounds; a Sum unhezrd of, for many Vears 
before, .on the like Occaſions, About this time 
we were ſo much in faſhion, and followed, that 
our Enemies made their 'puſh of a good round 
Lye upon us, 'to terrify thoſe Auditors from 3 | 
ſupport, whom they could not miſlead by their 

private Arts or publick Invectives. A current 

Nees that the Walls and Roof of our Houſe 

were likely to fall, had got ſach Ground in the 


Towh, that on a ſudden we found our Audiences . / 
unuſu- 


— es eo aaa 2— 5 
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nnuſually decreaſed by it. But an Order from the 
King was obtained, to have our Tenement ſur- 
— by Sir Thomas Hewet, then the proper 
Officer whoſe Report of its being in a ſafe and 
ſound Condition, — ſigned by him, was publiſh- 
ed in every News- paper. This had ſo immediate 
an Effect, that our Spectators, whoſe Apprehen- 
fions had lately: kept chem abſent, now made up 
our Loſſes,” by returning to us with a treſh Incl . 
nation, and in greater Numbers. 

When it was publickly known, that the New 
Theatre would be opened againſt us, I cannot 
help going back a lle to i the Concern 
that my Brother-Mavagers. expreſs d at what 
might be the conſequences, of it. They imagined 

that now all thoſe who wiſh'd, IIl to us, and par- 
_ ticularly a great party, who had been diſobliged 
by our ſhutting them out from behind our Scenes, 
even to the Refuſal of their Money, would now 
exert themſelves in any partial or extravagant 
Meaſures, that might either hurt us, or ſupport 
our Competitors: Theſe too were ſome of IE 
farther Reaſons which had diſcourag d them from 
. running the Hazard of continuing to Sir Rich- 
ard Steele the ſame Penſion which "had been paid 
to Collier. Upon all which I obſer ved to them, 
that ſor my own part, I had not the ſame Appre- 
henſions; but that I foreſaw as many good as bad 
Conſequences from two Houſes : That tho' the 
4 might poſſibly at firſt abate a little of 
dodur Profits; yet if we flacken'd not our Induſtry, 
| that Loſs would be amply balanced, by an equal 
__- + Increaſe of our Eaſe and Quiet: That. thoſe tur- 
bulent Spirits which were always maleſting us, 
would now have other Employment: That the 
queſtion'd Merit of our acting would now ſtand 


in a clearer Light, when others were . com- 
pared - 


. . 
, 


„ e Be on. Pants, oped 
might ruin us, would in the end reduce them to 
give up the Diſpute, - and reconcile chem 5 thoſe 5 
who could beſt entertain them. | 
When one Company is hs he for. angther, N 
the lower in Reputation has always been forced to 
exhibit ſome new - fangled Foppery to draw the 
Multitude after them. Of theſe Expedients, Sing- 
ing and Dancing had formerly been che moſt 
effectual; but at the Time I am ſpeaking of, 
our Engliſh Muſick had been ſo di ſcountenat. ced, 
ſince the Taſte of our Italjan Operas Prevail d, 
that it was to no purpoſe to pretend to it. Danc- 
ing therefore was now the only Weight in che 
oppofite Scale, and as the New Theatre ſometimes 
found their Account in it, it could not be ſaſe for 
us wholly to neglect it. To give even Dancing 
ſome Improvement, and to make it ſomething 
more than Motion without Ni. the Fable of 
Mars and Venus was form'd into a connected Pre- 
ſentation of Dances in Character, herein the Pal. 
| ſions: were ſo happily expreſs d, and the whole 
Story io. intelligibiy told by a mute Narration of 
Geſture only, that even thinking Spectators al- 
low'd it both a pleaſant and a rational Entertain- 
ment; though at the ſame time, from our Diſtruſt 
of its Reception, we durſt not venture to decorate 
it with any extraordinary Expence of Scenes or 
Habits; but upon the Succeſs of this Attempt, 
it was rightly concluded, that if a viſible Expence 
in both was added to ſomething of the fame Na-. 
ture, it could not fail of drawing the Town: — 
portionably after it. From this original Hint 
then, but every way. unequal to it, ſprung, forth + ; 
that Succeſſion of monſtrous: Medlies that have — 
Jo long infeſted the Stage, and which aroſe pen 
one another alternately, both Hogles FEM 
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Expence 
But ſo it is, Truth may complain, and Merit 
murmur wick what- Juſtice it may, the Few will 
never be a Match for the Many, unleſs Authority 


ſhould think fit to interpoſe; and put dotyn theſe 


poetieal Drams, theſe Gin · Shops of the Stage, that 


intoxicate its Auditors, and diſhonour their Un- 


derſtanding with a Levity for n 1 want a 
1 K 10 

If Tem aalc'd how 1 mats Me or continue 
my Share of Expence to them? 1 have no better 
Excuſe for my Error, than confeſſing it. I did it 
againſt my Conſeienee! and had not Virtue 


enough to ſtarve, by oppoſing a Multitude that 


would have been too hard for me. 
But what is all this to the Theatrical Follies 


1 was talking of ; perhaps, not a great deal, but 


it is to my Purpoſe ; for though I am an Hifto- 
rian, 1 do not write to the Wiſe, and Learned 


only; 1 hope to have Readers of no more Judg- 


ment, than ſome of my quondam Auditors; and 
Jam afraid they will be as hardly contented, 
with dry Matters of Fact, as with a plain Play 


without Entertainments: This Rhapſody, there- 


fore, has been thrown” in, as a Dance between 
the Acts, to make up for the Dullnefs of what 
would have been by elf only . But 1 
—— to my ſtory again. 

Notwithſtanding then, this our Com ohinks 
wie the vulgar Taſte; we generally made uſe of 
mel Pantomumes,” but as Cruteheß to our weak- 
_ ct Play. 0D It 
We had Aill a d Reſpect to jet ſele& 
Plays, that were able to be their own Support; 


and in which we found our conſtant Account, J 


them out, like 


without 


painting and patching 


ce, to ſecure a Majority of the Multitude; : 


af FI al. :- * 1 * 


Feine vith theſe Follies, in faſhion : If 
| | there- 


de 8 T 4 0 


debe of our Conduct, let the Error of it ſtand 


mong the filly. Conſequences of Two Stages. 


Could the Intereſt of both Companies have been 


united in one only Theatre; I had been of the 


Few, that would have us'd my utmoſt Endea- 
vour of never admitting on the Stage any  Spec- 


tacle, that ought not to have been Rig there; 


the Errors of my own Plays, which I could not 
ſce, excepted. And though probably, the Ma- 


jority of the Spectators. would not have been ſo 
well pleas'd with a Theatre ſo regulated; yet 


' Senſe and Reaſon cannot loſe their rntrinkck Va- 
lue, becauſe the Giddy, and the Ignorant, are 
blind and deaf, or numerous; and 1 3 
help ſaying, it is a Reproach to a ſenſible p 


ple, to let F olly ſo publickly govern. their 


die 


While I am making this grave declaration of = 
what I would. have done, had one only Stage been 
continued; to obtain an eafier Belief of my Sin- 


cerity, I ought to put my Reader in mind ol 
What I did do, even after two Companies. were 


again eſtabliſn d. 
About this Time Jacobitiſm hadlatelyenented ir 


ſe'f, by the moſt unprovoked Rebellion, that our RE 
Hiſtories have handed down to us, ſince the Nor- 


man Conqueſt: I therefore thought, that to ſet 


the Authors and Principles of that deſperate Folly, 
ht, by allowing the miſtaken Con; © 
+ their beſt Excuſe, and by making. 

the artful Pretender to Conſcience, as ridiculous 

as they were ungratefully wicked, was a Subject 


ina fair Li 
ſciences of 


fit for the honeſt Satire of Comedy, and What 


might, if it _ ſucceeded, do Honour to the Stage, . 8 


8 by ſhewng che valuable Uſe of i 15 
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. we were not ſo ſtrictly chaſte, in the 
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To give Life therefore to this ' Deſign; 1 bor. = 
169d the Tartuffe of Moliere, and Rk him 1 
to a modern Nonjuror ; upon the Hypocriſy of IJ 
the French Character, I ingrafted a Rronger : | 
Wickedneſs, that of an Engliſn Popiſh Prieſt, 
lurking under the Doctrine of our own Church, to 
raiſe his Fortune upon the Ruin of a worthy 
Gentleman, whom his diſſembled Sanctity had 
ſeduced into the treaſonable Cauſe of a Roman 
Catholick Out- law. How this Deſign in the 
— Play was executed, I refer to the Readers of it; 
it cannot be mended by any critical Remarks I 
can make in its Favour : Let it ſpeak for itſelf. 
All the Reafon J had to think it no bad Perfor- 
mance was, that it was acted eighteen days run- 
ning, and that the Party that were hurt by it (as 
T have been told) have not been the ſmalleſt Num- 
ber of my back Friends ever ſince. But happy 
was it for this Play, that the very Subject was its 
protection; a few smiles of filent Contempt were 
the utmoſt diſgrace, that on the firſt Day of its 
Appearance it was thought ſafe to throw upon it; 
as the Satire was chiefly employ'd on the Enemies 
of the Government, they were not ſo hardy, as to 
own themſelves ſuch, by any higher Diſapproba- 
tion or Refentment. Bur as it was probable 
I might write again, they knew it would not be 
long | before they might with more Security give 
a Looſe to their Spleen, and make up Accounts 
with _ 

But to none was I mere bellen tan thine 
bras Author Mr. Miſt, "whoſe Weekly _ 
Journal, for about fifteen Yers following, ſcarce 

ever fail'd of paſſing ſome of his party Compli - 
ments upon me; The State and the Stage were 
his frequent parallels, and the Miniſter, ' and 
LY Minheer Keiber the Manager, were as wo 
. e dr Cy. --o 


qrolbd upon: And ſoon after the Nonjuror had 


latter Part, Lconſeſs J did not diſlike, becauſe it 


before. The Surprize of the Audience at my 


one of his Journals, the following ſhort Paragraph, % 
viz. Yeſterday died Mr. Colley Cibber, late 


which convincd me, they were then ſarisfied,, 
chat my Friend Miſt had told a Fib of me. 
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received 1 Favour of the Town, I read, in 


Comedian of She Theatre-Royal, notorigus ſor 
writing tke Nonjuror. The Compliment, in the 


came from ſo impartial a Judge; and it really ſo 
happen'd that the former part of it was very 
near being true; for I had that very Day juſt 
crawled out, after having been ſome Weeks laid 
up by a Fever: However I ſaw no uſe, in be- 
ing thought to be thoroughly dead before my 
Time, and therefore had a mind to ſee, whether 
the Town cared to have me alive again: So the 
Play of the Orphan being to be acted that Day, 
I quietly ſtole myſelf into the Part of the Chaplain, 
which I had not been ſeen in, for many Years; 


unexpected appearance on the very Day I had been 
dead in the News, and the Paleneſs of my Looks, 
ſeem'd to make it a doubt, whether I was not. 

the Ghoſt of my real Self departed: But hen 
Lipoke, their Wonder eas'd itſelf by an Applauſe 


On the firſt Day: .of ! Prorok d . 
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for they difdain'd to trouble the World with Par- 

5 their Sentence, it ſeems, was proof 
enough of its deſerving the Fate it had met with. 

But this damn'd Play was, notwithſtanding, acted 


twenty-eight Nights together, and left off, at a 


Receipt of upwards of a hundred and fifty Pounds, 

which happen'd to be more, than in fifty Tears 
before, conld be then ſaid, of any one Play ö 
whatſoever. 

Nov if ſuch notable Behaviour could bent out 
upon ſo ſucceſsful a Play (which too, upon the ſhare 


Sir John Vanbrugh had 4 in it, I will venture to 
call a good one) what ſhall we impute it to: 


Why may. not I plainly ſay, it was not the Play, 
but Me, who had a hand in it, they did not like: 


And for what Reaſon, if they where not aſnam'd 
of it, why did not they publiſh it. No! the 
Reaſon had publiſhed idſelf ; I was the Author 
of the Nonjuror ! But, perhaps, of all Authors 
I ought not to make this fort of Complaint, be- 
cauſe I have Reaſon to think, that particular Of- 


-- _..,... Fence has made me more honoutuble Friends than 


to the Reward) that Part of the Bread I now cat, 
"_ given me for having writ the Nonjuror. - 


| : Enemies; the latter of which I am not unwilling 


ſhould know (however unequal the Merit may be 


Having brought the Government of the Stage 


through ſuch various Changes and Revolutions, 
to this ſettled State, in which it continued to al- 


moſt the Time of my leaving it; it cannot be 


ſuppos d that a Period of ſo much Quiet, and ſo 


long a Train of Succeſs can afford ſuch mat- 


ter of Surprize or Amuſement, as might 
ariſe, from Time of more Diſtreſs, and 


Diſorder. A quiet Time, in Hiſtory, like 4 


Calm in a Voyage, leaves us but in an indolent 
Station: To talk of our Affairs, when they 


were. 


2 


' were no longer ruffled by Misfortunes, Would be- 


a Picture without Shade; a flat Performance at 


beſt. However the next thing that occurs, is our 
diſpute in Chancery with Sir Richard Steele. 


all the Tranſactions of Life, en oy | 


a more painful Circumſtance, than a diſpute at 
Law, with a Man, with whom we have long; 
lived, in an agreeable Amity : But when Sir 
Richard Steele, to get himſelf out of Diffieulties, 


was oblig'd to throw his Affairs into the Hands 
of Lawyers and Fruſtees, that Conſideration 
then, could be of no weight: The Friend, or 


the Gentleman had no more to do in the Matter. 
Thus, while Sir Richard no longer acted from 


himſelf, it may be no Wonder if a Flaw was 
found in our Conduct, for the Lay to make 


Work with. It muſt be obſerved then, that about 
two or three Years before this Suit was com- 


menc'd, upon Sir Richard's totally abſenting 
of the | 


himſelf from all Care and Ma 
Stage, which by our Articles of -Partnerſhip he 
was equally and jointly oblig'd with-us, to attend, 


weere:iredus'd 0 Kt bin kurz ,, 


not go on at that Rate; but that if he expected 
to make the Buſineſs a Sine- Cure, we had as much 
Reaſon to expect a Conſideration for our extra- 


ordinary Care of it; and that during his Abſence; 
we therefore intended to charge ourſelves at a 


Salary of 1 l. 138. 4 d. every acting day, for our 


Management: To which in his compos d manner 
be only anſwered; That to be — we knew I! 
r than he did ; that hö 
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had always taken a delight in making ds eaſy, 


— ins Reaſon to doubt of our doing him 

_ Now whether, under this eaſy Stile of 

pprobation, he conceal'd any diflike of our R. 

e But, if I may ſpeak my 
private 


& 


4 
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private Opinion, I really. believe, from his natural 


Negligence of his Affairs, he was glad at any 
Rate to be excusd an Attendance which he was 


no grown weary of. But whether I am deceiv'd, 


or right in my Opinion, the Fact was truly this, 
that he never once, directly nor indirectly com- 
plain d or objected to our being paid the — 
mentionꝰd daily Sum in near three Years together, 
and yet ſtill continued to abſent himſelf from us 
_ and our Affairs: But notwithſtanding he had ſeen 
and done all this with his Eyes open, his Lawyer 
thought here was ſtill a fair Field for a Battle in 
Chancery, in which, though his Client might be 
beaten, he was ſure his Bill niuſt be paid for it: 
* Accordingly: to work with us he went. But not 
to be ſo long as the Lawyers were in bringing this 
Cauſe to an Iſſue, I ſhall at once let you know, 
that it came to a Hearing beſore the late Sir 
oſeph Jekyll, then Maſter of the Rolls, in the 
| ear 1926, when the Iflue of it was this ; That 
Sir Richard not — made any Objection 'to 
what we had charged for 
Tears together; and as our Proceedings had been 
all tranſacted in open day, without any clandeſtine 
Intention of Fraud, we were allow d the Sums in 
diſpute above mention'd: And Sir Richard not 
being adviſed to appeal tothe Lord Chancellor, 
both Parties agreed to pay their own Coſts ; and 
t it their mutual Intereſt. to let this be the 
laſt of their Law. Suits. 2 | 
I ſhall now proceed to ſpeak of — Theatre, 
which! was order d by his late Majeſty to be erected 
in the Great old Hall at Hampton- Court; where 
Plays were intended to have been acted twice a 
Weck, during the Summer Seaſon. .But . before 
the Theatre could be finiſh'd, above half the 
Month of September being elapſed, there - 


Management for three 
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but ſeven Plays acted before the Court returned 
to London. This throwing open a Theatre in 4 
Royal Palace, ſeem'd to be reviving” the Old - 
Engliſh hoſpitable Grandeur, where the loweſt 
Rank of neighbouring Subjects might make them- 
ſelves merry at Court without being laughed at 
themſelves. In former Reigns Theatrical Enter- 

ta inments at the Royal Palaces had been perform d 
at vaſt Expence, as appears by the Deſeription of 
the Decorations in ſeveral of Ben Johnſon's 
Maſques in King James and Charles the Firſt's 
Time: But when our Civil Wars ended in the 
Decadence of Monarchy; it was then an Honour 
to the Stage to have fallen with it: Yet-after the 
Reſtoration of Charles II. ſome faint Attempts 
were made to revive” theſe Theatrical. Spectacles 

at Court; but I have met with no Account of 


above one Maſque acted there by the Nobility, 


which was that of Caliſto, written by Crown, the 
Author of Courtly Nice. For what Reaſon Crown 
was choſen to that Honour, rather than Dryden, 
who was then Poet- Laureat, and out of all Com- 


pariſon his Superior in Poetry, may ſeem ſur- 


prizing: But if we conſider the Offence which 
the then Duke of Buckingham took at the Cha- 
racer of Z imri, in Dryden's Abſolom; c which - 
might probably be a Return to his'Grace's Draws 
canſir in the Rehearſal; we may ſuppoſe the Pre- 
judice and Recommendation of ſo illuſtrious 4 
Pretender to Poetry, might prevail at Court, to 

give Crown this Preference. In the ſame Reign 
the King had his Comedians at Windſor, but 
upon 2 articular! Eſtabliſhmept ;- for tho they 


acted in St. George's Hall, within the Royal Pa- =” 


lace, yet (as I have been inform'd by an Eye- 
witneſs) they were permitted to take Money at 
ep one of Ns hats ; whether this was 


a 
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an Indulgence, in Conſcience I cannot ſay; but it 

was a common Report among the principal Actors, 
when I firſt came into the Theatre Royal, that 
there was then due to the Comp —＋ that 

Court, about One Thouſand wing Hundred 

Pounds for Plays commanded, &c. This The- 

atrical Anecdote however, puts me in mind of 

one of a more private Nature, which I had from 
old ſolemn Boman, the late Actor of venerable 

Memory. Boman then a Youth, and fam'd for 

his. Voice, was appointed to ſing ſome Part in a 

Concert of Muſick at the private Lodgings of 
Mrs. Gwin; at which were only preſent the Duke 

of York, and one or two more Who were uſually 

admitted upon theſe detach'd parties of Pleaſure, 

When the Performance was ended, the King ex- 

preſs d himſelf highly pleaſed, and gave it e. 
traordinary commendations; Then Sir, ſaid the 
Lady, to ſhew you don't ſpeak like a Courtier, 

I hope you will make the Performers a handſome 

preſent ; The King ſaid he had no Money about 
him, and ask'd the Duke if he had any? To 

which the Duke reply d, 1 believe Sir, not above 

a Guinea or two. Upon which the laughing Lady 

turning to the people about her, and making bold 

with the King's common Expreſſion, cry d, Od's 

Fiſh !. What company am I got into! But I have 

done with my Digreſſion, and u. to our 

Theatre at Hampton - Curt. 

A Play preſented at or acted on a pub- 
lick Stage, — to their different Auditors, a 
different Entertainment. Now hear my Reaſon 
for it. In the common Theatre the Gueſts are 

at home, where the politer Forms of good Breed- 

ing are not ſo nicely regarded: Every one there 
falls to, and likes or finds fault, — to his 
| 1 1 Taſte or — At Court, where the 


Prince 


* 
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Wan and honours the Tabſe 
with his on preſence, t Audience ae ander the 
Reſtraint of a. Circle, where. Laughter or Ap- 
' plaufe, rais'd higher than a Whiſper, would be 
ſtar'd at. At a publick Play they are both = 
looſe, even till the Actor is ene 23 
with his not being able te be h heard for the cla · 
mour of them. But this. coldneſs, or decency of 
| tion at Court, I obſerv'd had but a melan. 
cholly Effect upon the impatient Vanity of ſome 
of our Actors, who: Wend d inconſolable, hen 
their flaſhy Endeavours to pleaſe had: paſs d un- 
| N Their not conſidering where they were, 
quite diſconcerted them 3; nor cold, they recover 
their Spirits, till from the loweſt Rank of the 
Audience, ſome. gaping - John or Joan, in the ; 
Fulneſs of their Hearts, roar d out their Appro- 
bation. However, as we were not here. itinerant 
| Adventurers, and had 7 51 but one Royal 
Auditor to pleaſe, after that Honour wat attain 8 | 
F r had little to Jook 


f 
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* | Of the King's 8 Grace and L 5 The 0 


Commons 9 — mw 

Hardly conceive of me. "Yet 3 it be bah d Aa 

That through our Interceſſion, this Revckement, 

> patdon comes. — I ſhall anon adviſe” "you 
ae in the proceetling—— * od omen 
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755 Action, and dreſſing up himſelf in it, while 
imſelf had been Author of the Evil complain'd 
of, was ſo eaſy a ſtroke of his temporal conſcience, 
* that i it ſeem'd to raiſe the King into ſomething 
more than a ſmile, whenever that play came be- 
fore him: And I had a more Ain ' Occaſion 


| be near the Box hole the King uſually ſat. In 


of an old Engliſh Court, and where the Character 
of Harry the” Eighth is io exactly drawn, even to 
a humorous, Likeneſs, that it may be no. Wonder 
_ why his Mijeſty's particular Taſte for it, ſhould 
© have commanded it "three ſeveral Ti imes in one 
| Winter. Ae nfs W 


1 This too calls to my Metnory” an extravagant 


5 ry of Sir Richard Steele, who being ask d 


| grave Nobleman, after the ſame play "had 
#2 A preſented at Hampton-Court, how the King 
liked it: reply'd, So terribly well, m Lord, that 
I was afraid I ſhould have loſt all my Kors! For 

'T was not ſure the King would not iff them to 
5 the poſts at N that he law Ha io fit for 
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The ſölicitude of this ſpirirgal Miniſter in filch- 
"ing from his Maſter the Grace and Merit of'a 


d , to obſerve this Effect, becauſe my proper ſtand on 
I Stage when I ſpe poke the Lines, required me to 


2 Word, this play is fo true a Amari Chronicle 


Ez DE.” —_ 
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Though the ſtated Fee for. a. pay, acted at 
Whitehall, had been, formerly but. Twenty pounds; "I 5 
yet, as that hindered not the Company's acting 
at the publick Theatre, chat Sum was almoſt all 
clear ptofics/ to them; But this Circumſtance dot 
being practicable, when they were commanded to 
Hampton: Court, a new and extraordinary Charge 10 
was unavoidable 5 The, Managers therefore not to 
inflame it, delired no Conſideration for their own ; 
Labour, farther than the, Honour, of being em- = 
ploy'd in his Majeſty's, Commands; and if the A 
5 — Actors might be allow d each their days 
pay, and travelling charges, they; ſhould. hold 
themſelves. ready to act any Play there at a day's f 
Warning: And that the Trouble might be . 5 
by, being divided, the Lord- Chamberlain was 
pleag'd to let us know, that the Houſhold-Muſick, 
the. Wax Lights, and a Chaiſe-Marine to carry 0 
our moving Wardrobe to every different lay, 
ſhquld he under the charge of the proper Ofc Not 2 
Notwithſtanding. theſe Aſiſtances, the Expence of 
every play amounted to Fifty pounds ; Which 
r e was over, was not only allow d . 
s, but his Majeſty, was. graciouſly. pleas d to give 8 
hy Managers Two Hundred pounds more for 
their particular performance and Trouble, in only * 
ſeven times acting. Which laſt ſum, though it 18 
might not be too much for a Sovereign Prince to 
give, it was certainly more than our, utmoſt Merit 
ought to have hop d, for: And I confeſs, When 
I' receiy?d the Order for the oney, from his 
Grace the Duke of 2 fy then Lord- C . 
berlain, I was ſo ſurpriz d, that I mag 70% 
Grace s Favour or Reco mendatio n 0 Fo 1 8 


4 
# 
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ret Diligence, mutt: ave 5 ſo bk 
a conſideration of io and was e my A 
knowledgments, as rhought * 11, but es a 
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ſhort by his Grace s Declaration, Tt 


” 
we had no Obligations for it but to the King him- 


ſelf, who hal en it, from no other e 
than his own Bounty. dict 5 
Since that time, there has deln bit onePlay: given - . 
at Hampton- Court, which was for the Entertain- 
ment of the Duke of Lorrain; and for which his 
| preſent Majeſty was pleaſed: to order us a Hun- 
'- dred Pounds. N 
Now, as Tam tied down: op the Veracity of vans: : 
Hiſtorian, if I ſhould happen to fink into a little 
farther Infignificancy, let the fimple Truth of 
| - _ what I have farther to ſay, be my Excuſe for it. 
Il am obliged, therefore, to make the Experiment, 
| by ſhewing you the Conduct of our Theatrical 
Miniſtry in ſuch Lights, as on various Occaſions 
2B ory] TE: „ 4 
Is Though Wilks had more Induſtry nd Appli- 
cation, than any Actor I had ever known, 4 - 
found it poſſible that thoſe neceſſary Qualities 
might ſometimes be ſo miſconducted, 25 bor only L 
to make them uſeleſs, but hurtful to our Com- 
|, mon-wealth; for while he was impatient to be 
ſoremoſt in every thing, be frequentiy noc d 
tte honeſt Ambition of others, whoſe Meaſures 
might have been more ſerviceable, could his Jea- 
louly have, given way to them. His owti"Re- 
_ gards for himſelf . to avoid a diſ- 
agreeable Diſpute with him, too often complied 
1 with : Bur this leaving his Diligence to his o 
Conduct, made us in ſome Inſtaners pay-deatly- | 
for it: For Example; he would take as much, r 
more Pains in forwarding for the Stage, the Wa- 
cer -Gruel-Work of ſome infipid Author, chr 
mhappen'd rightly to make bis Court to him, 
3 than he would for the beſt Play, {wherein ie was - A 
IO Ay AC 410 
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| naw” e det win his Impatience to * em- 
ploy d, that I ſearce remember, in twenty Years,” 
above one profitable Play we could get to be re- 
viv'd, wherein he found he was to mak 10 s 
fd rable Figure, Ir nt of him; But be 
'T having done Wonders, he could nor 
form any Pretenſions to let it lie longer dormant: 
2 e it was ſo viſible, — ; 
e took a ions to N. e and diſcourage 
its Progreſs, by frequently ta the Morn- 
ing Stage with ſomething 956 bers his Mind. 
Having been myſelf particularly ſolicitous for 
the „A this Þ Play, Dogget, (for this was be- 
fore Booth came into the Management) conſented | 
that the extraordinary Decorations - and Habits / 
ſhould be left to my — and direction. And ſo 
it happen d, that the Facceſs'of this Play ſhew'd, 
it vas poſſible to have - Audiences without 
| his extraordinary Aſſiſtance. In the firſt fix days 
of acting it, we paid all our conſtant and inciden- 
tal. nce, and ſhar'd each of us a hundred 
Pounds: The greateſt Profit that in ſo little 4 
Time had yet been known within my Memory! 
But alas! what was Pelf to Glory? Thae 
was the darling Paſſion of Wilts's n and! 
not to advance in it, was to fo jealous an Ambi- 
tion, a painful Retreat, a mere Shade to his Lau- 
rels : To cogelude, not Prince Lewis of Baden-. 
though a confederate General with the Duke of ; 
Marlborough, was more inconſolable upon the .' 
memorable Victory at Blenheim, at which he was 
not than our T heatrical Hero was, to 
fre Action prof} thi Ye e himllt - 
GN endo.) Toes , 
This laudable Ap caſas Fame 10 Wilks, 
vas not however to be fed without that conſtant” 
erer which our „ come up 


to; 
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18 


!. He therefore bethought him of the means 1. . 


leſſen the, Fatigue, and at the ſame time, to 
| heighten his Reputation; which was by giving up 
no and then, à Part to a raw. Actor, who he was 
ſure would diſgrace it, and conſequently put the 
Audience in mind of his ſuperior Performance: 
Among this ſort of Indulgences to young Actors, 
he happen d once to make a Miſtake, that ſet his 
Views in a clear Light. The beſt Criticks, I be- 
lieve, will allow, that in Shakeſpear s Maebeth, 
there are in the Part of Macduff two Scenes, the 
one of Terror, in the ſecond Act; and the other 
of Compaſſion, in the fourth, equal to any that 
dramatick Poetry has produc'd. Theſe Scenes 
Wilks had acted with Succeſs, | tho? far ſhort; of 
ha happier Skill and Grace which Montfort had 
formerly ſhewn ; in them. Such a Part however; 
one might imagine, would be one of the laſt a 
good Actor would chuſe to part with: But W ks 
was of a different Opinion; for Macbeth was 
thrice as long, had more great Scenes of ARon, : 
and bore; the Name of the Play: No, to be a 
ſecondin any Play, was what he did not a; 
care for, and had been ſeldom. us d to: This Part 
of Macduff therefore, he had given to one Wil- 
liams, as yet no extraordinary, though a promiſ- 
ng Actor, Williams, in the Fan cee his 
Heart immediately told; Booth what a Farour 
75 Wilks had done him. Booth, as he had Reaſon, /- 
* thought. Win had. here carried his Agence 
tas no better a part in the fame Plow. than, that — 5h 
| 1 found himſelf, too much diſregarded, 1 
5 in letting ſo young an Actor take place of him: 
Booch therefore, who knei- the Value of Mac- 
14 duff, propoſed to do ite himſelf, and to give Ban- 
Wir Wen: $5 and — him farther. 
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" amends, offer'd hin 
he thought might b 
Williams was cohtenr . with the Exchange” and 
thankful for the'promiſe, This Scheme indeed, 
(had it taken Effect) might have been an Eaſe to 
Wilks, and poſſibly no Diſadvantage” to the Play 3 
but ſoftly — This Was not quite what we had a 
Mind to! No ſooner then, came this Pro poſal o | 
Wilks, but off went the Maſque, * and 5 came 
the Secret! For though. Wilks wanted to be eas © 
of the. Part, he did not 
and as he was not ſure but that mis 
- 0 Booth | were to act it, he wiſely . retraRtel 
own project, rook 
; while he lived. never had 4: "Thought of 1 running 
the ſame Hazard I 4 archer Offer to re- 
_Ggn it. 
As abies * can be more impertinent than 
ſhewing too great a Fear to be thought ſo, I will | 
Without farther Apology, rather riſque that I. 3 
putation, than not tell yo another Story much 
to the ſame purpoſe, and of 1 no more: * 


uence than m Iaſt. | 
9 If the Merit 5 4 an Actor ecpflltg b. more in . 
Quality than the 
* other Managers ha 
this needleſs Ambition of Wilks, in being 
. often, and ſometimes, ſo unneceflarily employ! 
gave him any, Title to a Superiofity 3 
when our Articles, of u en had allowed us 
to be equal. Wilks ther Flore, 
imſelf leſſen d in 
"but his own, 
Behaviour, pg he thought he 
ſome higher Conſideration for, _his 
This was often Booth's 'Opir 
own. 
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eld, to revive the Provoked Wife. The Author 


oy | The Hr: rsTorv,of* 
| ally bad an Allowance of Fifty Pounds a Tear 1 
- for writing our daily Play-Bills for the Printer: 
vince to ſay the Truth, was the only 
one we car d to truſt to his particular Int 
or could find out for a. . to e 


him. | 
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iy Gar had i executed. "This 
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| . Ee briaging in his own Bill for 
it. Booth therefore, who was leſs eaſy than J 
Was, to ſee him ſo often ſetting a Merit upon this 
_ Quantity. of his Labour, which neither could be 
our Intereſt, or his own to lay upon him, pro- 
ſed to me, that we might remove this pretended 
vance, by reviving ſome play that might be 
to liye, and be eaſily acted without Wilks's 
ay” Part in it. "And i in 1725, We were 
1-42 a manner that could not be reſiſt. 
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Sir John Vanbrugh, who was conſcious of what 
it had too much of, was prevailed upon to ſubſti- 
tute a new · written Scene | in the' Place of one in 
- *the fourth Act, where the Wantonneſs of his 
Wit and Humour, had made a Rake talk like a 
"Rake in the borrowed Habit of a Clergy man: 

To avoid which Offence, he clapt the ſame De- 5 
-bauchee into the Undreſs of a Woman of Qua- 
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of his Play "being. thus refitted for the Stage, | 
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"x "ras, * 1 dare obſerved, called for from Court, 
ond Wy: of the Nobility,” Now, then * 4 
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gr time to come to an Expla- 
$2, Accordingly, when i 


Actors were ſummon d to hear the F 2 
m yſelf to £0 


and receiv d their Parts; I addreſs? 
Wilks before' them all, and. told him, That as 
the Part of . Conſtant, . which he ſeem'd to chuſe, 
Was a Character of leſs Action than he generally 
appear'd in, we thought this might be a good 
Occakon to eaſe himſelf, by giving it to anorher. 
— Here he look'd grave That the Lope. Scenes 
of 1 it were rather 7255 than g gay or humoro =. 
and therefore might fit very all upon Booth. 
Down droge t his Brow, and furl'd were "his Fer. 
tures. — That as he could have no farther” Ad- 6 
vantage or Advancement in his Station to hope 
for, his acting i in this Play was but giving | him- 
ſelf an unprofitable Trouble. —— Now the Piſf 
began to gri pe. him. In a Word, this provoking 
Civility Plußg d him into a Paſſion which he w 
no longer able to contain; out it came with 4 
the E vips ge of unlimited Language, that "on 
ſuch Occaſions his Diſpleaſure ust et out 
with. That he look d upon all Thad fajd,as 2 
concerted Deſign, not only to ſignalize dur ſelves 
by laying him aſide; but a Contrivance to draw 
him into the Disfavour of the Nobility, by mak- 
ing at ſuppos 'd his own'Choice, that he did not 
acc in a Play fo particularly ase d for; but we - 
ſhould find, he could ſtand upon his own Bottom, 
and it was not all our little caballing Mould get. 
our Ends of him: To which I anſwer d wich ſome 
Warmth, That he was miſtaken in our Ends, for 
Thoſe, Sir, ſaid I, you have anſwer d already, "oy 
ſhewing the Company, you cannot LOT be 
out of any Play. Are not you every Day com? 
plaining of your being overlabour d? Aud now, 
Ky our firſt offering to eaſe vou, you Hy into a 
08 * . 
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* 84 make that a greater Grievance, than 
ci But, Sir, if your being In or Out of the 
Play, is 2 Hardſhip, you ſhall. impoſe. it upon . 

yourlelt.; The part is Gs Hand, and to us, it 
is a Matter of Indifference now, whether Nou 
take it, or leave it. Upon this he threw down the 

rt upon the able, croſs'd his Arms, and fat 
ae his Heel upon the Floor; but when 
no body perſuaded him to take i it up again, Booth 
faid, That for. his Part he ſaw no Wit! > gteat | 
matter-in acting every Day ; ; for he believ'd i it 
the. whole ſomeſt Exerciſe in the World; it kept 
the Spirits in. Motion, and always gave him a 
good Stomach, , Here I obſery'd Mrs. Oldfield 
began to titter behind her Fan: But Wilks being 
more intent upon what Booth had ſaid, reply'd, 
Every one could beſt feel for himſelf, but he did 
not pretend to the Strength of a. Pack horſe ; 
therefore if Mrs, Oldfield would chuſe any body 
elſe to play with her, he ſhould be very glad to 
be excus'd; This throwing the Negative upon 
Mrs. "Oldkield, was indeed. a ſure way to ſave 
himſelf ; which J could not help taking notice 
of, by ſaying it was making but an ill Com- 

liment to the Company, to Tuppoſe | there was 
the one Man in it fit to, play an ordinary Part 
with her. Here Mrs. Ola dfield got up, and turn- 
ing me half round to come forward, ſaid with 
her uſual Frankneſs, Pooh ! you are all a parcel 
of Fools to make ſuch. a Rout about nothing: | 
Rightly judging, that, the Perſon moſt out of 
Humour, would not be more diſpleas'd at her 
calling us all dy the ſame Name. As ſhe knew 
too the beſt way of ending the Debate, would be 
to help the Weak; ſhe ſaid, ſhe hop'd Mr. Wilks 
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lis acting 4 2 ks * hor te bellev' 
thoſe who had. e the Play would expect to 3 15 he 
have it done to the beſt, Advantage, Te con. 
clude, Wilks had the part, and we had all WW 
wanted; Which was an Oeccaſion to let him ſee, 
that the Accident or Choice of one Managers 
being more employ'd than another, would never 
be allow'd a Pretence for altering our Ind lentures. E 
Jam now come towards the End of that Time 
thro” which our Affairs had gone long forward in — 
ſettled Courſe of Proſpefity. Lou are po.•w] | 
confider us in our Heipht: of Favour, and 
much in. Faſhion with the politer part of the. 
Town, tfiat our Houſe every Saturday ee 1 
be the appointed Aſſembly of the Firſt Ladies uf 
Quality : Of this too, Wl common Spectaters 
were ſo well appriz'd, that for twenty Years ſac 
ceſſively, on that day, we ſcarce ever faild'of + 
crowded” Audience; for which Occaſion we b 
ticularly reſerv d our beſt Plays acted in the UE 2 EE; 
Mariner we could give them. fc in 
Among gur many neceflary Refartintionis.. "San 
what not a little preſerv'd to us the Regard” of 
our Auditors, was the Decency of our clear Stages 
from whence we had now, for many Years, t 
out thoſe idle Gentlemen, who'ſeem'd more de- 
lighted to be pretty Objects themſelves, than eas? 
pable of any. Pleaſure front the Play: Who took 
their daily Stands, where they es beſt elbow 
the Actor, and come in for their Share of the Au? 
ditor's Attention. In many a labour d Scene of: 
the warmeſt Humour; and of the moſt affecting 
paſſion, have I ſeen the beſt Actors diſconcerted, 
while theſe buzzing Muſcatoes have been N 
round their Eyes and Ears. How was it poſſi- 
ble an Actor, ſo embarraſſed, ſhould keep his 0 
Impatience, from entering into that different py” 4 
Temper, 
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. 7 Temper which his perſonated Character mig Shy 


/ "require him to be Maſter of? 6 
I I ſhall now conclude with. Kar / mentioning 
tho unavoidable: Accidents, that drew on Our 
diſſolution. The firſt, that for ſome Years. had 
led the way to greater, was the continued II It. 
ef health, that rendered Booth incapable of. aps 
-pearing on the Stage. The next was the.death of _ 
Mrs. Oldfield, which happened on the 23d; of | 
October, 1730. About the ſame Time tog Mr 
Porter, then in high Reputation, for. Tragedy, 5 
was loſt to us bythe Misfartune of 2 diſlocated - 
Limb, from .the pvertur ing Of a Chaiſe : And 
bur laſt Stroke was 4 of Wilks, 1 in Se p- 
tember, the Fear fo lowing ; | 
_ :<Notwithſtanding Juch* irreparable 
Audiences were pA 2 1 8 hay 
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